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22nd a * wy living abbath nB . "this 
eur e ancient and faithful ſervant an 
miniſter of Jefus Chriſt, Richard Davies, and of that 
dear and brotherly love hich remained between us, 
and which he had: te all ffthfuf friends and Brethren 
in Chriſt; I am concerned to give this brief teſti⸗ A 
mony i in commemoration of dung, ns lie, and faithful "EAR 
Sobel miniſtry. n BFp = 


He was not only a profeſſor of the wales Sr. = 


400 ſpirit of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Fefis:Chri: 


but allo made &partaker 6F Chiftt im irt, like: "lah > 


: eonyerſation: a plain, meek, and humble man of inte- A 9 
grity ; ; a mam fearing God;. and hating iniquity; a2 
man ſanctified by the Holy Spirit, unto wage 7 
and conſtant love of. his brethren” in Chriſt; a man. 
found in faith, i in patience; and charity; of # (oath =» 
mind and judgment, being endued witty the ſpirit daf. 
love. He-was a preacher of Chriſt and his righteo f-. 
Pare in. his converſation as well a in doctrine ail 


2 „ miniſtry a 2 2 


682% % . 2 s 5 | 
' miniſtry, wherein he was exemplary to the believers, 
&c. He was given up to ſerve the truth and friends ; 
and being « of a tender ſpirit, did truly ſympathize with 
the ſafferers for the ſame, and uſed his induſtrious 
endeavours for their relief, where he could have an 
| Intereſt or place with ſuch as had power. 
His teſtimony and miniftry was eyangelical, phin, 
and found; not in words of man's wiſdom, but in 
the demonſtration and plain evidence of the holy 
ſpirit and power of Chriſt ; being a miniſter of the 
ſpirit, and of the New Teſtament; the new Covenant 
diſpenſation, which ſtands not in legal ſhadows, types, 
| outward ſigns or figures, but in the goſpel life and 
X ſubſtance, even in Chriſt Jeſus; in whom all 120 
5 ſhadows, and diſpenſations thereof, are ended. 
And this our dear brother having travelled 5 
nod beyond 1 thoſe outward | diſpenſations, ſhadows, and 
vails; and underſtanding their ceſſation, . removal, 
| and end, in and by Chriſt, Jeſus, his ſufferings — . 
"I . death; and more eſpecially by his inward and ſpi- 
1 ritual appearance, diſpenſation, and work in his heart 
FE and ſoul; whereby he was made ſenſible of the power 
of Chriſt's reſurrection, as being one riſen with him; 
by the brightneſs and glory of whoſe day, the ſhadows 
2 naturally. vaniſh and flee away ; as this faithful mini- 
"6 „ber of Chriſt was witneſs, with many mare pf, his 
©  . brethren, who were and are partakers of the inward 
and ſpiritual revelation of the r, of Cain, 905 


{te glory of bis d. 0 „ EN 
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1 ”  eoncerning Ruben Devin. 15 th” 1 


OF Ahn as this goſpeFminiſitr dhe and ui 
the enduring ſubſtance, and end of all vanifhing tha. 
dows and carnal ordihances 3: he well knew, that” nei- 
ther John's“ baptiſm” With water, nor any bütward 
waſhings there with, though © once commanded, could 
ever ſanctify, or walh the inſide from: ſin and pollu- 
tion, or ſptinkle and purify the conſeienee, or make 
à true Chriſtian ;: much leſs can ſprinkling infants; . ; 
which God never commanded; but Chriſt's ſpiritual i 
_ baptiſm, and waſhing of regeneration by the water of 
life, which is the one baptiſm, i. e. the baptiſm of the 
ſpirit 3 ; this is the only ſaving baptiſm, as our ſaid del 
ceaſed: friend bor aan aa pan, 1 e hos | 
He alſo Heswile tefiied] that — read 
wine cannot feed nor noutiſh the immortal ſouh.. or 
inward man, any more than the legal paſſover 3 but 
only the body or outward. man: but Chriſt, the living: 
bread, the bread of life, which comes down from 8 
ven; and the cup of bleſſing, which he gives to bis 
ſpiritual communicants : he being that ſpiritual meat 
and drink, which all his ſpiritual Iſrael partake of, in 
this his goſpel day, te their great refreſhment and 
| comfort, in the ſpiritual communion, and comfortable - 
fellowſhip of bis Holy Spirit. And to this our dear 
friend's mĩiniſtry tended to bring people; 3 that they 
might not reſt in lifelefs ſhadows; but come to know - 
and d inherit eternal life and ſubſtance a in Jeſus, 


43% 


a LR 


— og | 2 
And I am fully * uaded, that as this our dear 
26d well beloved friend and brother lived and died in 
the faith, in our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt, and in true union and communion with his 


here on earth; ſo I believe he is 
eternally bleſſed, and at reſt in his heavenly kingdom 
where all the faithful in Chriſt ſhall meet in the great 
and general aſſembly of Chriſt's triumphant church, 
and enjoy glorious and everlaſting communion i in the 
heavenly kingdom of glory and peace; which ſhall be 


he bleſſed eftate and inheritance of all, who continue 


faithful i in true love and _ in er eee, wo 


— 


25 dear and vlog Father Aenne n Davies, 2 


. that he-would deep me from offending ſo guad a father. 


London and elſewhere.z many were the good oppor- 


children might become the children of the Lord, and 
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Gad in his mercy i took to himſelf, the 224 of the Firft 
Month, 1707-8. 3 wy 
| and even Month ol Ren; Bu 


c Y 
to me in my young years; and as I grew up 
had a ſenſe of his great love and care over me z and | 
it ſeized my heart ſo that I often prayed to God, 


And when I was capable of travelling with him, he 3 
uſually took me along with him, in bis journies io 


tunities that we had in Gs nn and viſits 
1 at their meetings. SJ F 
And as his care was to n es mine 
aſe; hich makes our loſs the greater; but I 2 
fatisfied it is his great gain. Oh | how often'and 
fervent would he pray to the Almighty, that his 
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that he might keep us from the allurements and de- 
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ben was e granted him. And I may 
ſay it to the praiſe of the Lor, 
by moſt ſorts of people, ; end len. 1 Nan Wan 
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My dear father was ſervieeable to moſt ſorts of 


a * rich and poor, in the country where he lived, 


and in other* places. He was ready to give his ad- 
vice and counſel freely, both in things relating to the 
law. and they: not and he had much place and i in- 

great per ns, and what he .requeſt- 


he was well reſpected 


amongſt them. 


He was very ready to neee wilder and Scher- 


leſs, in- what lay in his power; and many. were his 
urs and travels of. love: but now he is ceafed 


from them alls; and I queſtion · not but he: ia gone to 


his eternal reſt with God. for erer It is my. deſire; 
that we may priae the great goodneſs and loving- 


kindneſs of the Lord, in ſparing of him ſo long unto 
us, for he had been ee eee f W in _— wah 


* 


v.47 2 * 12 J. ee * * 
- late ne 7 ien o bad ow 


2 


About the tenth month, 7688, eee wa 


; very fick and wehk, ſo that moſt tliat att kim ; 
thought he would not: recover; but the · Lord, in his 


tender merey, ſd ordered that. our. dear friends Robert 
Barrow; and Robert ane came into theſe parts 


to viſit friends; and they came to our houſe at Welch» - 


Pool, and had a meeting there; and as they wers 


| parting, with my:father, they had it in their hearts ta 
pray, anll they earneſty intergeded; with: th Lord , 


That- it might Hand good with his will, to ſpare him 


. again unto us; for We were on: a ſorrowful family. 


Afterwards 


— Packer Richard Davie N i 


Afterwards, . I r very well, Robert Barrow 
| ſpoke, and ſaid to my father, Dear Richard, thou: art 
| ,a very weak man in the. fight of theſe that fer thee, and 
| not likely to live many haurgy as to the natural man's 
thinking ; but the Lord has given it nie at this time to 
believe, I ball ſee. thee at our next yearly-meeting ut 
London. When I heard theſe words: it was joyful - 
neus to me, and it proved very true 3 the Lord in 
his wonderful merey and loving ·kindneſs, reſtored 
him to his health, and next ſpring he went to the 
yearly· meeting at London, where alſo Robert Barrow 
was, and glad to ſoe my father there. een 
ae eee eee narvelious 
ö in our eyes. n 85 th 
Auch ms in dk ig, ahh anne 
ancient friends, fathers and mothers in Hrael, have 
me the burthen in the heat of the Gays through 


from ther labours, 250 their works follow thanwand 


ial is bleed. for evermore s ſo we alſd who = 


| in the faoteps of the flock, and 


tread In the path thep have trod in. It is, as to the 
outward, an eaſy way now, to to what our ancients had, 
but the adverſary of. our. immortal ſouls- is the ſame, 


| he is unwearied 3 therefore we ought to.be very care- 


ful, and day le our diligence, ta be ſober, and watch= 


ful, and cry inceſſantly to the Lordi Gods of our 


* 


fathers, that he may be our God, and enable us to 


e 


way, 1 8 are . 


Nom 


Now 1: Mali He fot coun rah dear father's 
departure. He was taken inf on the fixth day of the 
week, being the roth öf the firſt month; 1709-8: On 

- firſt day following, he ſent for ſome friends of Dolo- 
bran meeting, and ſeveral of them came to him, and 
nad a meeting with him in his bed-chamber ; he de- 
fired friends to pray to che Lord, That he might have 
an eaſy. paſſage 5' adding, That the fervent prayers 
ef the rightrous,” the Lord would have a rtgari unto, 
And 25 0 time ine, come, he departed this Hfe, as 
; ſleep, it being about. the ninth” hour in 

OY aa,” the 224 of the firſt month, 3 

On the 25th following; his body was ace | 
with a Confulerakis number of friends oo Knee to. 

- me bury 12 75 ; a 2 na | 


| *chjong and there decently interred. 


And now it is my deſire, that a ef us kate 
had ſuch: good examples by our parents, may follow 
them in purity and holineſs ; fo that WOW hpi 
{7 good patterns to our offspring, that: 0 | 
down our heads, and leade dis mau! Efe they A | 
baue cauſe to praiſe and glorify: the Lord: on our ac 
1 + count, as many of us can ſay, tor hade b Vir sur 
tborthy parents that art gone. And if we continue in 
well-doing, and in the fear of the Oy: there is no. 
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A TEST. 


e Hens Bl} FROM | 


r ay {1 i nn 1 8 

Friends and Brethren of the. Quarterly: Mating . 
. Montgomeryſhire, Shropſhire, and Merimnethliney hel 
at Dolobran in Montgomeryſbire, the - 25th of at 
Eleventh Month, 1798, concerning; our. ancient, 
. boneur ale amen Elder. en en 
FFF . ce £92 rug VO e bs Dok 
HE Was vhe An nn in Gee Pures 
who received the bleſſed truth in the love of it; 
e eee e much in a. morning and beat of 
the day. OD ee eee eee ee bon e eee 
He and bis wife nee loving, and 
ready to entertain friends, their hearts and houſe 
being very open in that reſpect; and they were very 
helpful and ſerviceable to friends in this country, who 


. 
* 


were priſoners on truth's account in Welch Pool, the 


place where they then lived, when there were but few: 
other friends of ability to aſſiſt them; until the Lord 
raiſed up ſeveral eminent wann parts, 


who were very ſervieeable with them. . 


- Our ſaid friend was wiſe a ky He had a 
good underſtanding and capacity; a man of great 
experience; and was very willing to adviſe an 
counſel an) in-things relating to the golpel, and a 
nd outward affairs,” Mob 650 2050 49-390 Men vo 
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| And as he was diſcreet in his conduct among. men, : 
che Lord gave him great place and favour with ſeveral | 
| perſons of note; en 
for truth and friends. 

The Lord bleſſed him with 2 good gift. in the | 
| miniſtry, and he was made an able miniſter of the 
il goſpel; found. dn omen laces KO a 
. = 06 peopte who heard him, 
| etravelied pretty much in divers vis rute 

5 ſervice, opecially in his younger years; and had good 
ſervice in many places where his lot was caſt, both 
t home and abruad. He was oſten at London, where 
he was = * e rene g pea 
' ten. TO . 

He lived t to a —_ old age, and was Sh with: 

9 a ſhort , ſiekneſs at laſt. Some of us were with him 

| the dey W ban bet ſeemed ſenſible K 5 
life the 22d- of the firſt month, 1707-8; in the 73d 
year of his age; and we believe he: is at neſt with the 
Lord, together with nenen 
. lowens of the Lamb. W i atone 2 ante een 
We ſhall not e ee lays to 

| theeutulog account of his labours, travels: and ſer- 
ass gener nes of the r eee 
— 

= TY 8 not long before his deceaſ e.. 
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feſſion of the glorious truth with 


4 * 


3 


eternal reward with the faithful children of the Rand, 


benceforth ; Jea, faith. the ſpirit, that they may reit 
from their bes and, their works, do Jew: A 
Rev. xiv. 13. 1 3 . 


. 
EY 1 


Signed on bebalf ef th 600 meeting, es Ss 


Charles Lloyd, William G 
Owen Roberts, 


Rowland Ons © 
— Humphry Owen, 


- Joſeph Davies, . 


And . that. all, who nn 
may really know 
a working out of their ſalvation with fear and trembling; 
and that they may faithfully improve their talents in 
their age and time, and truly follow. the examples of 

the faithful elders and ſervants of the Lord in all 
things wherein they followed Chriſt, that we may 

give our account at laſt. with j joy, and receive an 


when time in this world to us will be no more. 
S0, Bleſſed are. the-dead which diet in the Lord, from 
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A Wii ir is Lathe? upon my mind, 
| me 2 ſe nſe how the Almighty God, in his unſpeak- 
able and unſearchable wiſdom, WhO diſcerneth the 
ſtates and conditions of the ſons and daughters of 
men, maketh choice of ſome, and calleth them from 
among their neighbours and relations, to be ſervice- 
able unto him; amongſt whom our dear friend 
Richard Davies was called early, in the day of God's 
viſitation, to ſerve him, and he gave up in obedience 
to the Lord, and ak 0 the erolt in time '6f hag 
Ho eee &. e e e ee 
The Lord 5 U Wins willing 154 0 hives in thoſe 
Link to go abroad with A publie teſtimony for the 
truth, and moved him to come to our country of 
Merionethſhire, when ſome of us were very young 
in years; and it pleaſed the Lord to make him inſtru- 
 mental-ifn this: ha nd to bring glad tidings to our "ons, 
and ſtimony y was ſweet and comforta le, e 
*cdiying and tendering of our hearts and ee 
of us loved him * and that love remained 
AK e e between 


} 8 5 4 


n 


vermin in us an e 8 He was 5 
tender and careful to us, wh a nourither and-ſftrength«! 
ener of ſome of us in our 1 ſpiritual exerciſes, and was 
ready to aſſiſt the weak n foeble, and willing to 
give a helping hand, «eounſe}- and admonition to 
friends, 5 and n. ns: * 50 e to int the! 
L. Ai 


O the a witdom and lere ef God! who! 
called him, and many oth 


do, and ſtrengthened them to tread the way before 


us, that were weak and feeble. O how ſtrong bold | 


and valiant inſtruments did the Lord God prepare to 


begin to ſtrike at the great image of pride, haughti- 
neſs, &c. that was then; and yet is in the world! 
Indeed their memorial is worthy to be recorded, that 
ages yet to come might ſes hat the Eord hath done 
for his faithful ones, who gave up OE, WHO 


ny had, on truth's account. i 
I was acquainted with our ſaid friend FT abviod- 


forty years, and I can ſay of a truth, that his ſervice 
| was great in the church of Chriſt, eſpecially i in times 
of perſecution; he having much intereſt wih the 
magiſtrates, and them in authority in thoſe days. And 
his houſe was very open to entertain b 1. i 
| 9 of his ability; and the Lord bleſſed Bick „ 
The Lord, out of his treaſure of grace, gland 1 7 

| edaind-hing ho bas net and ſeaſonable teſtimony; 5 
W n 3 and N ides of p 


hers in thoſe days, and pre- 
pared and qualified them for the great work he had to 


233 | 


13 e e _ be had a lfu hand. to ad- 

miniſter unto them the way of truth, and to open it to 
their underſtandings; which many times gave them 
great fatisfattion, and they were made to ſpeak well 
of truth and its: followers. O the deep ſenſe that re- 
mains upon me, of the great want we have of the 


ſervice of ſuch as he was ! The Lord, who in his. 


' mercy qualified and fitted him, is able to e and 
raiſe up other faithful labourerfrss.. 
It affects me, when I remember his gravity and grey 
| hairs, his manly preſence, and lovely countenance, 
_ eſpecially: when he ſtood up in a meeting. Now he 
hath finiſhed his courſe, and, I believe, hath done. Ms 
| day's. work, and is gone to his eternal reſt. 5 
Much more might be ſaid on his behalf, but Ideſire 
that none may miſtake me, I am not giving honour to 
man, that is but duſt and aſhes ; but that all might 
ſee how Almighty God doth beſtow his ſpiritual gifts 
upon thoſe that he requireth ſervice at their hands. 
And it is our-duty, as our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 


adviſed his beloved diſciples, To pray to the Lord of - | 


the harveft (which harveſt is great) that he would 
fend forth more faithful labourers into his harveſt, that 
mankind might be gathered into the inward poſſeſſion 
| and ſubſtance of Chriſtianity, which many outwardly 
profeſs; that the God of all our mercies, and his be- 
loved Son. Jeſus Chriſt, may have all the glory and 
thankſgiving, to whom it belongs, not only now, but 
W e ever and for evermore. Amen. 


I9ROWLAND OWEN. 
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[ WAS born in the year N in 1 the. ye of 
WMelch- Pool, in Montgomeryſhire, in North 
Wales, of honeſt parents, that had a ſmall eftats, | 
there: I was brought up in a little learning, and in 
the religion and diſcipline of the church of England. 6 
When I came tv be about twelve or thirteen years. of Lo 
age, the Lord put his fear in my heart, that I came- | 
toa conſideration, if £ ſhould die what would. becomes: 

of my ſeul, if I lived after the way that ſeme of my: 
companions did: and it came into my heart to leave 
them; and I was inclined to go and hear ſermons, 

and followed the beſt of thoſe ſort. of people, that 5 

did believe feared the Lord,, which I then thought: 
were the Independent people; ; eſpecially one Vayaſor 
Powell, who. was a very zealous man in his day and 


| | : Vo. | 
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ume; he tool Auch pains and labour to . a 


people into that perſuaſion, and many were gathered 


In theſe parts to that way; and I followed them from 
one pariſh to another, and from one meeting to ano- 
ther, writing their ſermons, and in time J came to 
repeat them to the people; and there, being exerciſed 


in the hiſtorical. part of the ſcriptures, I could ſpeak 


and talk of them, ſo that thoſe people came to ſpeak 


well of me, and this did not a little puff me up; {> 


| that I was not ſo ſerious, as I ſhould have been, to. 
get eternal life by Chriſt Jeſus, who is the life him- 


ſelf, who ſaid to the Jews, John v. 39» 40. Search 
or ye ſearch the ſcriptures, for in them ye think to have 


eternal life, and they are they which teftify of me : and 
75 1 will vat come to me, that ye might have li Fe. 


We were diligent in ſearching the ſcriptures, which 


_ good in its place; but the main matter and ſub- 
| tance of pure religion, is the Ts A MEI of eternal 
00 to the ſoul from Sin 


About the fourteenth year of my age, my Aber 


re to put me apprentice to a ſhop- Keeper, where 
I was for a trial: but I ſaw that the converſation of 


my intended maſter was not right, and that the fear 
of the Lord was not there. I was afraid, if I ſhould 
continue there, that the little love and zeal I had to 


God and goodneſs, would be choaked and quenched 

in me, and the love and pleafure of the world would 

get up again, ſo I ſhould be in danger of growing 

un than ever 3 and "OY under theſe. ferious 5 
conſiders _ 


T7 


"A 1 e 
e I bates prayed to God with PO" ; 
| neſs and tears, what he put in my heart to pray for, 

| viz, That I might be delivered from that place where I 
was intended to be bound an apprentice, and that I might 
ſpend my time with and among ſt them that feared the 
| Lord, and thought upon his name; and the Lord heard 

my prayers, and in a little time I. W 

from that place. | 


Afar this e eee a 


in that little well - doing I had known, keeping com 
pany with ſober and honeſt people; I delighted to read 


the ſcriptures, and to go to the Independent meetings. 


And after ſome time, I heard of a man that profeſſed 
the ſame religion, who was very zealous for a time 
in going to meeting, and performing that which we call 
family duties, and there, with the conſent of my pa- 
rents, I bound myſelf an apprentice to him, whoſe 
name was Evan Jones, a felt- maker, in the pariſh of 
Llanfair, in Montgomeryſhire; and we went together 
to meetings, I writing and repeating ſermons, and 
performing that cuſtom that was among us, in pray- 


3 ing in our own will and time, till we were become ſa 


dead and formal, carnal and airy, many looſe words 


| and actions growing up amongſt us, that I was gone ff 


out of conceit with myſelf, and our formal religion; 
there being ſomething in me that reproved me for my 
vanity; and when. I aroſe from my prayers, being 
ſome time in a weighty ponderous condition, I ſaw 


that there * that gar nene 5 


nor 


neighbour, and every man his brother, ſaying, Know- 


74 * 11 
nor comfort inwardly to my "Oo bbc there re 
— a ſecret pride and neee in p * 


not all, our formal performances. e 
In this ſtate and condition 1 hoy: not win to do; 


| when neither writing, repeating ſermons, reading of 
the ſcriptures, and other good books, and ſometimes 
expounding of them to the beſt of my underſtanding, 
afforded me any comfort, I was at a loſs, and knew 


not what way to take, that I might have peace and 


_ eomfort in my performances. Hitherto I knew not 


the Holy Spirit of the Lord, as I ought to have done, 
to be my leader and guide into all in were 


: NY to my eternal ſalvation. 


© Upon a certain time we had à meeting wat 
David's a tenant of Charles Lloy ds, of Dolobran, 


55 where one of our Independant teachers, who was a 


* 


great ſeripturian, was preaching, and I writ after 
him; and in his ſermon he ſaid, The time would come 


that there would be no need of the ſcriptures, any more 


than another book : at whieh-I very much ſtumbled; 
and after the meeting I aſked him, Inpen would that: 


time bes He foid, when the Lord would make a 
new covenant” with his people, as is faid in Jeremiah, 
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33, 34. Fwoill nate a ne tovenant with the- 
houſe of Ifrael ; after thoſe days, ſaith the Lord, I will 


put my law, in their inward parts, and write it in 
their hearts, and will be their God, and they ſhall be 


my people. And they pull tell no more every man his. 


F ( 1 VVV 
the 29 8 e hnow NG the bes 17 9 
them to the greateſt of them, ſaith the Lord; for I will _ 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their fin no 
more. It ſeems that he knew not that day come 
4 though he was a great preacher. I thought-it 


would then be a happy day, when God would be the 


| teacher of his people himſelf ; that we need not teach 
| every man his neighbour, or his brother, ſaying, Know. 
| ye the Lord; but that we ſhould all know him, from 
the leaſt to the greateſt. This day we knew not 
then, for all our preaching and long prayers; though -_ 
the Lord did then beget true hungerings and thirſt= 
ings in our ſouls after him. We had great love and 
zeal, and deſired the knowledge of the truth, as ijt 
was in Jeſus. | Sometime I have ſaid, this was but 


ke Jacob's dream, when he awoke and ſaid, Surely 
| the Lord is in this place, and I kneiu it not. And in- 
deed we knew not the Lord, as we ought to have 
done; namely, by die liche, grace, and ſpirit ſnining 


in our hearts, to give us the light of the knowledge 


of the Son of God, which knowledge keeps a man i. 
| meek and humble; and ſuch are not puffed up in - 


vain mind, to ſeek after thoſe things that are too high 
for them, as too many are climbing up that way, which 
is not the way to God the Father ; the way to the 
Father is the way of holineſs and purity, and humility, 
without which no man ſhall ſee the __ nor r enjoy 
his e to cheir , 12h 


. Te) 8 915 
5 this ana, being: in the year 1656, our mini« 
Ham told us, that there was a ſort of people come. up 

a ſtrange poſture and principles: ſaying, that it was 
the laſt days and times that Chriſt ſpoke of in the 
xxivth of Matthew, Many ſhall come in my: name, and 


5 deceive many, ver. 5. for there ſhall ariſe falſe cheiſle, 


and falſe prophets, and ſhall. ſhew great ſigns. and won- 
ders, inſomuch that, if it were poſſible, they ſhall deceive 
the very elect. This ſort of people called Quakers, 
were much preached againſt; they told us they 
were the falſe prophets, &c. that they denied the 


ſtriptures, and all. ordinances, and alſo denied the 


very Chriſt that bought them. They were repre- 
fented to us to be ſuch a dangerous ſort of people, that 
we were afraid of any who had the name of a Quaker, 
leſt we ſhould be deceived by them. Hitherto they 
had not been in theſe parts of the country, | neither 
did we know what were the principles held out by 
themſelves; but only ſuch as were reported, though 
_ falſly,' unto us by our preachers and others; which 
kept us in blindneſs, and from making further in- 
quiry, and trying all things, and holding faft that 
_ which is Leuch according to * men 8 iy I 
| Theſ. v 6 > 
4 5 „ the 98 —— 5 hots came a poor man 
in a mean habit to my maſter's houſe, named Morgan 


Evan, of South-Wales : he had met with the people 


called Quakers in his travels, and was convinced of 
1 ne. 5 the 


t 7 5 e 
che truth, This poor man diſcourſed with my . 85 
about the principles of truth, and I being in the ſhop | 
about my calling, my miſtreſs came and ſaid, hy ds 
| 70 not go o ro help your maſter? for there is a Quater 
at the door that hath put him to ſilence. I hearing this, 


made haſte, and took my bible under my arm, and 


put on what courage I could to diſpute with that poor 
man, but he proved too hard for us all; when I went 
to them, they were upon the words Thee and Thou; 
but I very peremptorily aſked him, What command E 
he had to ſpeak Thee and Thou ; for I did acknow- 
ledge to him, that it was the language of God to 
Adam, and the language of the ſcripture; but, ſaid I, 
that is not enough for us now in this day, we muſt have 
a command for it. To which he anſwered; Hola faſt 
the form of ſound words, which them haſt heard. of Mts 
I aſked him, Whether that was ſcripture ; he aſked 
me, Whether I would deny it; J told him, he was to 
prove it. Then he took the bible. out of, my hand, 
and he turned to 2 Tim. i. 13, which he read, and 
told me, that Hold faſt there, was a command; 
which I knew very well, both the ſcripture and the 
command: but to prove him further, I deſired him 
to read a little more of that chapter, both backward 
and forward, which he freely did, and aſked me, Why 
T1 did require that of "him? T told him, that we heard 
-the Quakers denied the ſcripture, and that they would. 
not read them. He ſaid, There was many falſe re- 


ee Auna truly when he read the ſeripeure oy, 
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ſo readily, I ase in myſelf, ahi Whit was re- 
ported of them was not true; and he ſaw that he had 
reached to the witneſs of God in me. Then he ex- 
horted me to take heed to that light that ſhined in my 
heart, and did ſhew me my vain thoughts, and reprove 
me in ſecret for every idle word and action; ſaying, 
That that was the true light, that lighteth every max 
tbtbat cometh into the world ; and in that light, I ſhould 
ſee more light, and that would open the ſcriptures to 
me, and that I ſhould receive a meaſure of the ſame 
ſpirit that gave them forth; and further, he told me, 
It was the more ſure word of prophecy, unto which I did 

= well, if T took heed as unto a light that ſbineth in a dark 
Place, until the day dawn, and the day-ftar ariſe in your 
hearts, 2 Peter i. 19. And he ſpoke much of the 
inward work, and the operation of God's Holy Spirit 
upon the ſoul; recommending me to the Grace f 
So, that bringeth ſalvation, teaching us, that denying 
ungodlineſs and worldly Tufts, we fhould live ſoberly, 
> righteouſly and godly in this preſent world, Tit. ii. 11, 
12. And ſo he departed from our. omg ound I ſet 
bim a little along on his way. 

Now when I came back from kin the lt 
tion of his words took faſt hold on me, that I could 
not go from under them; and the more I waited in 
chat light that he recommended me to, the more my 

former peace, and that in which I formerly took 
comfort i in, was broken ; ; and herein I came to ſee, 
that our former Yu * not ſtand, for v we builf 
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upon that. which the apoſtle called 20096, hay; ant : 
| /fubble. Here I came to a loſs of all my former know- | 

| ledge; and my former performances proved but a 
ſandy foundation. Thea I did, with much humility . 
and poverty of ſpirit, beg of Almighty God, that I 


might build upon that rock, that the true church of 


Chriſt was built upon, un the n * hell icht 


not prevail againſt me. 


But for all this, I was yet 1 of Re * 
oy the Quakers; yet where to go outwardly for ad- 
W vice and counſel I knew not. For I ſaw that my 
former teachers were upon a ſandy. foundation. S&T 
W deſired that the God of Abraham, Iſaac; and Jacob, 
would be my Teacher and Inſtructor; for I believed 


Ws that the prophecy of the prophets would be fulfilled, 


and that the Lord would make a new covenant with 
nis people now, as he did promiſe by the mouth of the 
prophet Jeremiah xxxi. 31, 32, 33, 34. Behold, the 
= 4ays come, ſaith the Lord, that I will make a new ce 
| nant with the houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe of 
Judah; not according to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers, in the day that I took them by the hand 70 
bring them out of the land of Egypt, which my covenant 
they brake, although I was an huſband unto them, ſaith 


the Lord: but this Hall be the covenant that I will L 


make with the houſe of Iſrael... After thoſe days, ſaith 

the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and 

| write it in their hearts, and will be their Gad, and they 
: m2 * ar mas And they ſhall teach. no more every 
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| we his bn ahi every man his Brother, ſcying, 


Know ye the Lord: for they ſhall. all thiow me, from 
the leaft of them, unto the greateſt of them, faith. the 


Lord : for I will forgive their n 4 i will 
remember their fin'no more. | 


Theſe and the like precious promiſes 1* was mas 
willing to take hold on, and waited for the fulfilling 
of them in myſelf, and of that which Chriſt faid to the 
Jews, John vi. 45. It is written in the prophets, And 


they ſball be all taught of God, Every man therefore 


that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh 


unto me. He that cometh unto Chriſt Jeſus the Light, 


that lighteth every man that cometh into the world, 


though their ſins and their iniquities be great, they 
ſhall in no wiſe be caſt out. And it is faid, Aud all 


thy children fhall be taught of the Lord, and great ſhall 


| be the peace of thy children, Iſaiah liv. 13. 


When I came to know a little of the teachings of 
the: Lord, I took my leave of all my former formal 
teachers, and many times went to the woods and 
other by-places, where none might ſee me, to wait 


upon the Lord, where I was much broken, and ten- 
dered by the power of God. And though F'did be- 


gin to ſee a little of myſelf, and ſomething of the 


goodneſs of God, yet ſtill I was afraid of being de- 
ceived, for I had read and heard that Satan himſelf is 
transformed into an angel of light, 2 Cor. xi. 14. 


And left this man ſhould. be as the ſame apoſtle ſaid, 
in ver. 13. For 81 are fa 2 apeſites, deceitful workers, 
transforming 


1 5 V 
int. themſelues into the pelt * Gr. 11. 
I defired of the Lord that T might ſee this poor man 
once again, for I knew not where to ſce the face of 
any called a Friend; and it pleaſed God that he 
came again that way, and I deſired of my maſter and 
miſtreſs to give him lodging, and that he might be 
with me, to which they conſented. Then [ queried 
of him their way of worſhip, and concerning thoſe 
two great ordinances, ſo called, that we ſo much 
relied upon, viz. the Bread, and W ine, and Baptiſm, 
and the Scriptures to know what was their judgment 
of them; to which he gave me ſome ſatisfaction. In 
the morning I parted with him, and to the beſt of my 
knowledge, I ſaw him no more for ſeveral years: aſter... 
In all this time I {ill kept my retirement in the 
wood, or ſome other private place; and there in my 
waiting, I deſired of the Lord, that I might be farther 
ſatisfied by himfelf, as to thoſe things; firſt, Whether 
the ſcriptures were the word of God, as was faid and. 
. preached. unto us they were, and the way to life and 
ſalyation? Then the firſt chapter of John came 
under my ſeriaus conſideration in my meditation, 
which ſaid, In the beginning was the word, and the. 
word was with God, and the word was God, the 
ſame was in the beginning with God. All things . 
were made by him, and without him was not. any 
thing made that was made. In him was J. fen and 
the life was the light of men; and the light 

Soneth in darkneſs, and the darkneſs <P rehended 
; „ * 


13 
it not. 1 canfidered that the word was in the begin- 
ning with God the Father, and that no part of the 
ſcriptures were written until Moſes, who we under- 
ſtand was the firſt writer of thoſe ſcriptures we have; 
the apoſtle tells us here, that rhe Jaw was given by 
Miſes, but grace and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt : in 
this word there was life; Paul tells us, that the letter 
tilleth, but the Spirit giveth life; now this life is the 
light of men, and the word was before the ſcriptures 
were written. By this we may ſee the word of God 
is Chriſt Jeſus, that was with the F. ather before the 
world began, without him there was not any thing 
made that was made. The hiſtory that Moſes gives 
us, is ſaid to be written about 3000 years after 
the creation of the world, therefore the ſeriptures 
cannot properly be the word of God. | 
I, with many more, was under that miſtake that 
the Jews were in, who thought they might have 
eternal life in the ſcriptures ; Chrift ſaith, John v. 
39. Search, or ye ſearch, the ſcriptures, for in tbem 
ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which 
teſtify of me; and ye will not come to me that ye might 
have life. As he is the life, ſo he is the way to the 
Father; I am the way, and the truth, and the life : no 
man cometh unto the Father but by me, John xiv. 6, 
As for the ſcriptures, I was a great lover, and a great 
reader of them, and took great pleaſure in ſearching 
of them, thinking that would make me wiſe unto 


falvation, as Paul faid to . And that from a 
chi d 


15 


| child thou haft known the 5 which are able to 
| make thee wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith, which 1s 
in Chrift Feſus, 2 Tim. iii. 15. This main thing 
was wanting 3 the true and faving faith ; ; which is, 
the gift of God. It is by grace we are ſaved through 
| faith, not of ourſelves, it is the gift of God, Eph. ii. 8. 
So it is the grace of God that brings ſalvation, and 
not the bare hiſtorical knowledge of the ſcriptures. 
Pa many. take a great deal of pride in a literal. 
knowledge of them ; ſome for their gain and profit ; 'T 
others take pleaſure in them, by wreſting them to 
vindicate their falſe and erroneous opinions, that 
gender to ſtrife and contention, and take little or no 
notice of that meek, holy, and lovely ſpirit of life that 
gave them forth, for they are of no private interpre- 
tation; but holy men of God ſpake them as they. were: 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Pet. i. 20, 21. 
Men may have a great literal knowledge of the 
ſcriptures, and yet remain in error, becauſe they 
know them not, as they ought to do, nor the power 
that was in the holy men that gave them forth; ſo I 
may ſay, as: Chriſt ſaid to the Jews, Jon err, not 
knowing the ſcriptures, nor the power of God, Mat. 
Xxii» 29. So that which gives the true knowledge 
of God, and a right underſtanding of the ſcriptures. 
is the power of God ;. and 1 may ſay with the apoſtle, 
For God, who commanded the light: to ſhine out of dark-- 
neſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the light of the- 
. * the glory of God, in the face of Jeſus 
8 C43 2 Chriſt, 
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1 8 Chri i/t, 2 Cor. i iv. 6. And as men t women come 
to mind this light, that is, the Spirit of God, and to 
obey it, they ſhall come to the comfort of the ſerip- 
tures, as the ſame apoſtle ſays, For whatſoever things 
were written aforetime, were written for our learning; 
that we through patience and comfort [4 tbe Jer apes 
might have hope, Rem. xv. 4. | 
And being under a ferious conſideration of what 
I read in the ſcripture, believing the Spirit of the 
Lord to be the interpreter thereof; thoſe great myſte- 
ries that were hid from ages and generations, and are 
hid now in this our age from many, are come to be 
revealed by the Spirit of God, and if they would have 
eomfort in reading the ſcriptures, they muff wait in 
that meaſure of the ſpirit, which God hath given 
them, which is the only key that opens them to the 
underſtanding of thoſe that are truly conſcientious in 
the reading of them; and though I read them formerly, 
as many do now, without a true ſenſe and a due 
conſideration, yet now I can bleſs God for them, and 
have a great comfort in the reading of them; they 
deing no more as a ſealed book unto me, and many 
more, who wait for the aſſiſtance of God's holy Spirit, 
in all their duties and performances that the Lord re- 
quires of them, for without him we know that we 
can do nothing that i is pleaſing -unto him: though 
formerly we ran, in our own time and wills, to 
preach and pray, not having ſuch a due regard to the 


leading and r moving of the Spirit of the Lord; yet, 1 
1 bleſs 


053 0 


| bleſs God: it is not ſo now. Many times, whenT at | 


ariſe from my knees in a formal way of prayer, a 


| reproof was very near me, Who required this at 5 
bands? It ts ſparks of thy own kindling. I was afraid 
that I ſhould lie down in forrow, a as was n to ſome 


by the Lord, in Iſaiah I. 11 
But as to this head, I ſhall briefly Sein Gag 


much more might be ſaid to the honour of the holy 


ſcriptures z but this is my deſire, that they that read 


them, may come to that which wilt give them a right 


underſtanding thereof: For there is a ſpirit in nan, 
and the inſpiration of the Aimighty zue OP under : 


Handling, Job xxxii. 8. 8 
Then, as concerning water baptiſm, which T had 


under conſideration, though I was no admirer of it, 


being not of the perſuaſion of re baptizing. Thoſe 
that were Independents, were not ſo much at firſt for 


re- baptizing; but afterward it prevailed more among 
them in theſe parts, when one Henry Jefly came 


here-aways. And about that. time it 1 e L 


eame from among them. 
I had much reaſoning, : and various confliſtations in. 


my mind concerning this, and the bread and wine. 
cerns, I thought T might reſt there, and keep my old: 


euſtoms and faſhions, and language; but that would 
not do, J had no peace therein; God ſhewed me the 


corded 


And when I was fatisfied as to thoſe weighty con- 


cuſtoms of the nation were vain, and our language 
not e to the language of God's people, re- 


— 


1 1 16 5 5 
4 8 in the Geico of truths. 1 1. made a a con- 
- ſcieatious ſearch into this matter alſo where | 
found the great Creator of heaven and earth, who by 
the word of his power made all. things therein, 
created man in his own image, In the image of God 
created he him: male and female created he them. Aud 
SO bleſſed. them, and gave them. dominion over all 
things that he had created on the earth; and Adam 
gave names 0 them. | And God took him, and put him 
in the garden of Eden, to-dreſs it and to keep it. And 
the. Lord commanded the man, fayi ng, Of every. tree of 
the garden thou mayſt freely eat, Gen. ii. 15, 16. 
This is the firſt Thou: to. man,, that I read of in the 
ſcripture; and the great Creator ſaid, Every thing 
that he had made was very, good, Gen. i. 31. and bis 
language to man was very. good and pure. Then 
again, when Adam tranſgreſſed the law and com- 
mandment of God, the Lord called unto. Adam, and 
ſaid unto him, Where art. thou? And he ſaid, I heard 
thy woice in. the garden, and Twas afraid, becauſe { was 
naled, Gen. iii. 9, 10. Here was the language of 
God to man, and the language of man to God. And 
in the ſearching of the ſcriptures, 5 found that all the 
boly men of God. uſed that language,, and Chriſt 
taught his diſciples to pray in that language; Our 
Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy. 
kingdom come, thy willi be done an earth as it is in hea- 
ven, Mat. vi. And withal, I: knew a little grammar, 
and how that it was improper to. ſay vos [you] to one 


ſingle. 


' * ) 
ſingle perſon, inſtead of tu [tou]. And though the 


learned in our nation ſpoke it, yet I thought Chriſ- 


tians ſhould not uſe it, but ſhould take the Spirit of 


God, according to the ſcripture, to be their rule, 
and not to follow the confuſed language of the Hea- 


| thens ; for the Lord, by the mouth of his prophet, 


| commanded his people, Learn not the way of the 
Heathen, for the cuſtoms of the people are vain, Jer. x. 
2. 3- | alſo believed, that the Lord would return to 
nis people a pure language in theſe days, as was 


promiſed in the days of old concerning Iſrael : then» | 


when they returned to - the Lord, he would bring 


| | them out of their capti vity: For then, faith the 


| Lord, will J turn to the people a pure language, that 
| they may all call upon the name of the Lord to Joins him | 
| with one conſent, Zeph. iii. 9. 
Thus I was conſcientiouſly . to freak the | 


Y | pure language of Thee and Thou to every one, without 


reſpe& of perſons, which was a great croſs to me, 
though it ſeems to ſome but as a weak and fooliſh 
| thing, yet when the Lord lays the neceſſity of ſpeak- 


= ing the truth to all, in that language that God and 
all his ſervants uſed, it comes to be of a greater n 
weight than many light airy people think it is. The: 


ſayings of Chriſt came to my mind, when he ſaid, 
A hoſoever will be my diſciple, let him deny himſelf, and 
take up his croſs daily, and follow me, Luke ix. 23. 
He doth not ſay he ſhould Jo it, but let him do it, 
imperatively ; which was A command, viz. 1 we 

| | ſhould 
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ſhould deny re and follow him: ſee alſo Mat. 


xvi. 24. And moreover it is faid, He that taketh 
not his croſs, and falloweth after me, is not 1 uur of 
me, Mat. x. 38. 

This neceſſity being | laid upon me, I ſpoke 1 to. my 
maſter i in-that dialect ; he was not offended at it, be- 
cauſe he was convinced of the truth of it, and that 


It ought. to be ſpoken to every one; but when 1 gave 


it to my miſtreſs, ſhe took a ſtick and gave me ſuch 
A blow upon my bare head, that made it ſwell. and ſore 


for a conſiderable time; ſhe was fo diſturbed at it, 


that ſhe ſwore ſhe would kill me, though ſhe ſhould be 


hanged for me; the enemy had ſo poſſeſſed her ? that 
ſhe was quite out of order; though beforetime ſhe 9 
very ſeldom, if ever, gave me an angry word, But 


1 conſidered, that the enmity was between the two 
ſeeds, and that that which: was born after the fleſh 


did perſecute him that is bonn Mer the ſpirit. I being 
well ſatisfied of the truth in myſelf, remembered 
| Chriſt? 8 Words, He: that laveth father or mother more 


than me, is not wurthy of me; and he that loveth fan 
or daughter more than me, is not worthy of me; and be 
that findeth his life, ſhall loſe it; and be that lofeth his 


' tife for my ſake, ſhall find it, Mat, x. 37. 39. 


RT 


The Almigbty God put it in my heart to conſider 
the colt, and that through tribulation 1 was to enter 
the kingdom of heaven; and 1 was faithful. in this 
teſtimony that I had to bear. I was much encouraged 
to go on in that Arait and narrow way, that God 


ſhewed 
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ſaying of Chriſt, M peſoever doth not bear his craſs, 


and come after mr, cannot be my diſciple. Again, I hieb 
of you intending to build a tower, fitteth not down ff 
| and counteth the coſt, whether he hath ſufficient to finiſh 
it? Left haply after he hath laid the foundation, and is 
not able to finiſh it, all that behold it begin to nel him, 
| ſaying, This man began to build Bur was not able t 
Vniſßb, Luke xiv. 27, 28, 29, 30. 


This confideration was weighty with me; leſt T 


| ſhould begin to take up the croſs, and to walk in this 
| way, and ſhould not be able to hold out to the end; 
| firſt, becauſe of the temptation of ſatan, the luft of 
| the fleſh, and the ſinful cuſtoms and faſhions of this 


world, which were very prevalent ; and the weight 


and burthen that was upon me was great, having 

none in the country to be an help to me in the time of 
my exerciſe, but the Lord alone, that hath promiſed 
to be with his people i in all their troubles and exer- 
| ciſes, and that he would not leave them nor forſake 
| them. I was very ready and willing to take hold of 
his promiſes ; and my prayers unto him were, That 


he would enable me to go through all things that he re- 


quired, I was ſenſible, that without the aſſiſtance of 
his holy Spirit, T wag not Aer We ot ins N 
he required of me. 


I was now firſt cated a Quaker, becauſe I faid to 


| a ſingle perſon Thee and Thou, and kept on my hat, 
and did not go after the cuſtoms and faſhions of the 


world 


— 


(20 1 _ A 


LET'S that lus profeſſors lived and ala in. 
Though ſome of them would complain of their forma 
lities, and were weary of the faſhions of the world; 
| Yet they did not take up their croſs, and leave them. 

Taue rage of my miſtreſs was not yet abated, though 
ſhe had nothing againſt me, but not conforming to 
the corrupt language, and vain cuſtom of the world: 
for T laboured to keep a conſcience void of offence, 

both towards God and men; I did my work and ſer- 
- vice honeſtly and juſtly, not with eye-ſervice, as men- 
pleaſers, but in ſingleneſt of heart, as the ſervant of 
Chriſt, doing the will of God from the heart, Ephel. 

vi. 5, 6, and ver. 8. Knowing that whatſoever good 
thing any man doth, the ſame ſhall he receive of the 
Lord, whether he be bond or free. 

In thus doing, I had great comfort from the Lees, 

15 and did receive from him living ſatisfaction and en- 
couragement to go on in my way; remembering that 
ſcripture that ſaith, The righteous ſhall hold on his way, 
and he that hath clean hands ſhall be ſtronger and 
- fironger, Job xvii. 9. I might alſo fay with Job, 
1 he knoweth the way that I take, when he hath tried 

A, T ſhall come forth as gold: my foot hath held his 
| 0 3 his way have I kept, and not declined; neither 
have I gone back from the commandment of his lips 

I have efteemed the words of his mouth more than my 
neceſſary food, Job. xxiii. 10, 11, 12. The Lord kept 
me, and his people, very meek and low in our minds, 
inaſelf-denying ſpirit z we waited for the living word, 
19 „ that 


OW 9” 
that came with a living voice, from him that ſpeaks 


| from heaven to us by his ſpirit ; ſo that he gave us to 
diſcern between the voice of wiſdom, and the voice 


of the ſtrange woman, which i is the voice of the fleſh, = | : 


| and the luſt thereof; and the living voice is the voice 
of Chrift- in us the hope of glory ; which voice we 
eſteemed more than our neceſſary food. For obeying 
this voice, we came to be mocked and derided ; and | 
they ſpoke all nanner of evil againſt us, and hated us 
| for his name's ſake, Mat. x. 22, I remembered what 
Chriſt hath told us in Luke xxi. 12, They ſhall lay 
their hands on you, and perſecute you, delivering you up 
to the ſynagogues, and into priſons, being brought before 
kings and rulers for my name's ſake : and it ſhall return 
to you-for a teſtimony. Settle it therefore in your hearts, 
not to meditate before what ye ſhall anſwer; for I 
ill give you a mouth and wiſdom, which all your 
adverſaries ſhall not me able to Ou nor reſt LE | 
xXxi. 13, 14, 15. « 
Taste and the Ars aMifions I was to meet with, if - 
I truly and faithfully followed the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
therefore I laboured to put on the whole.armour of 
light, that I might be able to withſtand the fiery darts 
of the wieked one, who ſought to weaken my faith, 
and to perſuade me of the hardneſs, ſtraightneſs and 
narrowneſs of the way, that I ſhould not be able to 
hold out to the end, ſeeing there was not any in this 
country to help and aſſiſt me; but the fiery darts of 
the Sed that 1 TO came more by lits ſervants 
| | 2 5 0 8 a n 
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than otherwiſe, Very wan he was in this poot 

\ miſled woman, my miſtreſs, who was perſuaded by 
him to kill me, and ſhed- innocent blood; and one 
time, when ſhe thought it a fit opportunity. to execute 
her will and cruelty, ſhe fell into a great rage, and 
I was freely given up to die that hour by her; but 
the Lord was pleaſed to accept of my free- will offer- 
ing, and I may ſay with the apoſtle, that I accounted 
not my life dear to myſel, If, that I might finiſh my courſe 
with joy. And the Lord alone appeared to my de- 

liverance, and made her more moderate the reſt of 
my ſervitude, it being ſomewhat leſs than two years; 
and after I went away, the Lord viſited her with a 
ſharp fit of ſickneſs, in which time ſhe ſpoke to her 
huſband and them that were with her, that pe thought 
foe. ſhould not die till ſhe had aſked me forgiveneſs, and 
deſired them to ſend for me if it were at London; and 
ſo they did: I could freely forgive her, for that I 
had done long ſince, and I prayed to my heavenly 
Father that he might forgive her alſo. I ſent to her, 
and it pleaſed God to touch her with a ſenſe of his 
love, and lengthened her days, ſhe confeſſing often- 
times the wrong ſhe had done to an honeſt careful 
young man, as ſhe faid I had been, who minded her 
huſband's inward and outward good, more than they 
did themſelves. It pleaſed God' to order it ſo, that 
| ſhe had a viſit from me, before ſhe went out of this 
world; and very comfortable and acceptable it- was 
to her; and in a little time he ended; her days in 
Peace, 


* 


: K 23 * | 
peach; 1 was buried in friends burying-place near 
Dolgelle in Merionethſhire. 15 : 
About this time, 1657, it was as great ral 1 
of the country that I was become a Quaker. My | 
parents were much concerned about me. I was 
informed that the prieſt of Welch-pool, W. Longford, 
went to them and told them, that I was gone diſtract . 
ed, and that they ſhould ſee for ſome learned men to come 
to me and reftore me to my ſenſes. I had not been 
yet with my father nor mother, but waited for free- 
neſs and clearneſs in myſelf, and then I went to ſee 
them, and in my way I viſited an old friend of mine, 
| 2 profeſſor, and had a little opportunity to ſpeak to 
him of the things of God, and his goodneſs to me, 
and a young man, called David Davies, was then 
convinced of the truth: this was on a ſeventh - day, 
in the afternoon: and when L was clear there, I went 
to Welch-pool to my parents. It was a trouble to 
them, to ſee that I did not, as formerly, go down 
upon my knees to aſk their bleſſing, and bow to them, 
and take off my hat. My father ſoon turned his back 
upon me. I had heard of his diſpleaſure, and that he 
had faid, he would leave me nothing; ſaying to my rela- 
tions, that they thought. to have had camfort of me, but 
now they expetted none, but that I would go up and down 
the country, crying Repent ! Repent ! Now if my 
father ſhould have caſt me off upon ſuch an account, 
I was well perſuaded it was for Chriſt's and the goſ- 
pel's lake. 1 remembered David's conditions. when 
0 D 2. | be 
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Wl” - he faid, Hite not thy face, for fun me, put net thy 
| ſervant away in anger: thou haſt been my help, leave 
me nat, neither forſake me, O Gad of my ſalvation ; ; 
when my father and my mother forſake me, then the 
Lord will take me up: teach me thy way, O Lord, and 
lead me in a plain path, 91 of mine e, Plalm 
Xxvii. 0, 10, 11. | 
At length my mother came tenderly to me, 1 
2855 a view of me, looking on my face, and ſhe ſaw 
- that I was her child, and that I was not, as they ſaid, 
- bewitched, or transformed into ſome other likeneſs ; 
which was reported of. Quakers then, and that they 
- bewitched people to their religion, &c. Thus they 
deceived them and many others, -with ſuch ſtrange 
ſtories, and we were accounted with the apoſtles, 
 Deceivers, yet true. And when I diſcourſed with her 
out of the ſcriptures, her heart was, much tendered 
and: affected with the goodnefs of God towards me; 
ſhe went to ſee for my father, and when ſhe found 
- him, faid unto him, Be of good comfort, our fon- is not 
95 was reported of him, we . hope ta 6 comfort | 
1 MC 
-" -  mut when my beber came to his houſe; he ſpoke 
not much to me that night. The next day, being the 
firſt day of the week, when I heard the bells ring, it 
came upon me to go to the ſteeple-houſe, to. viſit that 
—_ - prieſt that had. told my father, I was gone d Aracted, 
&c. and when he was at his worſhip, J went to aur 


_ own ſeat to my father; 3 (there was no common- 
Ow” er 
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prayer read then to the people, as part of aides wor- 
ſhip in thoſe days) there I fate ſtill till he had done, 

and when he had done what he had then to fay, 1 
ſtood up and told him, That he might do well to Ha, 
and make good the falſe. doftrine, that he had preached * 
that day, if he could; and if I was di iflratted, as he 
reported, that he might labour to reſtore me to my right: 
ſenſes again. But I ſpoke but a little while, ere 1 
was taken away to priſon, with the young man before 
mentioned, that came to ſee for me, and found me in. 
the ſteeple-houſe, ſo both of us were taken; there 
we were priſoners that night, in which time many 

far and near came to ſee us, expecting that we were 
ſome deformed creatures. God gave me a ſeaſonable 
exhortation to them to fear the Lord, and indeed to 
ery, Repent, repent, for the kingdom of” heaven was 
at hand; letting them know, that. we were. God's: 
workmanſhip, created anew.in Chriſt Jeſus 3;with much: 

more to that effect. 1 ſpoke to them from the ſerip- 
ture, which was much to their ſatisfaction, and we: 
praiſed God, that kept us in his fear and counſel. 

We were committed to priſon on that law, made: 

in Oliver's days,. that none were to ſpeak to the prieft- 

or preachers, neither at their worſhip, nor coming and: * 
going.. The next morning we were had before the- 
chief magiſtrate of the town of. Welch-pool, and after: 
ſome diſcourſe. with him, it ſeemed good to him to 
diſcharge us,. for he could find nothing: juſtly to Ac. 

| ny us of, except concerning the law of our God. 5 


3 | 7 80 
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"Bo we went to our homes, the young man to his 
father „ and I to my maſter's ; he ſuffered much vio- 
5 5 lence by his father, in regard that he could not con- 
= form himfelf to that dry, dead, and formal praying 
g Fi ws that his father uſed ; his father roſe from off his knees 
Wl when he was at prayer, and took a ſtaff, and did vio- 
8 lentiy beat his ſon, and againſt natural affection, he 
took a lock and chain, and chained him out of doors 
in a cold froſty night. Thus our ſufferings began to 
Increaſe, for the teſtimony, of our conſciences to- 
wards God; but bleſſed be the name of the Lord, 
who preſerved his , people that truſted. in * ow 
1.8 any on. 
=. A little after this ; came to hear, tlie fone of ws 
 —_ people that were called Quakers, were at Shrewſbury 
in the county of Salop, being diſtant from the place 
of my abode about eighteen miles; I waited for an 
| opportunity, to go to ſee them, and the way of their 
- worſhip, for as yet I had not ſeen any of them, but 
that one poor man before mentioned. When, the 
time called Cbriſtmas came, my maſter's work being 
[ ſomewhat. oyer for a while, I got leave to go ſo 
far. I went firſt to the houſe. of John Millington, 
1 where many friends reſorted, : and they of the town 
came to ſee me in great love and tenderneſs, and 
much brokenneſs of heart was among us, though but 
few words. We waited to feel the Lord among us, 
in all our comings together, £ When, the firſt day of 
the week came, we went to a meeting at W, Pane 85 
. | | at 
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at the Witd 3 where we had a dient meeting; and 
though it was filent from words, yet the word of the | 
Lord was among us, it was a hammer and a fire, 
it was ſharper- than any two-edged ſword, it pierced 
through our inward parts, it melted and brought us - 
| into tears, that there was ſcarcely a dry eye among 
| us; the Lord's bleſſed power over-ſhadowed our 
meeting and I could have ſaid, that (rod alone was 
Majter of that aſſembly. The next day as I was pre- 
paring homewards, having had a conſiderable time 
Voith friends there, and being much comforted with 
the goodneſs of God, and. unfeigned love of the 
brethren, we heard that John ap John was come to 
town, and was to have a meeting there; I ſtaid that 


meeting, where J heard the firſt friend that wass 


called a Quaker, preach in a meeting, and when 
I heard him, I thought he ſpoke as one having 
authority, and not as the e Serbes his els were * | 
found and piercing. LH 
After this monting at « 15 came bee £1 
to my maſter's houſe, where I was under many con- 
| ſiderations, and eſpecially that of Chriſt's words, Y? 
ere the light of the world. A city that is ſet on an hill. 
eannot bs hid. Neither: di men light a candle, and put 
it under a buſhel, but on -a candleflick, and it giveth 
light unte. all that are in the houſe, © Let. your light fo. 
ſhine before men, that they may fee. your good works, 
and glorify yeur ae which is in days 1 * 
14 15, 16 M e e 
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vas ſenſible that God had opened my underſting: 
ing, and lighted my candle, and given me a ſenſe and 
feeling of my own ſtate and condition, how that L 


had been in darkneſs, and under the region and 


ſhadow of death; and God having ſhewed mercy and 
kindneſs unto: me, in calling of me from this great 
darkneſs to the marvellous light of his dear Son Chriſt. 
Jeſus, that is, the light of the world, that enlighteneth- 
every man. that cometh into the world; | was made 
willing not to hide my candle, as it were under a. 
buſhel or to hide my talent in the earth; but in the: 
love of God, I was made willing to let that light, 
which he pleaſed by his grace to enlighten me 
withal, ſhine before men, that they might come to 
glorify their IE Tater, 8 8 is in wende Mat. 
v. 16. 

The next public ſervice that the Lord: e of 8 
me, was to go and give my teſtimony for him, and. 


to warn a company of people to think of their latter 
end, who were met to dance and to play, at that they 


called a merry night, not far from my maſter's houſe. 
When I came within the room where they were 
dancing, the fidler ceaſed playing, and they daneing; 


I declared the word of the Lord among them. That 


which was chiefly before me was that of Job; They. | 
fend forth their little ones. like a flack, and their children 


dance. They take the tmmbrel and harp, and rejoice at 


the. ſound of the organ. They- ſpend their days in 


ain, and i in a moment ? go down to 10 group Job. xxi. 


IAI, | 


" $44 
, } 


lay upon me, I parted in love and peace from them, 


< — 8 _ 
11. 12, 13. When 1 bad diſcliarged _ aft = 


2 
-- 1 


and they thanked me for my good PIN and 
ſome of them came to ſet me hom. 
About this time, 1658, I heard of one that Is 
called a Quaker, who was come. from Ireland to 
Llanvilling, a town in the county of Montgomery, = 
and in the love of God I went upon the firſt day of | y 
the week to viſit him; where we had a comfortable = 
refreſhing meeting together, and the Lord's preſence - 
was with us, though-we- were ſtrangers one to ano- 
ther, as to the outward, yet we: had fellowſhip and 5. 
unity one with another in the inward life of righteouſs oo | | 
neſs; his name was Roger Pritchard. He tarried A 
not long there, but went back again to Ireland; 
though it was ſaid, he came to theſe parts with an 
intention to ſtay here, and to bear his teſtimony for 
God in this dark corner of North Wales; but he 
not being faithful to God, who ſent him here, as he 
was going back he ſuffered great lofſes by ſea, and = 
loſt his good condition alſo, and turned back to- the ER | 
vanities of the world,, which was a great ſorrow and 
exerciſe-to me: but the Lord viſited him again, as 
may be ſeen hereafter. Thus I was left alone again. 

I continued, as the Lord made way for me, to viſit 
| thoſe i in whom I found any inclination to the things 
that were good, and there was one William Davies 
convinced of the truth with me. I. was alſo made 
: willing to viſit the Independent meeting, and thoſe 


may g 


(+). 9 


| . people that 1 formerly belonged to, that were A epa 


rate people, gathered together chiefly by Vavaſor 
Powell, before mentioned, a zealous man in his day. 
But when truth broke forth in this country, I being 
the firſt that came to receive it in theſe parts, did 


SE | feparate myſelf from them, in love to that bleſſed truth 


that I received, and it became my true teacher. 80 
Vavaſor Powell proved angry, and preached much 
againſt the Quakers, their way and principles; 1 
hearing this, came to a place called Cloddiecochion, 
near Welch- Pool, to their meeting, expecting to find 
him there; but he was not there. John Griffithes, a 
Juſtice of the peace in thofe days, was was preaching 
there. When I came in among themy they ſeemed 
- uneaſy; and when 1 had an opportunity, I bore a 

- teſtimony for God, and his ſon Chriſt Jeſus, his way, 
truth, and people, which they preached againft, When 
J had done what I had to ſay, he went on again; and 
when I found ſomething more upon my ſpirit to de- 
clare among them, this John Griffithes commanded 
to take me away; and a near relation of mine, that 


owned the houſe, took me in his arms, and led me 


: out of the houſe through the fold, and through a 
gate that opened to the common, and ſhut the gate 


after me. There I fate under an aſh tree, weeping 


and mourning to fee the blindneſs, darkneſs, and 
| hardneſs of heart, pride, and haughtineſs, that were 
eome over a people who once were loving, kind, and 
bumble 3 in ſpirit. As 1 fate. weightily under a ſerious 
conhiderati on, 


| . * 5 
confideratidins what and when wouts' be the end of 


| theſe formalities and hardneſs of heart, I prayed to 
the Lord for them. And the word of the Lord came 


E to me, That though they put me out of their houſe, yet 
in time they would come to oiun truth, and that houſe 


ſhould be a meeting-place for: friends, Of this a farther 
account may be Teen hereafter. So I went away, 
well fatisfied of the love and goodneſs of God to 
me that day, in giving me comfort and conſolation, 


for my tears of ſorrow and affliction, that I met with 
a little before; and I remembered the ſaying of the 


apoſtle, Heb, xii. 11. Now no chaſtening for the pre- 


ſent ſeemeth to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheleſs, 
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of N Eh 


neſs, unto them which are exerciſed thereby. 
Atſter this, I ſtill waited to know the will and coun- 


ſel of God, and that he might direct me in my way 


and order my ſteps in this my ſpiritual travail; for 
I had none to look unto but to him alone, who was 
all-ſufficient to carry on the work which he had be- 
| gun, though often by weak, poor, mean, and eon- 


temptible inſtruments in the eyes of the world. Well - 
might I ſay with the apoſtle, But God hath choſen the 


fooliſh things F the world, to confound the wiſe ; and 
| God hath choſen the weak things of the world, to con- 


found the things which are mighty ; and baſe things of 4 


the world, and things «which are deſpiſed, hath God 
choſen, yea, and things which are not, to bring t to el 
| _ that are, 1 Cor. i. * w_ W 
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About this tinie I went to viſit ſome young men, 
my former companions in profeſſion of religion; two 
or three of them were convinced, and received the 


truth, When we were come to the number of four, 


it was with me, that toe ought to meet together in the 
name of the Lord; for I remembered the promiſe of 


Chriſt, who ſaid,” Mere two or three are gathered 


together in my name, Faure. am 171 in the _— 7 * 
Mat. xviii. 20. 


So we all agreed to meet bee but none of us, 
had a houſe of his own to meet in. We determined 
therefore to meet upon a hill in a common as near as 


ve could, for the conveniency of each other, we 


living ſome miles diſtant one from another. There 
we met in ſilence, to the wonder of the country. 
When the rain and weather beat upon us on one ſide 
of the hill, we went to the other ſide. We were not 


free to go into any neighbour's incloſures, for they 


were ſo blind, dark, and ignorant, that they looked 


ſome croſſing e erg with their hands about their 


fore · heads and face. 


Thus we it for Gti time, till two of them 
left me; one of them was put apprentice by friends 
to William Shewen, of London. The other young 


mari was a ſoldier. in Oliver Cromwell's days, and 


he got, as ſoon as he could, to be diſbanded, fo he 


The third was one William Davies that lived hard 


1 


1 


= by n me, and we W ſome time; l 
dme he ſtaid longer than uſual, and a foul dark ſpirit 
poſſeſſed him, ſo that the little time we were together, "OY 
was not comfortable to me, and when we had broke 3 


up the meeting, by way of diſcourſe, he alked me; 
Hot I did think we ' ſhould fland i in the face F the 


whole country. I anſwered. him with great zeal, The £7 


Serpent, the Serpent, the ſame that beguiled the wo- 


man in Paradiſe, hath beguiled thee, thou wilt not be 


able to ſtand, And while we were yet diſcourſing, * 
ſaw my maſter coming, who was alſo convinced, but 


was not faithful to that good ſpirit that convinced him 


of the truth, and ſhewed him what he ought to do, but 
did it not, yet he continued loving to friends, and 


frequented their meetings to his latter end. As I 
looked back, I ſaw him coming towards us, witk two 


women following him, the one was his wife, my eruel 


miſtreſs, the other was his ſiſter ; they both had 
ſtaves in their hands, and when they came unts us, 
the ſiſter began to beat her brother my maſter, and my 


miſtreſs ſet a beating of W. Davies. $0 his trial i 


came very quickly, and W. Davies came no more 


to meet with me, nor any other friends, for many 


years; yet he afterwards came among friends, and . 
continued with them to the end of his days, and was 
buried among them, It ſo happened that Thad never 


a blow amang: them, and if T had received 1% 1 
had learned of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord and maſter, to bo - 7 


vey: * for bis 1 name's ſake, and not to | * 


(3). 

from Kai, though my. Vage temptations, and . 
flictlons were not a few; ſo that I may ſay with the 
apoſtle, But none of theſe things move me, neither. count 
T1 my life drar unto myſe 45 fo that I might finiſh my 
- courſe with joy, Acts xXx. 24. 2 Cor. i Iv. 17. Mat. 
£ IF 37» 38, 39. #1 _ , : 

> Theſe young: men going away thus, I was ; left 
EW 1 again, but till I kept waiting upon the Lord, 
8 to know his will and good pleaſure concerning me; 
1 and when the time of my apprenticeſhip was over, I 
#6 found freedom to go to London, to viſit friends there, 
* which was in the year 1658-9; and finding many 
good and living friends there, I ſettled to my trade, 
being a felt maker, and very well ſatisfied' T was, that 
1 could go to meetings, and follow my buſineſs, 
When any thing would come to my mind of this r my 
native country, barren and uninhabited with friends 
and truth, I endeavoured to ſhut it out, and to keep 
| where I was, and I did what I could; but all my fair 
3 pretences and reaſonings would not do, diſobedient to 
bh the Lord I was, and trouble and ſorrow, and judg- 
ment from the Lord came upon me, for not obeying 
bis command, to go to my own country to ſtand a 
witneſs for him there. In this my diſobedience, I 
continued till 1 loſt his preſence, and he ſmote me 
with trouble within, and pain in my bones, that I 
1 8 not work nor labour. In this time friends of 
1 


ondon were very kind and careful of me, and would 


freely have adminiſtered unto me, but I was not willing 
8 1 0 5 to 


4 « 3s } e 
| to accept of any hin: from. them, ſo long as I had 
of my own. My pain of body and ſpirit increaſed 3 
upon me, till at laſt I was forced to bow to the will | 
of the, great God, who was .too. ſtrong for me; and 
reaſoning with him one night, upon the bed of my 
ſorrows, he ſhewed me clearly, that I was to go to my 
own country; and I was made willing to give up 
to go, if he would be pleaſed to let me know his will 
and pleaſure by this ſign and token, that he wauly 
remove my pains 1 alſo reaſoned with him thus; that 
1 was alone, like a pelican in the wilderneſs, or a 
| ſparrow on a houſe top. The Lord: ſtill commanded 
me to go, ſhewing that he would Provide an help-meet 
for me. And when I had made a covenant with the 
Lord to, go, immediately my-pain was removed, and 
1 had peace and quietneſs of mind and ſpirit, I aroſe 
next morning, and went to my. work; and when 
thoſe tender friends, that had a regard for me in my 
ſickneſs, came to ſee me that morning, I was gone 
to work; which was to their admiration. _ 
So the Lord gave me a little time, and he hs 
provided an help- meet for me; for I prayed unto 
him, that ſhe might be of his own providing, for it 
was not yet manifeſt to me where ſhe was, or who ſhe 
was. But one time as I was at Horſlydown. meet- 
ing in Southwark, J heard a woman friend open her 
mouth, by way of teſtimony, againſt an evil ranting - 
ſpirit, that did oppoſe friends much in thoſe days. | 
It came to me from the Lord, chat that woman was 1 
EZ | to 


. 0 3 þ 7 
to be my wife, and to go with me to the country, 
and to be an help-meet for me. After meeting I drew 
fomewhat near to her, but ſpoke nothing, nor took 
any acquaintance with her, nor did I know whe n, or 
where I ſhould ſee ber again. I was very willing to 
Tet the Lord order it as it ſeemed beſt to himſelf, and 
| therein I was ealy ; and in ume the Lord brought us 
acquainted one wi ith another, and ſhe confeſſed that 
he had ſome ſight of the ſame thing that I had ſeen - 
concerning her. So after ſome time we parted, and 
I was freely reſigned to the will of God ; and when 
- we came together again, I told her, if the Lord did 
order her to be my wife, ſhe muſt come with me to a 
ſtrange country, where there were no friends but what 
God in time might call and gather to himſelf. Upon 
_A little conſideration, ſhe faid, if the Lord ſhould order 
it ſo, ſhe muſt go with her huſband, though it were to 
the wilderneſs ; and being ſomewhat ſenſible of the 
workings of God upon her ſpirit in this matter, ſhe 
Was willing to condeſcend in her mind to what he 
vwrought in her; but by hearkening to one who had 
not well weighed the matter, ſhe became diſobedient 
to what God had revealed to her; Which brought 
great ſorrow and trouble upon her. I went to ſee 
her in this poor condition, and I reſted fatisfied with 
the will of God in this concern, being freely reſigned, 
if the Lord had wrought the ſame thing in her, as 
was in me, to receive her as his gift to me; and after 
ſome time, we waiting wet the Lord together, ſhe 
ad ö aroſe, 
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compliſhment of it. 


e 6 37 * 


| 1 and: declared before me, and the other fiend. 


who- had begot doubts and reaſonings i in her mind,, | 


That in the name and power of God ſhe conſented to 
be my wife, and v0 £9 along with me, whither che 


Lord ſhould order us; and I ſaid, In the fear of the 


Lord, I receive thee as the gift of God to me. 80 1. ; 


reſted ſatisfied in the will of God, for a further * 
Under a weighty 9 Fs” ON which, way. to take, 
each other in marriage, we concluded to lay our pro- 
ceedings before our elders, and eſpecially our ancient, 
friend George Fox; (people in thoſe days were mar- 
ried by a prieſt, or before a juſtice) and 1 told G. 
Fox, we thought to take each other in a public 
meeting; ; ſo he deſired the Lord to be with us. And 
when we ſaw our dearneſs.i in the Lord, we, went ta: 


the . Snail meeting in Tower Street, London, in the: 


morning; and. in the afternoon to Horſlydown, 
Southwark; and in that meeting, being the 20th 
of the fourth month, 1650, in the preſence of God, 


and that anz, "7 tool each, other. to- be man 
and wife; A 2 * | . F | 


God des N our 1 a in 
going together. It was not for gold nor ſilver, nor 


any outward thing; but to be ſerviceable to him in 
our age and generation, and to ſtand witneſſes fon 


him and his bleſſed truth, where: he ſhould ſend us. 
I might ſay with Tobias,, Thou madeſt . Adam. and; 


* lim Rue bis wife, for a Leber end a flayziof 


„ | n 


1 


. * . 2 
5 - me came mankind. 2 haſt fab d, * is not "= 
| that man ſhould be ahve, tet us , oY an aid like 
: himſelf. Tobit viii. 6. P 
_ "Soon after, in the Lord's t time, we WY * 
haſte we could to come to the country, where we be 
lieved the Lord would have us to be, and we faid, o 
Lord, if thou wilt go with us in our way, and give 
us bread to eat, and raiment to put on, then, O Lord, 
thou ſhalt be our God; and the Lord was with us in 
all our journey, and gave unto u us bis rer ang Com» I 
fortable preſence, © 
Soon after we came to Welch-Pool, thole . 
feſſors, who had been and were in great power, be- 
gan to be faint-hearted, becauſe of the report of 
Bringing in King Charles the ſecond; which in = 
little time was accompliſhed, and thoſe that were in 
great pomp, were brought to priſon themſelves. And 
I was had before the firſt juſtices that were made in 
theſe parts by the authority of king-Charles the ſe- 
: cond, i in the year 1660, notwithſtanding I was a pri- 
foner to the magiſtrate of the town, When I went 
up before them, many of the people of the town fol- 
lowed me, to fee what would become of me, and to 
what priſon they would ſend me, or what puniſhment 
they would inflict upon me. But the Lord was with 
me, and I feared not man, whoſe breath is in his 
noſtrils, but the living God whom I deſired to obey - 
in al things. When I-was come into the room, it 
bein in a the night, the — colonel Moſtyn, 


© and 


f wn — 
— b i 


0 


nd the e e bee e ks 1 
come with my hat on my head amongſt them, and 


. ſpoke not one word to me for ſome time. In a little 
while, I aſked them, whether they ſent for me there 5 s 
they ſaid, they did. One of the juitices aſked me, 
where I had that new way, and flrange religion; I 
anſwered him, It was the good old way that the pro-— 
phets and ſervants of God lived and walked in; and 
that way J had found, and deſired to walk in it all 
my days. That juſtice was peeviſh, and ſaid, I think 
the man is mad; I think we muſt have him whipt ; | 
| though I anſwered them according to ſcripture, yet 
they were ignorant of it. They demanded of me 
to take the oath of allegiance and fupremacy 3 I told 
them, that my Lord and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus and his 
apoſtle James, commanded me not to ſwear at all. 


| They had a prieſt with them, who took upon him to 


queſtion me. The firſt thing he aſked me was, which. 


was firſt, reaſon or ſeripture; I told him, -reaſon- 


was before ſcripture ; God made- man a _ reaſonable” 
creature in his own image: and the firſt part of the 


ſcriptures now extant, was writ by Moſes; the 5 


apoſtle tells us, That the law came by Moſes, but grace 
and truth came by Feſus Chrift. © I farther. told them, 


 - that holy men of God gave them forth as they were. 


moved by the Hey Ghoſt. As to this, they ſeemed to. 

be fatisfied. But the prieſt put ſome enſuaring queſ- 
tions to me; and when 1 perceived it, I aſked. the 

| Juſtices, whatthat man was; whether he was a juſtice- 


- 


FL IE 


of the peace or not; and, whether * was not a 
prieſt; they ſaid, They looled upon him to be a fitter 
man than themſelves to diſcourſe with me about religion. 

I told them, I thought he was as the bigh-prieſt 
among the Jews, who put enſiaring queſtions to 
Chriſt, when he was brought before them, to ſeek to 
make him an offender ;. and turned myſelf. to the 

© Juſtices, and · deſired them to take notice of that many, 
who laid. thoſe eninaring queſtions, to ſeek to make. 

me an offender. | Then the prieſt left me, and the 
Juſtices aſked me, ſeeing 1 would not take the oaths, | 
Whether I would. give bail; and ſaid, they would take © 
ny father's bail for. my good behaviour. I told them, 
my cauſe was juft, and I was innocent, and would 
give them no bail, for truth binds me to my good. 
behaviour. Then the high-ſheriff, a very fair man, 
told me, I was a firange man, and of a flrange per- 
ſuaſion, to come with my hat upon my head among them,, 
and would not take the oaths, nor give bail. Yau know,.” 
\ ſaid he, that Paul ſaid to Feſtus, Noble Feſtus. I told 
him, that Paul had tried Feſtus, but I had not as yet | 
tried bim ; and it might be, that L might ſpeak of 
him, Noble Sheriff, Upon this they were moſt of 
them yery. pleaſant. He aſked me, whom 1 did know 
there : there were ſeveral juſtices my relations pre- 
ſent, who very well. knew me, but I made mention 
of none of them; but told them, I knew the chief 
magiſtrate of the town, Charles Jones, whoſe priſon- 
er L was. - Then eg called for. him, and aſked him, 


whether. 
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| whether by knew n me 3 he ſaid, he did very well, for * 

' was born and bred i in the town among them, and was 
a very honeſt young man all along; but, ſaid he, 
what devil he hath now; I know not. They aſked 
bim, whether 1 was his priſmer; ; he faid, I was. Then 2 
faid the Juſtices, take him again to your ciſtady. As 1 
was going out of the room, I told them, that 1 

| brought a good hat on my head there, but was going 
away without it, for ſome of the baſer ſort had con- 
veyed it away, but the juſtices made diligent ſearch 
about it; ſo it was brought me again, and put upon 
my head, and they parted with me very friendly, and 
the town magiſtrate took me a little from them, and 
bid me go home to my wife and family. Many of 


the inhabitants of the town accompanied me home, 


praiſing God in their way for my deliverance, for 
ſeveral things were threatened againſt me; but, bleſſed 
be God, truth was over all and had dominion ; and 


the witneſs of God was reached in many of them, : 


and the high-ſheriff continued loving and kind to 


friends, and ready to ſerve them i in what he could all 
his life-time, as alfs was his OS and. Wo 
vera other of the juſtices. BE. 


About the third month, 1660, many of thoſe! pro- = 


 fellors, captains, lieutenants, and ſoldiers, that were 
in arms in Oliver's and Richard Cromwell's days, | 

were put in priſon in the town of Montgomery. My 
wife and I did foreſee, that I ſhould be ſent there to | 
: we ,. I never was a ſoldier, nor bore wy 


SE 


. — 
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| arms for either ſide. And in a little time there came 
a troop of horſe for me, to bring me to prifon,. My 
relations offered to give bail for me, but it was not 
accepted. 80 I went to acquaint my wife of it, and 
to make myſelf ready to go with them. One of the 
ſoldiers came up ſtairs after me, w. with a piſtol and 
naked ſword, and my wife raiſing herfelf. up, and 
8 ſitting i in bed, being delivered but three days before 
of her firſt child, ſhe faid, Dear huſband be faithful 
to God, whatever becomes. of me. The ſoldier ſeeing 
her, retreated back. 801 went down to the troop 
of horſe ſtanding i in the ſtreet before my houſe. There 
was among them one bad man, that run away in my 
| father's debt, threatened to compel me to follow his 
horſe's heels on foot many miles. But by this time 
ſeveral of the aldermen, and others of the town, were 


E gathered together in the ſtreet, who deſired this' man, | 


and others of the troop, to let me atone for that time, 
and they would engage body for body; that I ſhould 
be in priſon next. morning; ; but they could not pre- 
vail. At length ſome of the aldermen fell into a 
rage, and bid them meddle with me if they durſt 3: and 


did me go to my houſe, which L was not willing to 
do, for great fear came upon me, left there ſhould be | 
a quarrel among them concerning my going ar ſtay- 


ing. But one or two of the aldermen, being more 
.conſiderate than the reſt, deſired their patience till the 


captain might be ſpoken with, who was then in town. 
He ſoon granted that I ſhould ſtay at home that night, 


and 


% 


"+ 
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So that night I ſtaid at home, and next E 
took my journey towards my priſon at Montgomery. 
I avoided the houſe of my uncle, a juſtice of the 


range, and would not difcor 


tn 


and be in Montgomery priſon next morning, and ws 
angry at that bad man for his incivility towards the 
| aldermen that interceded for me; for the captain 


knew I was a peaceable man, and never concerned 


| myſclf/in fighting for one ſide or other. When the 


troop had their orders, they went on their 'way 


and I praiſed God, in the multitude of his mer- 
| cies, that there was no blood ſhed: that day; for 


many of the young men of the town, with the alder- 


men, were gathered together with elubs and ſtaves, 


Gying, What, fhould @ town's born child be fo abuſed - 
by ſuch a bad fellow as that was, before-mentioned': 

my heart often trembled within me, leſt any thing 
ſhould/fall amiſs in this tumult ; and I deſired them 
often, before they went to the captain, that 1 3 ö 
go along with them towards my priſon. 


peace in this county, near my way, and brother-in- 8 


law to this captain, leſt he ſhould ſtop me from going 5 


to priſon. So I went there myſelf alone, and told 


the marſhal, John Maſon, that I was come a pri- 


ſoner; and he took me up to an upper garret for 


my lodging, but I had the liberty of the houſe, as 
well as other priſoners, there being many Preſbyte= . 
rians, Independents, and Baptiſts, who were formerly _ 


my great acquaintance 'but now = ne very | 


4 8 | 


Saered the reaſon, and * fformeds; that theſs old 
formal church - members of profeſſors had agreed 
among themſelves that they-would not diſcourſe with 
me, nor receive any books from me; leſt the moſt 
ſerious inward Chriſtians amongſt them ſhould turn 
Quakers. But in a little time their orders and cove- 
nants were broken, and. I was moved to go to their 
meeting, ſometimes having little to lay among them, 
but a ſigh or a groan, and a travail in my fpicit for 
them, which did often put them out of order in their 
_ preaching and praying; and as the Lord would order 
it, I ſpoke à few words among them. A Baptiſt was 
convinced there, and came to meet with me in my 
room. Cadwalader Edwards was: alſo convinced, 
and came up with us to meet in the priſon; and then 
dicourſings and diſputes began between them and 
me. I wrote a few lines to Gon home to my wife, 
but knew not by whom to ſend it, for it was very 
hard to ſend any papers out .of priſon ; the marſhal, 
or jailer, would examine and ſearch ſuch as came 
in, or went out for letters. An old friend, an ac- 
; quaintance of mine, came to viſit her friends and bre- | 
. thren the profeſſors, in priſon, whom I deſired to carry 

that letter to my wife, as ſhe went through our town 
of Welch-Pool, to her home; ſhe was afraid to med- 
dle with it, partly for fear of the jailer, and alſo leſt 
ſhe ſhould offend her brethren there, I deſired her 
not to be afraid, for I would read it to her firſt, and 
0 * W and le. 
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read it to haſt the was tenderly affected, turned to e 
brethren again, and ſaid, Surely theſe people will never” 
come ta us, but we mut go to them. Some time after, 
through much trouble and affliction, ſhe came to re- 

| ceive the truth; to live in it, and obey it ; ber name 

| was Margaret Bowen, wife of John Bowen, of Coll⸗ 

fryn, and mother to Peter Kan id in 1 

| Grand, London. a SO int, 

In a little time my fervite was over among "thoſe 

| profeſſors i in that priſon,” and the Lord made way for ; | 

my enlargement. In about two weeks I came aways mY | 

and left the reſt of the priſoners there, where the ey 
| 
| 
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continued a confiderable time. I was well ſatisfied” 'Y 
with the goodneſs of God, that I found his preſence, 74 
life, and power with me, a preſent help in the time * ll 
of need, which kept me low and humble, that I durſt 
not rejoice that ſpirits were made ſubje& ; but rather | 
rejoice, that I found my name written in heaven. 1 
came home in great love and peace to my wife and 
\ family, and many of ni TY og.” rejoiced 
\ 26 ſee me. p 

I continued about my calling and buſi neſs, and 
waited upon God to know his mind and will con- 
cerning me. In this time I heard of an honeſt old 
woman, who had received the truth ſome time before 
at Montgomery, her name was Anne Hamon, wife 
of Thomas eee 45 . Wwe and an went to vilie 
her. f : 2 | l 
ee ho i ET 3 22 ; " About 3 
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0 * . 
n the year 1661, I went to a meeting at Edge- | 


Y I - Ant, near Wem, in Shropſhire. Here our friend 
1 William Gibſon and I were taken priſoners, with 


about 25 or 26 more, and ſent to Shrewſbury, We 


found the temper of the jailer to be very cruel. He 


chreatened us with a great deal of hardſhip, if we did 


not eat of his meat, drink of his drink, and lie on 


bis beds, and give him what he demanded. We told 
25 him, we were the king” s priſoners, and demanded a 


free priſon, and ftraw. to lie upon; but he in a rage 
denied us that, and put us in a little room, where 

| there was ſcarce place for us to lie down. When 
night came, ſleep came upon us, we being weary by 
9 ſo many miles on foot, but we were made 
willing and able to ſuffer all things; ſo that night we 

| ap upon the boards, and it was pleaſant unto us, be- 


ing warm weather, and about the time of hay-harveſt. 


NS The next. morning we were very freſh and well, 
praiſing God for his mercies and goodneſs to us, 
when the jailer came to us, and aſked, How we liked 
- our lodging, and hoo we flept ; we told him, We ſlept 
© in peace of conſcience and quietneſs of mind, for we 
a ſuffered for conſcience- ſake towards God, and durſt 


„ not break the command of Chriſt and the apoſtle, 


Who commanded us not to ſwear at all. For our ſup- 
= poſed tranſgreſſien was not only for meeting together, 
but for refuſing the oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy. 
The jailer being a very paſſionate inconſiderate man, 
would $9 out in the — from 188 own houſe, and 
not 


(9) 


not come back till night, and then returned 4 drunk 
| en, that he could hardly ſpeak. or ſtand. The next 
night when we went to lie down, the room was“ ſo 
little we could not all lie at once. The next morn- 
ing we complained to the jailer,. that there was not 
enough of room for us all to lie down, and deſired 
him to let us have a little ſtraw, but it would not be 
granted us. By this time the friends of the town had 
liberty to come to viſit us, and to bring us in ſome 
proviſion; and when the door was opened for us to 
go into another room, there being a bedſtead with 
eords in that room, William Gibſon and I lay upon 
the cords, and next morning we found, that the print 
of the cords was not only in our clothes, but in our 
ſkin. alſo, ſo that it had been eaſier for us to have 
lain upon the boards, as we did before. By this time 
having well obſerved the jailer's humour and temper, 
I began to be uneaſy in myſelf to let him alone; ſo 
I watched him in the morning upon his firſt riſmg, 
when he came to the court before our priſon door, 
and began to diſcourſe with him about the priſoners 
that lay in ſuch hardſhip. I told him,. they were honeſt 
men, and moſt of them maſters of families, and had 
good beds to lie upon at home, but now they were 
content for Chriſt's and the goſpel's ſake, to ſuffer 
that hardſhip, I deſired him to let them have liberty 
to go to their friends i in town at night, and to come 
there in the morning; and if he would not be pleaſed 
to 1 them a little ſtraw, then to let them go lie in 
F 2. | : mar. 
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their own: beds ; ; which he ſurlily denied, calling them 
"2 company of rogues and knaves, and ſuch like terms. 
Fe aſked me, What made me plead for them; I told 
bim, they were my friends. He anſwered, My your 
"friends? You are no Duaker, are you? I ſaid, I am 
called a Quaker. He anſwered, You do not look like a 
Quaker; and he looked me in my face, and on my 
hands and body. 1 deſired him not to diſgrace me fo, 
as to tell me I was no Quaker. Then he aſked me, 
where I lived; I told him, when I was at home, I 
| lived at Welch-Pool, and my family was there. But, 
ſaid he, where are you now ? I aſked him, whether he 
did not know I was a priſoner there with my friends; 
and he aſked me, whether I did lie upon the boards 
*wrth them; I told him, I did. He faid, he 205 ſorry 
For it; but went away in anger, being much diſcon- 
tented in himſelf. I did not fee him till next morn- 
ing, at which time I went to him again, and friendly 
diſcourſed with him; he ſaid, he inquired about me in 
town, and I might take the liberty of the town, I ac- 
knowledged his kindneſs ; but told him, it would be 
no comfort to me, to have the liberty of the town, 
and leave my friends and brethren there. He ſaid, 
then I might ſlay there with them. So I did not ſee 
him till the next morning, and then I went to. him 
again. He was ſo croſs and ill-conditioned, he would 
not ſuffer any other friend to ſpeak to him. William 
Gibſon did ſo judge him for his wickedneſs, that he 


| box him cloſe in a room by himſelf, After five or fix 
| | nights | 


at the next aſſizes. 


. (4) 


nights lying on the boards, 1 prevailed with him, that: 
friends might have the liberty of the town in the 
night, and be there in the morning. So the next day 
he began to be more friendly to us. After ſome days, 
I defired our friend John Millington to come with me. 
to the jailer's houſe, to ſee whether we could have 
leave to go home till the next aſſizes; but then it was 
not granted ; but he told me, if # pleaſed I might go 
home till then. I told him, he might as freely let them 
go as me, for moſt of them lived in the county, and 
I lived out of the county; but no more could we have 
that time of him. I was uneaſy in myſelf (ſeeing 1 


had got a place in him) to let him alone, and preſſed. _ 


for my friends farther liberty. A little time. after- 
wards, by ſerious arguments, as it was harveſt time, 
and hard for their wives, or ſome of their families, to 
come with weekly neceſſaries for them, I, with my. 
friend John Millington, prevailed with him to let 
them go, and he took our words for our AppeAFANCE: 


Through the goodneſs of God, we all returned! to- 
_ gether to Shrewſbury, to our priſon before the aſſizes, 
and found a great alteration in the jailer ; he was 
very low and mournful. He had loſt a priſoner, a a 
malefactor, and was to be tried for his life for 15 
eſcape. He was very loving and kind to us, and let 
friends go themſelves to Bridgenorth, about 14 miles, 
where the aſſizes was then held; and he deſired me 
to tay with him in his affliction, and. not be much. 
F 3. | | from: 
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from him. He kid his life was at ſake, and if God 
And the judge would ſhew him any mercy, he ſaid, it 
was upon our friends account, and not for any deſerts 
that were in himſelf, for he confeſſed he had been too 
ſevere to us; but notwithſtanding, ſaid he, you are 
merciful men, and can forgive wrongs and injuries, 
When we came to Bridgenorth, we were put in a 
large ſpacious room in the houſe of correction, to be 
there in the day-time, that we might be all together, 
and ready when called for; but we had liberty of 
going in and out for lodging, and what neceſſaries 
we wanted ; no keeper being over us, but what we 
ſet ourſelves to look to the door, and that too many 
Friends might not be out at once, and thoſe were not 
to ſtay out too long. We faw it was convenient, 
that friends ſhould go out by two and two, to walk 
the ſtreets; for it was a ſtrange thing to people 
to hear of Quakers. Once it fell to my lot to be 
at the door, (though the door was always open, 


that ſuch who would, might come and ſee us; with 


ſeveral of whom we had reaſonings and diſputes about 
the way of truth and righteouſneſs) there came one, 
| who appeared ſomething like a gentleman, and aſked 
me, whether he might fee the Dugkers ; I deſired him 
to walk up along with me, and he ſhould ſee them. 
When I had brought him up to the room where 
friends were walking, I told him, thoſe were they. 
He anſwered, theſe be Chriſtians like ourſelves, but 
where are the Duakers ? I told him, theſe were they 
that were called Quakers. He aſked me, whether 7 
1 | | | wa 


make the judge ſuch a promiſe as he required, ſo he | 


4 ” ä 
was one of an I told him, I was one ſo called. 
J had an opportunity to declare to him the way 
of truth, and that the name of Quaker was given 
to us in ſcorn and deriſion; and he departed very 
friendly. Some people were ſo blind and dark in 
thoſe days, that they looked upon us to be ſome 
ſtrange creatures, and not like other men and 
women. They would gather much about us, in 
the town, and we had good opportunities to ſpeak of 
the things of God to them. But I was pretty much 
with the jailer, waiting when his trial would be; 
and when it came, I went with him, and ſtood ſome- _ 
what near him, which he was very glad of. The jury 
cleared him, being not found guilty of a wilful eſcape; | 
which was gladneſs to him, and ſatisfaction to us. 
And when the aſſizes was near at an end, the judge 
returned us to one juſtice Holland, except William 
Gibfon, to whom the judge put it, whether he would | 
go home, if he were diſcharged ; but he could not 


was committed again. to .the ſame priſon ; but we 7 
| were freely and friendly diſcharged, having had good 
ſervice in that town, and the Lord was with us, and 
brought us ſafe home, to the comfort of our families - 
and ourſelves ; and we have cauſe to bleſs and praiſe 
the name of the Lord for ever, for all his mercies 
and goodneſs to us all along, in. the time of our 
afflictions and perſecutions. We could ſay, Surely 
God is good to Iſrael, and unta all them that draw 


nigh unto him with an upright heart. . 


* 
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mm the year 1662,. a farther concern came upon'me 
about meetings in this cou intry. One that was con- 
vinced in the priſon of Montgomery, when I was 
there, viz. Cadwaladar Edwards, who lived near Do- 
lobran, promiſed me that we ſhould have his houſe to + 
keep a meeting in. I went to know: whether he 
would perform his promiſe, which he readily granted; 
and J appointed the day and time with him, which he 
gave notice of to his neighbours thereabouts.. I being 
; deſtitute of a friend to accompany. me to the meeting, 
| depended upon the Lord, that he would provide a 
ſuitable companion to go with me. And my. wife 
going to Shrewſbury, I told her of the meeting, and 
deſired her to ſpeak to friends there of it, that if there 
was any public friend there, he might come home 
along with her. There happened to be Richard | 
Moor, of Salop, a worthy and faithful labourer in 
the goſpel, who came along with her to our houſe 
in Welch-Pool. This was in the ninth month, 1662. 
A day or two after, we went to the meeting, where 
came in Charles Lloyd, of Dolobran, who was for- 
merly in commiſſion of the. peace,. and had been in- 
election to be high-ſheriff- of that county, and alſo. 
ſeveral of his well-meaning neighbours, ſome of them. - 
were profeſſors, belonging to the ſame people that 1 
formerly belonged to. The Lord was not wanting, 
but afforded unto us his good preſence; life and 
power came from him, that reached to the hearts and 
underſtandings of moſt. of the people then preſent, 
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who gave teſtimony to the truth, life and power of 
God, that appeared with us that time; and i in che 
love, fear, and life of truth we parte. 

The next morning we went to viſit Charles . 
of Dolobran, who tenderly received us, and ſeveral 
that were at the meeting, came there that day; 
where we had a ſweet, comfortabl e, refreſhing, | time, 
in the preſence of the Lord; as it is ſaid, In his 
preſence is fulneſs of joy, and at his right hand there 
are pleaſures. for evermore. Pſal. xvi. 11. . 

The report of this meeting went through the coun- 
try, ſome ſaying, that moſt af that ſide of the country 
were turned Quakers. Whereupon divers were ſent 
for, before Edward Lord Herbert, Baron of Cher- 
bury, to a place where he then lived, called Llyſſin, 
about three miles from Dolobran. Aſter ſome diſ- 
courſe with them, he ſent them to Welch - Pool to 
priſon, for refuſing to take the oath of allegiance and 
ſupremacy, which they refuſed, becauſe they could 
not ſwear at all; they being about ſix ſent together, 
viz. Charles Lloyd, Hugh David, Richard David, 
Cadwalader Edwards, Anne Lawrence, Sarah Wil- 
| ſon, &c. where they were continued very cloſe 

priſoners. | | | | 

In a little time were added n to this Wil. 
liam Lewis, and Margaret his wife, who were owners 
of the houſe at Cloddiecochion, before mentioned, 


where I was moved to go, about the year 1657, to a 


meeting of the profeſſors, afterwards the place of my 
abode, 


( 52 ) 
m the year 1662, a farther concern came upon me 
about meetings in this country. One that was con- 
vinced in the priſon of Montgomery, when I was 
there, viz. Cadwaladar Edwards, who lived near Do- 5 
lobran, promiſed me that we ſhould have his houſe to E 
keep a meeting in. I went to know: whether he 
would perform his promiſe, which he readily granted; 
and I appointed the day and time with him, which he 
gave notice of to his neighbours thereabouts.. I being 
. deſtitute of a friend to accompany me to the meeting, 
depended upon the Lord, that he would provide a 
ſuitable companion to go with me. And my wife 
- _ _ going to Shrewſbury, I told her of the meeting, and 
deſired her to ſpeak to friends there of it, that if there 
was any public friend there, he might come home 
along with her. There happened to be Richard 
Moor, of Salop, a worthy and faithful labourer in 
the goſpel, who came along with her to our houſe 
in Welch-Pool. This was in the ninth month, 1662. 
A day or two after, we went to the meeting, where 
came in Charles Lloyd, of Dolobran, who was for- 
merly in commiſſion of the peace, and had been in 
election to be high-ſheriff of that county, and alſo 
| ſeveral of his well-meaning neighbours, ſome of them 
were profeſſors, belonging to the ſame people that I 
formerly belonged to. The Lord was not wanting, 
but afforded unto us his good preſence; life and 
power came from him, that reached to the hearts and 
underſtandings of moſt of the people then preſent, 


„„ 1 
who gave teſtimony to the truth, life and power of 
God, that appeared with us that time; and in the | 
love, fear, and life of truth we parted. © | 

The next morning we went to viſit Charles Lloyd, 
of Dolobran, who tenderly received us, and ſeveral 
that were at the meeting, came there that day; 
where we had a ſweet, comfortable, refreſhing, time, 
in the preſence of the Lord; as it is faid, In his 
preſence rs fulneſs of jey, and at his right hand there 
are pleaſures. for evermore. Pal. xvi. 11. | ; 

The report of this meeting went through the coun- 
try, ſome ſaying, that moſt of that ſide of the country 
were turned Quakers. Whereupon divers were ſent 
for, before Edward Lord Herbert, Baron. of Cher- 
bury, to a place where he then lived, called Llyſſin, 
about three miles from Dolobran. After ſome diſ- 
_ courſe with them, he ſent them to Welch-Pool to 

priſon, for refuſing to take the oath of allegiance and 
ſupremacy, which they refuſed, becauſe they could 
not ſwear at all; they being about fix ſent together, 
viz. Charles Lloyd, Hugh David, Richard David, 
Cadwalader Edwards, Anne Lawrence, Sarah Wil- 
ſon, &c. where they were continued very cloſe 
| priſoners, | | | 4 

In a little time were added FR Nt to n Wil- 
liam Lewis, and Margaret his wife, who were owners 
of the houſe at Cloddiecochion, before-mentioned, 
' Where I was moved to go, about the year 1657, to a 


GER of the profeſſors, afterwards the place of my 
abode. 
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abode. This William Lewis, my near relation, was 


. be that led me out of the houſe to the common, and 


ſhut the gate againſt me, as before related, page 30. 
And thus the word of the Lord was fulfilled, that 


came to me then, That thoſe people ſhould own” and 


receive truth, and that houſe ſhould be a. meeting - houſe 
for Wy" which it now _ 8925 hath- been theſe forty 
years. e 

The oath of 3 a 8 8 ten- 
fred to them, they could not take it for conſcience- 
fake; ſwearing at all being forbidden by Chriſt and 


his apoſtle James; ſo they were ſent to priſon, and 
... continued prifoners there. Edward Evans alſo, an 
| _ honeſt and ſubſtantial man, was committed to priſon 


for the ſame ſuppoſed offence, who was convinced. 
fome time before; T having had ſome weighty diſ- 
courſe with him about the things of God. He told 
me, when he was in priſon with. V avaſor Powell, with 


many more of their brethren in Pool jail, that Vava- 


for leaning upon a window of their priſon that opened 
to the ſtreet, ſaw me and my dear wife paſs by, and 
ſaid, Behold Zacharias and Elizabeth: it was ſaid of 

them, that they walked in all the commandments of C 
blameleſs. This Edward Evans, and ſome others of 
the priſoners, looking out through the window, ſaw 


us two called Quakers, that he and others a little 
before had preached ſeverely againſt. | They looked 


upon it, that the Lord had forced him to give that 
teſtimony of us, and n of them, as Edward 
= vans 


| 8 | 7 
Evans ſaid, were convinced by that teſtimony of his 
concerning us; and in ſome time after came to live 
in obedience to the truth, and ſuffered for it. 

Theſe pri iſoners were kept very cloſe, ſome of them 
were- ſubſtantial. freeholders, who were put in a dirty 
naſty place near the ſtable and houſe of office, being 
a low room; ; the felons and other malefactors i in a 
chamber over head, their chamber- pots and excre- 
ments, &c. often falling upon them. Charles Lloyd, 
who was a little before in commiſſion of the peace, 
was put in a little ſmoaky room, and did lie upon a 
little ſtraw himſelf for a conſiderable time; and at 
length his tender wife Elizabeth, that was of : a con- 
ſiderable family, (daughter of Sampſon Lort, near 
Pembroke in South Wales) was made willing to lie 
upon ſtraw with her dear and tender huſband. And 
thus they both, with the reſt of friends, did rather 
chooſe to ſuffer afflietion with the people of Ged, than 10 
enjoy the pleaſures of fin far a ſeaſon. 

I ſtaid at home with them for ſome time, keeping 
our meetings in priſon 3 but at length the jailer had 
ſtrict charge to keep me from among them, alledging, 
that I ſtrengthend them in their way and principles; ; 
and when the jailer kept me out, I went to a neign- ; 
bour's back yard, having leave of him to ſee them, 
and ſpeak with them. > TP 5 2 

The ſufferings of friends being now very great, and 
ſtill increaſing, they ſent the following paper to ide 
. held at Montgomery... e 
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wy C F ORASMUCH as it is not ee to you, 
that we, who by the ſcorners of this world (that 
know not God) are called Quakers, are detained 
and kept cloſe priſoners, only for the teſtimony of 
a good conſcience towards God and man, our 


| friends not being ſuffered to viſit us, though drunk- 
ards, liars, thieves and robbers, are not debarred of 


their friends admittance to them. This unheard of 
cruelty, were enough itſelf to eſtabliſh us in our 
ways, if they were never ſo erroneous, as you ſay, 
This we are perſuaded in our hearts, that never 
did Chriſt, nor any of his apoſtles, uſe this, or any 
other way of cruelty, or perſecution, to convince 
any of their errors, but contrarywiſe, by Yound 


doctrine, and good converſation, and doing unto 


others, as they would they ſhould do unto them; for 
that was the rule that Chriſt left to true Chriſtians. 

Now conſider, in the ſoberneſs of your hearts 
and ſpirits, that if you were in our condition, weuld 
not you deſire your enlargement? And ſeeing it is 


the king's clemency, in a declaration bearing date 


the 26th day of December, 1662, wherein he ſays, 


be is glad to lay hold on this occaſion,” to re-e eablijh 


and renew unto all his ſubjefts concerned in thoſe 


promiſes, indulged by a true tenderneſs of conſcience. 
| 8 * 


2 BY 


© This aſſurance and Sh netten of his promiſe 
< made at Breda, upon the word of a king, „5 
e ds declare all liberty to tender conſciences, and 
© that no man ſhall be diſquieted, or called in queſtion 
© for differences of opinions in matters of religion. And 
© moreover he'faith, in the ſame declaration; as for | 
© what conterns the penalties upon theſe, who living 
c peareably, do not conform thereunto through ſeruple 
© and tenderneſs of miſguided conſciences, but modeſtly, 
© withont ſcandel, perform their devotions in their own 
© way. We underſtand by theſe words, viz. that it 
© is his fatherly tare,, to publiſh this his declaration, 
© to ſtop and prevent all other acting, according to 
former ads made 1 liberty of tender conſciences. ” 
: And we hope that you will be as favourible to us, 
your neighbours, (ſeeing power is committed to 
© your hands) as the king, being chief magiſtrate, i is 
unto his ſubjects. Theſe things have we ſeen fit 
© and convenient to lay before you, that you may 
underſtand we are not ignorant of the king's cle - 
© mency towards us. And we (whoſe names are 
underwritten) do wait the fulfilling and performing 
this one other word more of a king, by you who 
profeſs yourſelves to be his obedient and loyal ſub- 
© jets ; notwithſtanding all which former words and 
« promiſes of the king, the ſupreme magiſtrate; we 
© have been perſecuted more by you, his inferior . 
© magiſttates in this county, than in many other 
counties. And farther, that you may be left with- 
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_ out excuſe for that, if you do perſecute us, it is 
To without any cauſe from us, or any order from the 
© ſupreme magiſtrate, the king of England. If you 
do juſtice herein, the Lord will bleſs you ; 3 if not, 
< ſin will lie at your door. . a 

Thheſe from your friends, that 8 the 4 0 100 = 
4 welfare of your ſouls and bodies, that have received 
© the ſpirit of meekneſs; that can pray for them that 
« perſecute us, and deſpitefully uſe us, who in pa- 
< tience and long-ſuffering are content to ſubmit to 
* the will of God, who renders to every man accord- 
ing to the deeds done. in the fleſh,” | 


: -Hiophane: Walden, Sarah —.— 
Kichard Davies, _ Margaret Lewis, 
= Edward Evans,” Catherine Evans, 
Charles Lloyd, Anne Lawrence. 
agb Dari, „ 
2 een ; 


5 The foregoing paper was ſent to the — at 
| their quarter-ſeſfions, held at Montgomery, the Sth 
| day of the eleventh month, 1662. 

A copy of it alſo was ſent to the chief juſtices at 
Ludlow by the zeln, together with another pope 
F directed to them. | 
A little time. EY this 1 went to en near 


| Bala, i in Merionethſhire, to , viſe ſome friends and 


IS, » : ? 
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cad profeſſors e who received me e kindly, and 
there I ſettled a meeting among them, in the power 
of God; and from thence I came home, where I Raid 
but a little while, to viſit theſe priſoners. Soon after 
I went to the houſe of Owen Lewis, at Tyddyney 
Gareg, near Dolegelle, in Merionethſhire, a man 
that had been in commiſſion of the peace in Oliver's 
days, and was newly come from prifon from Bala, 
who received me kindly, (be was firſt convinced by 
Thomas Briggs. Y From thence I went 0 Robert 
Owen's, of Dolycere, near Dolegelle, who had alſo 
been a juſtice of peace, and a commander in Oliver's 
time. He received me and my teſtimony ; as did 
alſo Owen Humphrey of Llwyngwril, near the ſea- 
ſide in the ſaid county, (who was a Juſtice of the 
peace in Oliver” $ days) and his father, his brothers 
Samuel and John Humphrey. Theſe,” with many 
more there, received the truth in the love of 121 and 
continued Faithful, ſerviceable men i in their country, 
kept meetings i in their houſes, and many were gather- 
ed to the Lord among the rocks and mountains in 
thoſe parts 3 ; this was in the year. 1662. After this 
journey, the Lord brought me ſafe home to my wife 
and family, to the comfort of friends, «ng. one : another 
in the Lord. ln , 

Not long after this, Tab Li6ga, b brother to 
Charles Lloyd of Dolobran, bearing his brother was 
in priſon, came from Oxford to viſit him, baving 
deen⸗ a ſtudent there ſeveral years (as alſo. his brother 

G2 | Charles 


- Charles had been before kim) * told 1 me, that the 
great ſufferings of friends, in that city of Oxford, by 
the magiſtrates, and by the wild and ungoldly ſcholars, 
did work much upon them ; and they had ſome ſecret 
love for friends then. So when Thomas, Lloyd came 
home, being ſome time, with friends in priſon, and 
elſewhere, the Lord opened his underſtanding by his 
light, life, and power, and he received the truth and 
was obedient to it, took up his daily croſs, and fol- 
lowed Jeſus, came to be his diſciple, was taught by 
him, and went no more to Oxford for learning; ; and 
1 may fay with David, The Lord made him wiſer than 
all his former teachers. He ſtaid pretty much at home, 
and with his eldeſt brother Charles Lloyd, and in 
theſe parts. 

- The jailer of Welch-Pool was very cruel to friends 
and continued them in that naſty hole before-men- 
tioned, till Edward Evans fell ſick, by reaſon of the ; 
dampneſs and unhealthineſs of the room, and died; 
and the jailer would not ſuffer us to have his body 
to be buried, except we would pay the coroner, and 
ſo clear him, as if he had no hand in his death ; but 
at laſt his relations prevailed without a coroner s in- 
queſt, and they toek and buried him on an hill, on the 
back-ſide of the ſteeple-houſe in Welch-Pool ; and it 


. happened, as they were digging the grave, they found 


ſome bones of a man, and upon inquiry. in ſome old 
records, it was ſaid, there was an old judge buried 
there; and the name of that place is called ever 

| ſince, 
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ſince, [Judge's Hill. We had got no burying-place 
of our own then, but were about having one. "$ 
Thomas Lloyd and I not being priſoners now, 


5 though (except us two) moſt that were then con- i 


vinced were prifoners.;- the report of ſuch who were 
turned Quakers, being ſpread abroad, they were ſoon : 
ſent for before a magiſtrate, and the oath of alle- 
giance and ſupremacy was tendered both to men and 
women; and they for conſcience-ſake- Rs it, 
were ſent to priſon in order to be premunire t. 
My friend Thomas Lloyd and I were moved to og 


mitting friends to priſon; we began at the fartheſt 


Edward Lord Herbert, Baron of Cherbury, at Llyſſin 
aforeſaid, who had committed Charles Lloyd, and 
ſeveral other friends; we underſtood on the way, that 
he was at a bowling- green, and ſeveral with bim, 
near a place called the Cann Office, near the highway 
ſide, and not far from Llyſſin, where we beheld them J 


bowling. We conſidered with each other, which. 


way to take, there being a peeviſh prieſt, the ſaid 


lord's chaplain, with them; ſo I aſked Thomas 
Lloyd, whether he would engage the prieſt in diſ- 


courſe, or go to the faid lord; which he choſe, and 
got into the green leiſurely towards him, where moſt 
of them knew Thomas; but he went not in their 
eomplimenting poſture. He ſtaid there but a little 


while, and they broke up their game, and while he 


8 3 Fo diſcourſed 
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| os his family to live in; and we kept our meetings 


: 'x 62) | 
diſcourſed. with the Lord Herbert, I diſcourſed a little | 


with the prieſt. Lord Herbert coming towards the 


prieſt and me, he ſaid to the prieſt, Mr. Jones what 
have you got there? He anſwered, A Quaker, and 
haberdaſher of hats, that lives in Welch-Pool. O). 
ſaid Lord Herbert, I thought he was ſuch an one, 
he keeps his hat ſo faſt upon the block. Then he in- 
tending and preparing to come down a great ſteep 
ditch, I ſtepped down to lend him my hand to help 
him; another prieſt would have ſtepped between me 


and him, but Lord Herbert refuſed the prieſt's help; 
and ſtopping a little, ſaid to the prieſt, Here is a bro- 
ther that ſtands by will ſay, The blind leads the blind, 
and bath Toll fall into the ditch... The prieft was ſo 


drunk, that he could not ſtand by himſelf. This 
lord being a very big fat man, took my help to eome 
down, ſo we went along with him towards his own 
houſe at Llyſſin, laying the ſufferings of our friends 


before him, and that their ſufferings were for their 


conſcience- ſakes towards God. He gave us no grant 
then for their enlargement, but we heard that he ſent 


private inſtructions, and they had more liberty. The 


jailer had an empty houſe at the end of the town, and 
there he let friends go, which was a ſweet convenient 
place near the fields, without any keeper over them, 
and they had the liberty of the town, and to go where 


they pleaſed, except to their own. houſes. 


So Charles Lloyd took a houſe in town, for him. 


Dp : 


» wQg NUT TP 


2 


„„ (63 5 e 
in that houſe, of the Jailer' 8 aforeſaid, fie: ſeveral 


years. Moſt of friends by this time being under a 


premunire, many friends came from ſeveral places to 
viſit them, and thoſe that were convinced towards 


Machynlleth, William Evans, and ſeveral others of 


that end of the county (who were formerly Inde- 
pendents) were ſent here to priſon upon the ſame z ac- 
count, refuſing to take the oaths of allegiance and 
ſupremacy. Peter Price alſo, a worthy man of Rad- 


norſhire, was ſent to this priſon; he had been in 


commiſſion of che peace in Oliver's days 3 he, with | 
ſeveral others with him, were committed by the 
juſtices of this county, to the houſe of correction in 
Welch-Pool, for three months, as vagrants, becauſe - 
they came out of their own county Radnorſhire, ad- 
joining to this county of Montgomeryſhire, where 


they remained the three months; but they had the | 


liberty of the town, and to go to meetings with the 


reſt of the priſoners. Other friends, that lived in and 
about the town, met with them in priſon, and con- 


ſiderable meetings we had in that houſe. 1 
A little after this, Thomas Ellis, called a bars. 


in the Independent congregation, was convinced; 
man of great eſteem among them, and ſo he was ao 


afterwards amongſt us. He came to my houſe to 
viſit the priſoners, his. former fellow church members, 


and ſhewed me a letter that came to him from their 


miniſter, Vavaſor Powell, lamenting the deplorable 
condition and r * were in at that time; fay- 


ing, 


———— — ne 


(6) 
> ing, That the Glien, were in great danger to be 
folit between ibo rocks; that was, the World and 9, 
(meaning the Quakers) but the worft, faid he, is . 
But the Lord had opened Thomas Ellis's underſtand- 
ing, and given him a fight of their decay and formali- | 
ties. Some years before the Lord did break in among 
Kei; to the convincing of many of them; for Tho- 
8 mas told me, that there came two women friends 
| among them, in the time of their breaking of their 
bread, (I ſuppoſe it was before I came from: London) 
and when they had the motion of truth upon them, 
they opened't their mouths in the name of the Lord, i in. 
much fear and humility ;' ſo that the Independent 
_ *elders ſtood ſtill and gave the women leave to ſpeak 
what they k had to fay to the people; then the profeſſors 
went on again with their buſinels; and after ſome 
time the friends ſpoke” again; and then they com- 
manded them to be taken away, but none was very 
ready to do it. Then their miniſter, Vavaſor Powell 
called Brother Ellis, take them. aways' Thomas Ellis 
told me, that he remembered Chriſt was not haſty. 
in paſling ſentence upon the woman, that the Jews 
brought before him in the eaſe of adultery ;- ; 
Pooped down, and ꝛorote with his finger upon the _—_ 
'a though | he heard them not. 80 T. Ellis told me, he 
was not willing to take them away, till they had fully 
cleared themſelves of what was upon them to deliver 
among them; but at laſt they called to him again, 
and bid him take „ Then he aroſe from 
. among 
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them to go with him to the next room, for he had 
; Friends, you ſee. how we are met together here ; z we 
are like the Prodigal, who was pending his portion, 


" ſpent all, we muſt. return to our heavenly Father, and 


and he became a faithful labourer and ſerviceable man 
among us; and at, length he was made a priſoner 
here at Welch- Pool. 


quaintance and fellow church members owned truth; 
he came to give them a viſit i in the love of God, and 
alſo to viſit thoſe Independents he formerly walked 


with me to deliver to them, which was thus: 


4 65 ) 
among «a company and went to them, a defired | 


ſomething to ſay to. them, and the friends went rea- 
dily with him; then he told. them on this wiſe: 


and we have a little yet unſpent; and when we have 


come to you. and your ways : The friends went away | 
well ſatisfied. I have made much inquiry who theſe 
friends were, and from whence they came, but could 
not certainly learn who they were. As for our friend 
Thomas Ellis, the Lord bleſfed him, and poured his 
ſpirit upon him, and gave him part of the miniſtry, 


About the year 166 3 0 our friend * Parkes 
came from the north „hearing that ſome of | his ac- 


among that were not convinced; and he left a paper 


(6) 


4 Lanntaties and- Warning fun the part God, in 
the Love of Crit Fe eſus, unto all the Profe rs it 
 North-Wates »efpecially thoſe about Mrerbami in Den. 
big bhpire, and Welch-Vbol in Montgomeryſhire, whim 
eee 7 have known, and walked with, in a Fel. 
«  lmofbip and Worſhip, till the Lord*#wakened me out 
Sleep, and opened in me an. Ear io hear his Voice, 
ꝛhich cried, Come out from amongſt them, and 
de thou ſeparate 3 touch no > unclean Fong: and [ 
on Will receive thee. | 


he 


4. 
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e $6 Sid: 4 lend an ear, O ye e | 
$ « of Wrexham and Welch-Pool, .and all- the places 
© and towns adjacent thereunto, who have been 
2 called churches of Cbriſt, and. members of his body, 
5 and followers f the Lamb. I am come in my 
+. Father's name to viſit. you, i in bowels of bis 
love, in this the day of your calamity and ad- 
& verſity have T viſited many of you, in obedience to 
his command, who ſent me in his name and fear 
s into theſe parts, chiefly for your ſakes at this time, 
© that you might hear, and come to fear him, whoſe 
0 voice hath ſhaken the earth, and removed it out of 
© its place; and he is making the keepers of the 
© houſe to tremble, and he hath bound the ſtrong man 
© in many, that was armed, and formerly kept the 


5 en then all was at peace 3 but a ſtronger than 
| | 5 | © he 
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© he is riſen, and manifeſt in the hearts of thouſands, 

c even Chriſt Jeſus, the Light of the world, who en- 
< lighteneth every one that cometh into the world, 
© that all in him, and through him, 'might believe. 
« He is dividing the ſpoil, and ſpoiling principalities 
© and powers; and they whoſe eyes come to fee him 
the Lord of Haſts, come to be undone. | When 
< Moſes faw the appearance of the Lord, he did ex- 
0 ceedingly fear and quake. It was he that made 


« Habakkuk tremble, and his lips to quiver. And 


vhoſoever comes to know Chriſt, muſt know him 
through death, be baptized into his death, and ſuffer 
with him, before they came to live and reign with 
© him, They mutt repent of all their wickedneſs, 
© and turn from it, before they can came to be affured 
of reſt and peace. Let none think God, will wink 
at their wickednels, as he did in the times of igno- 
© rance; for now he is leaving all without excuſe, 
and calling every man to repent. The light is 
© riſen, that manifeſts fin and hypocrify in them that 
© hold truth in unrighteouſneſs, it is not the name of 5 
0 being called +11 wm ſerve —"— your 
* © quenss ot 4 3 

hes”, ye eier of all den Se the higbed Wu 
© the loweſt; from the richeſt to: the poorefbb14: am 
© moved. of the Lord God to warn you, that while 
you have time and ſpace, you may be-redeemed.out = 

< of all evil; and that you might come out from 

, * evil-doers, 21 fo be faved from the wrath 


© and | 
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and gekruction that will overtake the workers of 


- © iniquity, wl repent not of their evil deeds, to 


© give God the glory; and with the whirlwind of his 
< wrath, he will vex you in his ſore diſpleaſure. 
< ye profeſſors of Chriſt, and the apoſtle's words! 
< who are not come to his life, nor to be of the ſame 
mind that he was of, who endured the contradiction 
of ſinners, and was made perfect through ſuffer. 
ings 3 whom the apoſtles bore teſtimony to, and 
ſuffered for; being of the ſame mind, they did 
not ſhrink nor bow, nor let go their teſtimony, 
when perſecution aroſe becauſe of the word; but 
they overcame by the blood of the Lamb, and by 
the word of his teſtimony, which they held; and 
they loved not their lives unto death.—Are you all 
ſo blind, that you cannot ſee yourſelves to be out 
of the light and image of Chriſt; and out of their 


practice, who followed him, and confeſſed him, and 


c did not deny him before men; neither did they 


change their religion, as the powers of the earth 
changed. For whatſoever the powers of the earth 
c countenanced, or diſcountenanced, they mattered 


© not, who were of the true church that is in God, 
<, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the pillar and 
ground of truth; but that which God made' mani- 


< feſt to be his will, that they did; and though they 
E were charged, by the powers that Were then, to 


< ſpeak no more in his name, yet Tay you in {hs 


© name, and did not — his name, 
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1 Dare you ſay, that you are ſaints, and of this 
church of Chriſt, and yet live in the breach of nis 
commandments, who ſaid, Swear not at all; as 
_ © ſome more eminent in eſteem amongſt you have 
done, and have taught others to do? Doth not the 
land mourn becauſe of ſwearing ? Are not ſuch like 
e the Scribes and Phariſees, who would not enter into 
| © the kingdom of heaven themſelves, nor ſuffer them 
© that would to enter in? Are not ſuch now ſhutting _ 
© up the kingdom of heaven againſt men ? And muſt 
© not the woes from the Lord be pronounced againſt 
© them? Yea, aſſuredly, and will overtake- them; 
© pain ſhall ſuddenly come upon them, ag on a tra- 
© vailing woman, and they ſſiall not eſtape it. The 
Lord is come to deliver his people out of the teeth 
c of theſe devourers, who with good words and fair 
ſpeeches have deceived the hearts of ſome more 
© ſimple: and honeſt amongſt you, and made mer- 
© chandiſe of them, by promiſing you peace, While 
© you are in your wicked ways and works; Which 
« the true prophets and apoſtles of old, whom the 
Lord ſent,” could not do; neither can they, whe - 
© are of the ſame deſcent, royal ſeed,,,and off-ſpriag 25 
© now; they know, there is no peace to be ſpoben 
© to any, while they are in their wicked ways, drink - 
© ing up iniquity as the ox drinkęth water. Oh. 
my heart is broken within me, and I cannot but 
take up a lamentation for you, Who have been 
eee ee the Wen nan. | 
ons Joi: 1367 * am 2 been i 
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* en called W 20 ſee you carried away cap- 
tive, by the prince of the power of the air, that 
© ruleth in the children of diſobedienee; and that you 
* ſhould be yet lying under the bondage of corruption 
© and in fin; the wages whereof is death ; out of the 
* glorious liberty of the ſons of God; and that death 
ſhould reign over you, ſubjecting you to the power 
< of the enemy; and you are taken captive by him 
*< at his will, loaden with fins, and led away with | 
© divers luſts, like the /illy women, ſpoken of in the 
4 ſcriptures: of truth, that were ever learning, and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth, but 
© refift it; and ſo err in your minds, not knowing 
< the ſcriptures, nor the power of God, though you 
© talk of them. If you knew the ſcriptures. and the 
power of God, vrhich brings into the life of them, 
7 'you would witneſs the ability the ſaints in former 
times had, and now the ſaints of the Moſt High 
«- have, to ſtand over the powers of darkneſs, hell 
and death; then you would come to that which 
© cannot be ſhaken, nor the gates of hell prevail 
Againft —Zut have not the powers of darkneſs 
"Wk eee againſt you, overcome you, and made you 

"© bow to their will, and to their laws, that will bind 
the conſcience, and hinder its full liberty? | 
Ob! confider ſeriouſly, and weigh in the coolneſs 
of your ſpirits, and in the fear of the Lord, what 
4 you have done; whether you have not received the 


'© bealt's _ cither in your foreheads or in your 
« hands: 
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c hands : : have you not fainted in the day of ad- 
3 verſity Have you not let go the profeſſion of your | 
faith, and wavered i in your minds? Have vou not 
e licked. up your old vomits again? Are you not 
© wallowing in the filth of iniquity, and in your 
« fleſhly minds, walking i in ſenſuality and in the car- 
* nal mind, which is enmity againſt God? Is it not 
death to be carnally- minded? Are they not- in | 
death that are in the carnal mind ? It is not ſtrange 
© to me, if I find ſuch an enmity 3 | becauſe I expect 
no other from natural men, who perceive not. the 
J things of the ſpirit. You have rejected the chief 
© Corner-ftone, which is laid in Sion for a founda- 
tion, and have not believed in the Light of the 
© world, who is become the Head- ſtone in God's 
© building and huſbandry, and. of the church that is: 
pure, without ſpot or wrinkle, Which is in God 
© the Father of our 'Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the pillar; and 
© ground of truth. This is the city fought out, not ü 
«< forſaken. This is the habitation of God throu ch. 
© the ſpirit, the ſtones whereof are laid with fair 
© colours, the foundation of ſapphire, : and all the bor 
© ders of pleaſant ſtones, Such being redeemed out 
« of fin, and from under the bondage. of corruption 
| © cannot plead for it, as ſome, looked upon amongſt 
vyou more than others, do and would endeavour 
to make you believe, that che prophet | Tfaiah'1 was 
*. always a man of unc lean lips; but that was was before 
© he was undone, and while the woe. was ns 


ir 
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++ Ab, brutiſh i is that ſpirit that would i imagine, that 
our God ſhould make uſe of a man to do fo much 
0 for his name and honour, EO Iſaiah did, and yet 
4 continue a man of unclean lips. This I teſtify, 
© that Ifaiah's iniquity was taken away, and his ſins 
© purged out, Such manifeſt * to be | igno- 
< rant of Chriſt's death. and manifeſtations, which i is 
« to take away ſin, and in him is no ſin. All that | 
s come to believe in his light, and to walk in it, have 
* « fellowſhip, one with another, and the blood of Jeſus 
| 8 Chriſt cleanſeth them from all ſin. Such come by 
c him to be made free from ſin, and ſervants to 
« righteouſneſs ; 3. not of ſin; for ſin and iniquity 
«4 comes to be done away; - and then God beholds no 
4 iniquity in Jacob, nor tranſgreſſion in Iſrael : -and 
5 to ſuch is given the tongue of the learned, to ſpeak 
14 a word in due ſeaſon to the weary, Such come to 
« know the pure language, which the Lord promiſed | 
to turn to his people. Such ſet a watch before 
< their mouths, and have a bridle for their tongue, 
6 Now ſome plead for uncleanneſs, becauſe the pro- 8 
55 bet faid, he was a man of unclean lips, before he 
* touched with the lively coal, and before his 
105 „ iniquity was done away, and his ſins purged out; 
by and. aſſuredly one day you ſhall all know that this 


5 is a falſe cover, too narrow to cover yourſelves 


Fc with, who break the commands of Chriſt, and teach 
2 BE ant ſo to do; 3 and that put your hands to the 
ae and look back z ſo that Tye are not fit for 
dhe 


5 


\ 


* 
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c the kingdom of en. You. 1 are filled ER your: 
+. 
© own ways, wicked devices, and falſe covers you 
2 get to cover yourſelves withal; but all your falle 
1 coverings will prove oo narrow 3 5+ and your beds 
© of. eaſe, and falſe reſts, which you think to Afetch 
G yourſelves upon, too ſhort; f and: no o teſt e or peace 
© there ſhall you have, but you ſhall all yet be 2 —5 
© tried, and your folly | be made more manifeſt; d 
& all the falſe covers, all profeſſors out of the life an 
© power of God have been covered with, halt b : 
© plucked off; yea, all that are covered, and n not 
© with the Spirit of the Lord. The woe is to Fong 
© who are adding ſin to ſin, and are not come t to 
Gs cleanneſs of heart, or cleanneſs of lips ; and as. | 
& Jong as you. are in the uncleanneſs, and the belt of a 
© you, as a brier pleading for it it, .bluſh for = 
C. Relinquiſh the title of Garch. wen berciſe til yo 
come to tread i in, the ſteps of of Chrif , and 6 bim; : 
** bis ſervants ye are to whom. y een, n Nestes 
«- yourſelves no longer with the name e of Chiiffians | 
0 only, but come to the nature, to is wie the kr 
old nature and birth flain, and brought bt under; ;- 
which you, all muſt do, before ever you com come to - 
Go know.the new nature, or birth that is of the ſpirit 14 
0. for that which is born of the get, that i de, ; 
c and that which is born of th ſpirits ON "that z ti s py fit. . 
„If any man be in Chritt, h - a _ creature 3; 3; 
c old. things are paſled a away, and alf things 5 are 2 
; of | 


c. come. new. „The church of { Chriſt 18 ing © up 23 
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| * fing ſomes, ſquared and hewed into 8 com- | 
1 plete together, made a ſpiritual houſhold, purged, 
| 5 waſheg, and made white, 2 and the filth of the fleſn 
* done away. Such come to- be veſſels of honour, fit 
C for the: Maſter' s uſe ; receive of the heavenly trea- 
. ſute into the earthen veſſel; and out of the abun- 
c dance of the treaſury of the heart, bring forth good + 
o things. With the heart man believeth unto righ- 
4  teouſneſs ; and with the mouth confeflion j is made 
« .unto, ſalvation. . 
. 80 every one come to him that Exrchath” the 
o + heart, trieth. the reins, and will reward every one 
« © according to their works, or deeds done in the body, 
= © whether they be good or evil; for the Lord God will 
be no longer mocked, ſuch as you ſow you muſt 
5 0 reap; ; he. will no longer bear your halt and blind 
2 © ſervice, and dead worſhips, out of the life and 
© power of God. 5 Your hypocriſy and diſſimulation 
* is ſeen by the ſpirit of truth, - that leads and guides 
« * into. all truth, which you ſhall one day know is now 
C (os, with you, as it did with them before the 
22 z yet ſhall not always ſtrive with men. It 
* who Tequireth theſe things at your hands? 
* Ad do | you, think. God i is pleaſed, or will now- be 
« ſerved with the dry, dead, and airy ſervice and wor- 
. 4 1 tell you nay ; the light of the glorious 
« poſpel_ is "manifeſt, and the pearl of great price is 
75 found, and. many have ſold, and parted with all 


* which was moſt tear to > them, and which they moſt 
„ - _ 
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0 delighted i in, bay it; and they who come to be- 
lieve in Chriſt Jeſus, the Light, the Way, the Truth, 
© the Life, and to walk in the light, they ſtumble not, 

© nor ſtagger at the promiſes; but come to have life 
in themſelves, and their minds, words, and actions, 

are ſeaſoned. They are the ſalt of the cartb, & city 

0 ſet on a hill, that cannot be hid, and their lights ſhine 

© ſo before men, that they who are not wilfully blind, 

0 1 may ſee their good works, and godly converſation 
cou pled with fear; and they that walk in the light, as 

© he is in the light, have fellowſhip one with- another, 
and the blood of Chriſt they witneſs, cleanſing them 
© from all fin. So if ever you come to know God 

- * aright, you muſt turn to the light that reproves you 

© for evil, for the reproof of inftruftion is the way to 
ie; and they that hate that which reproves thein. 
© for their evil deeds, and ſets their ſins in order be- 
fore them, abide in the chambers of death, and 
2M know not reſt, life, and peace for their fouls. Now- 

26 as you come to the light, and wait in the light 

© which comes from Chrift, all your fins will be ſet 
in order before you, and it will new you all that 
be, ever you did; as you ſhall' one day know, to ur 
woe and mifery, if you continue rejecting him. 

This i is he in whom we believe, and of whom the 
© prophets and apoſtles bore witneſs, whoſe name is 


15 better than every name; unto which every, knee 5 


5 muſt bow, and 1 1 n and every 
a Bens go 


2. 
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rene that "Ry riſe up in judgment againſt him, | 
= "« ſhall be condemned, and ſhall fall before him. 

Therefore beware, and take heed. what you, . 
repent of all your evil deeds, of all your hard 
$ ſpeeches which you: have uttered againſt him, and 
his glorious appearance. in his ſons and daughters, 
cin this the day of his power, wherein. he hath made- 
many. willing to follow him whereſoever he goeth, 

Q eyen through many tribulations, who have 1 waſhed: 

their robes in the blood of the Lamb: when you 

„ deny him, and will follow bim no farther than it 

will make with your peace in the world, and enjoy - | 

ment of your pleaſures, and keep the friendſhip ; and 

favour of the world, which none ever did, but who 

: <. were. adulterated from the life of God, and turned : 
- -*, againſt. the pure ſpirit of God in themſelves; 3 and 
S this ſhall you kn. 

-<© So.whether, you will hear or forbear,,jn. this 1 
«ſhall have peace. Mx reward is with God, i in that 
* haye diſcharged my duty, and warned you before 
your day be quite over, before the Lord leave off 

< ſtretching, forth his hand,. who knows and ſearches 4 
0 "WEN hearts of all men; who knows my love towards 

< you all, and to that which i is pure of him, which 

never conſented. to ſin, in all your conſciences; 
even to that, and nothing elſe, can I, or deſire I, to 
801 BAN made ue I. belleye there is, a ſeed to * 
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peace; * Wich ſeed's ſake I travail . and | 
day, waiting for its redemption and reſtoration, who | 
am your friend, who ſeeks not yours but you; that 
you might come to know in this your day, the 
things that concern your everlaſting peace, comfort, 
and true ſettlement, (upon that rock that cannot 


be ſhaken, nor the gates of hell ever prevail againſt) 
before they be hidden from your eyes. Knowing 
the terrors of the Lord, and the wrath that is to be 


revealed from heaven againſt all that hold truth i in 
unrighteouſneſs; ; and having obtained merey from 


the Lord, and in his name, the ſtrong tower, hid 


myſelf, 1 cannot but perſuade all to come into the 


ſame; and- being in a deep ſenſe of the loving- 8 


kindnefs of the Lord, and what he hath done for 
my ſoul, ſince I walked with you, and was eſteemed 
one of you, too large here to relate; neither i in- | 


deed am I able to demonſtrate the loving-kindneſs 
of the Lord, in the viſitation of his pure love, in 


turning me from darkneſs (which 1 muſt confeſs 


all the time I was with you, 1 walked in) into- his 
_marvellous light, and from the power of ſatan, unto- 


God. He hath made me to feel and witneſs his. 
power, wherein, through his good Will towards | 


me, I have found the ability to perform and to do 
the good, that when I was amongſt you T defired 


to do; and likewiſe, to reſiſt the evil thatT would | 


not do. This i is the Lord's own doings, and' It is 


[ marvellous i in my eyes; and 1 deſir e never to forget 


„ 
© the Lord's great love; to me, and powerful effeual 
6 working i in me, to will and to do of his own god 
© pleaſure. 1 defire not to eat my morſe] alone; but 
© that all may come to tafke and ſee how good the 
* Lord i is. Great and. marvellous are his works, juſt 
© and true 28 his ways, he waits to be gracious, 
and there is no want to them that fear the Lord. 
He never forſakes, nor doth with- hold *. good 
thing from them that walk uprightly.. | 
: 4: BO friends, while you have time, prize it, and 
: « put not the day of the Lord far from. you, for the 0 
Lord is not ſlack concerning his promiſe, as ſome 
* men count flackneſs ;, but his long-luffering. i is not 
C for any. to perith, but that all ſhall come to re- 
* pentance. Now is the day that every man' s works 
© muſt be tried, and every man's faith and love to 
< God will be tried. No is the day that many great 
« profeſſors make- ſhipwreck. of their faith, and of a 
* good. conſcience,. and ſome that formerly { ſeemed 
< ſomeyhat tender and honeſt amongſt you, are 
© grown ſottiſh and brutiſh, and their underſtandings 
15 darkened, through the ignorance that is in them. 
The god of this world hath blinded the eyes of 
$ many great profeſſors, by keeping them from the 
$ light, by which they might f ſee their ways, and the 
works which they are doing out of the light, in. 
the blindneſs which hath happened to them ; but if 
* you would come to the light, which is pure, of 
A. God's in vou, then. would ye. bergie power t to per- 
18 form 
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7 fa the acceptable will and requirings of the 3 


« which that you may come to know and do, is the 
defire of your friend, that ſeeks not yours but you; 
© and defires your everlaſting peace and happineſs, 
* who formerly was known, and eſteemed of, as a 
0 brother amongſt you, by the name of 


Wrerbag, the gk ED Mute Parkes,” 
of the firſt month, 28 Ft: 


1662. 


Several friends, both _ the North and South of 
England, were drawn to viſit theſe friends in Priſon, 
and many ſweet and comfortable epiſtles | Were written 
to them. 6 0 
There was a great convincement in 1 year 1862 


in theſe two counties, viz. Montgomeryſnire, and 


Merionethſhire; and as meetings increaſed, ſeveral | 
friends came into Welch-Pool, where our meeting 


Was kept in that houſe that was "their priſon. The 
_ magiſtrates and prieſt were diſcontented, ſome ſaying, 


That there came as many to the meeting, as went to 


their worſhip at the church, as they called i it. 


So the magiſtrates were reſoved to come and break 


| up our meeting, and one firſt day they came, viz 


Thomas Corbet, a counſellor and a juſtice of peace 
in this county, together with the two bailiffs of the 


town, the ſerjeants at mace and under "officers. 


When they came into the meeting I was at prayer, 


and they were indifferently civil till I had concluded, 


— 


: n 
D 
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and then began to take our names. When they bad 


done, my wife called to juſtice Corbet, and told 
him, they had not taken the names of all that were 


at the meeting; he aſked her, Mppo was untaken'; and 
ſhe put her .child towards him, about a quarter old, 
He ſaid, That was under age. She anſwered, We are 
all as innocent from plotting, contriving, or thinking 
any harm to any man, as this little child : which 
ſmote much this Thomas Corbet, and ſeveral others 
preſent. They committed me to one ſerjeant's houſe ; 


and Thomas Lloyd, brother to Charles Lloyd, and 


Samuel Lloyd, (ſon to Samuel Lloyd of Dudſon, in 


the county of Salop, eldeſt brother to John and David 


Lloyd, of London, and Edward Lloyd, of Briſtol) 


to the other ſerjeant's houſe. When the ſerjeant, 


whoſe-houſe I was committed to, was come from the 
ſteeple-houſe, he turned me out, and bid me go 


home, I ſhould not ſtay there. So I went firſt to ſee 


my friends the old priſoners, who were kept, for a 
little time, more cloſe, and we were not ſuffered to 
20 to them; they were very glad to ſee me, and[ 


was refreſhed alſo to ſee them, though we could not 


go to one another, In a little time I went to ſee the 


other two priſoners, that were at the other ſerjeant' $ 
' houſe, and the ſerjeant let them come home with me. 


On ſecond-day following it-came in my mind, that 
the magiſtrates would try us with an offer, to paſs by 


that 
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that we would go to the ſteeple-houlſe to their north 
the next firſt-day following; which I told to friends. 


On third-day following, juſtice Corbet, and the 


0 two bailiffs that had committed us to priſon, ſent for 
us before them. So we went, Thomas Lloyd, Samuel 


Lloyd, and myſelf. After ſome diſcourſe with them, 
they propoſed to us, That if we would go to church, 
and hear divine ſervice, as they called it, we ſhould be 
diſcharged. © I told them, when I was laſt there, they 
turned me out of their church, and if I ſhould make 
any promiſe to go there, it may be they would do the 
like by me again. Juſtice Corbet ſaid, He would en- 
gage I ſhould not be turned out. Then I told them, I 
knew nothing to the contrary, but that I would come 


there. Juſtice Corbet ſeemed: to be ſatisfied; but 


one of the bailiffs ſaid, Mr. Corbet, do you think that 


the old Quaker will come to church, except it be 


to diſturb our miniſter? Corbet aſked me again, 


Whether I would di ifturb the minifter ? 1 told him, If ; 


God ſhould put ſomething in my heart to {peak to the 


people, I hope they would not impoſe upon me to 


hold my peace. He ſaid, God forbid they ſbould do 
% Then I told him, I hoped I ſhould perform what 
I promiſed to do; and fo they diſcharged us. Now 
none was under an engagement to go to the ſteeple- 
houſe but myſelf, and the report went about Ht * 


old Quaker would go to church. 


When firſt-day came, and the bells began t os Jing. 


| the other two friends, viz. Thomas Lloyd, and 
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Samuel Lloyd, came to me and faid, Je think we muft 
bil o with: thee to the fleeple houſe. When the people 
LN "- - went to the ſteeple-houſe, I took my bible under my 
arm, and went to juſtice Corbet's houſe, (that was 
but a few doors from my houſe) to let him ſee I was 
going, and I aſked him, Whether he was coming ? 
He ſaid, He was not diſpoſed to come that day, but he 
would ſend his man to ſee that we ſhould not be affront- 
ed. 80 the two friends and: I went to my own pew, 
that was oppoſite to the pulpit. There was but the 
| curate to read the common- prayer, and their ſervice 
to them that morning; there was a great multitude 
of people: ſome ſaid, there were ſome that had not 
been at their church ſeveral years before. 80 nothing 
was laid upon us to ſpeak to the people, till he had 
done. Then I ſtood- up, and ſaid to the people, J 
ſuppoſe you are not ignorant of the cauſe of our coming 
here this day, which was thus : the magiſtrates of the 
fown came to our meeting, and they found us upon our 
fnees praying to Almighty God. They were civil whilt 
2ve were at prayer, and when we had done, they took 
Mi) - our names, and committed us three to priſon, moſt of the 
wy - reſt that were at the meeting were priſoners before. And 
| 1 the magiſtrates told us, If we would come to church, 
we ſhould be diſcharged ; and now you ſee we are 
rome, according to their dere. But J find that your 
prigſt is not here, and now I would have you to 27, coins 
7 * 1 for. 
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; . If be proves this ts be the true church of Cr, 

2. And that he is a true miniſter of Ebrift; 
3. Aud that his maintenance is @ apl. -maintes 

nance; 

4. And this warp of yrs 1b the rar wr fi 
FG : 
Then W of your miri and rome again 

Jobs 
Bui if be proves nee dis, then we muſt conclude, 
' Your church to be a falſe church; © 
2. And he to be no true mimifler of Chrifts 
pt That his maintenance is no goſpel-maintenance 5; . 
4. That your worſhip is not the true worſhip of 
God. 3 2 — CON | | | : 
All the people were very civil and orderly, and 
heard me a conſiderable while in the ſteeple-houſe. 
When I had done, Thomas Lloyd ſpoke a few very 
ſeaſonable words to the people. And the people ſaid, 
If Mr. Langford (which was the prieſt's name) well 
not prove us to be the true church of Chrift, and our 
wor ſhip to be the true worſhip, then we will pay bim no 
mere tithes, for what Richard Davies ſaid, he proved 
out of the bible; for, you ſee, be had the bible in his 
Hand all the while. So for that time we parted. | 
| When the bells rang again for them to go to their 
evening ſervice, it lay upon me to go there again, and 
the aforeſaid friends went along with me; where the 
old high-prieſt was, who made a long ſetmon, till 
we were all uneaſy; but I deſired the friends to bear 
| = BY all 
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_ -!l things patiently. When the ale had hos, he 
= - was going away; and I ſtepped up in my ſeat; and 
1 deſired him to ſtay, for I had Jomethinig to fay to him; 

which was the ſame as aforeſaid; When he heard 
my queries, and what I had to ſay, he turned his back 

and went away, and gave us no anſwer. Then [ 
faid, Behold the hireling fleeth, becauſe be is an hireling. 

Some of the people ſtaid, and ſome went with him, 

but all diſſatisfied, that he would not prove them to 

be the true church of Chriſt, &c. I had a good op- 
portunity to ſpeak to the people more at large in the 
grave-yard ; the Lord's preſence; life, and power 
was with us, bleſſed be the name of the Lord for ever, 
wha doth not forſake his peopie that truſt in him. 
When we came home, juſtice Corbet ſent for us 
again to him. He met us in his court, and faid, He 
was ſorry that Mr. Langford was fo uncivil, that he 
did not anſwer our queries, which, he thought, were very 
| reaſonable. In a little time, many of the neighbours 
were gathered together in the ſtreet, and in his court 
we had a good opportunity to reaſon with him, and to 
open to the people, and declare to them the way and 
means to obtain the kingdom of heaven; and he was 
ſo moderate, that one of the neighbours ſaid to him, 
Mr: Corbet, we think you will be a Quaker too, 
His anſwer was, I wihh I were a Quaker in my life 
and converſation. Towards the end of our diſcourſe, 
he defired me to give him my queries in writing, that 
Mr. Langford might anſwer them; for, ſaid he, it 
he EO mag 
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may be he was not een to 3 then, but he 

may anſwer them in writing, I told him, that was 

but a private way of anſwering ; but if he was not 

prepared then, I told him, we would give him the 
meeting next firſt-day at the ſteeple-houſe, or in the 
town-hall upon a aps) He faid, It was very 
Fair. 

Counſellor Corbet was very friendly and loving to 
us, and did no more perſecute us to his dying day; 
but did us all the good he could in all the courts _ 
judicature where he was concerned. 

As for this prieſt, William Langford, many friends . 
were moved to go to him to the ſteeple-houſe in the 

time of his ſervice; to declare to him and the people, 
what they had to ſay from the Lord; and when the 
magiſtrates have committed ſome of them to priſon 
on that account, when their ſervice was over, this 
prieſt hath got them to be releaſed. © + 

Some time after this, he ſent the clerk of the 
pariſh to me for Eaſter- reckonings. I aſked the clerk, 
whether his maſter did expect any thing of me, that 

had nothing from him; and bid him tell his maſter, 
I would come to reckon with him by and by. So the 
clerk went his way. And in a little time I made 
myſelf ready. When I went to him, there were a 
pretty many people with him. I told him, his clerk 
had been with me from him, for that which he called 
Eaſter-reckonings, and I was come to reckon with 
him z. if he could make it appear that I owed him 


| (8%) 


any ching, I NY pay him, and I 3 the ſame 
from him. He ſaid, I owed him for ſeveral years for 
the ſacrament... I aſked him, what he meaned by the 
word ſacrament, for I found no ſuch word in the 
ſcripture ; he ſaid, It meaned the bread and wine which 
bas uſed in the church. I told him, I received none 
of him, and therefore not liable to pay. He anſwer- 
ed again, N hy then you might come to church and 
receive it. I told him, I did not believe that church 
was the true church of Chriſt : and I did not believe 
that he was a true miniſter of Chriſt, commiſſioned 
by him to break the bread, and. give it to the people ; 
much leſs to ſell it, or take money for it of the 
people; for I did not read in all the ſcripture, that 
the true miniſters of Chriſt did take money of the 
people for that bread they delivered unto them. He 
faid then, That the labourer was worthy of his hire; 
and under the law it was ſaid, Thou ſbalt not muzzle 
the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. I told 
him, he trod out no corn for me; and though he v was 
an hireling, yet I never hired him. 
| The people coming thick to pay him for the bread 
and wine, I aſked him, how in conſcience he could 
take ſo much money for ſo little bread and wine ; it 
being, I ſuppoſe, about ten pence for man and wife. 
I aſked him, what ſcripture he had for it; and deſired 
him to prove his practice by ſcripture. He aſked me, 
What fſeripture I had to eat flummery, I told him, I 
had ſcripture to eat it. Paul aid to Timothy, For 


every 


. 
every creature 55 6˙⁴ is good, and nothing to be refuſed, 
if it be received with thankſgiving : for it is fan#tified 
by the word of God and prayer, 1 Tim. iv. 4. 5. His 
communicants who were preſent, were much diſſatis- 
fied that he had no better anſwer and proof for his 
practice. So I deſired the people to take notice, that 
he could not make it appear by ſcripture, that I owed 
him any thing; but I told them, that he owed me 
ſome money, and I deſired him to pay it me; which 
he did. So we parted fairly. We have a ſaying, That 
even, Or often reckonings make long friends, He was 
very friendly afterwards, and never ſent to me more 
for Eaſter-reckonings. And as for the tithe, i in time Ei 
of harveſt, he charged his ſervants to take from me 
no more than their due, nor ſo much. I was in- 
formed he ſhould ſay, He knew not why he ſhould take 
any thing from me, ſeeing. 1 had nothing from him. He 
lived here among us many years, a good neighbour ;. 
and though in the time of great per ſecution, yet he 
had no hand in perſecuting any of us. | 
We have cauſe to bleſs the Lord, who carried us 
through all our ſervices and exerciſes, in the time of 
our weaknels and though we were little and low 
in our own eyes, the Lord did not leave. us; N 
be his holy name for ever. | 
About the year 1663 or 1664, I went to e 3 | 
and found ſome there ſeparated from that love ang 
unity, which J formerly ſaw them in; joining in 
that * 2 John Perrot, who was newly come 
: from 
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from rrifon at Rome to London, as it was ſaid, with 
much ſeeming humility and lowlineſs of mind. A con- 
ſiderable company joined together with him, where 
they had me among them for a little time. The ten- 
dency of that ſpirit was to ſpeak evil of friends that 

bore the burthen and heat of the day, and ſo to cry g 
aut againſt friends as dead and formal. They ex- 

pected a more glorious diſpenſation, than had been yet 
known among friends; and they kept on their hats 
in time of prayer. I was but a little while among 
them, till a vail of darkneſs came over me, and under 
that vail, I came to have a light eſteem for my dear 
and ancient friend George Fox, and ſome others, 
who had been near and dear to me. But it pleaſed 

| the Lord to rend that vail of darkneſs, and cauſe the 

| light of his countenance to ſhine again upon me; 
whereby I came to ſee the doleful place I was led 
into, by a ſpirit that tended to nothing elſe but /e/f- 
exaltation, and (under a pretence of humility and felf- 

_ denial) breach of that unity, love, and fellowſhip, 
that formerly we had together,. and the good efteem 
we had one of another in the Lord. Children we 
were of one Father, eſteeming one another above 

ourſelves in the Lord. There was no jar or conten- 
tion among us then, but all dwelt together in love 
and unity, and in the fellowſhip. of that bleſſed goſpel 

of peace, life and. falvation.. 

Att my return home from London, Twas ſoon when: | 
te the fame priſon. with my friends in. Welch- Pool; 
and 
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and a little before 1 came among them to patties the 
| under-jailer dreamed, that he had in his fold -a flock 
of ſheep, and that he was wreſtling to get in one ram 
among the ſheep, but could not get him in; but 
when I came to priſon, he ſaid to my friend Charles 
Lloyd, Noto have got the old ram in among the 
ſheep. But the jailer turned me out that night to my 
wife and family; and though T had the name of a 
priſoner, and was premunired, as the reſt of my 
friends and brethren were for feveral years, For L was 
not kept cloſe priſone.. 

This was a time when moſt cravelling friends were 
taken up priſoners, and though I was a priſoner, yet 
it lay upon me to get liberty to go and viſit friends, 
in ſeveral counties of England and Wales. 80 I fol- 
towed my good guide, that ſhewed me what to do. 
I went to the jailer, and told him, I had an occaſion 
to £0 out a little while, and I could not go without 
acquainting him of it, becauſe I was his priſoner. 
He ſaid, I warrant you will go to preach ſame where 
or other, and. then you will be taken to priſon ; and 
what ſhall I do then, ſaid he: 1 told him, that if I 
was taken priſoner, I would ſend to him where b was 
and he might fend for me if he pleaſed ; io he bid me 
have a «are of myſelf. 

Ina little time, in the love of God, I wok my 
| leave here of my friends and family, and committed 
myſelf to the protection of the Almighty. - I went 
to Shre wibury, and ſo to E where I had 
| | good 
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from bribn at Rome to London, as it was ſaid, with 


+: « much ſeeming humility and lowlineſs of mind. A con- 


ſiderable company joined together with him, where 
they had me among them for a little time. The ten- 
dency of that ſpirit was to ſpeak evil of friends that 
bore the burthen and heat of the day, and ſo to cry 
out againſt friends as dead and formal. They ex- 
pected a more glorious diſpenfation, than had been yet 
known among friends; and they kept on their hats 
in time of prayer. I was but a little while among 
them, 'till a vail of darkneſs came over me, and under 
that vail, I came to have a light eſteem for my dear 
and ancient friend George Fox, and ſome others, 
who had been near and dear to me. But it pleaſed 
the Lord to rend that vail of darkneſs, and cauſe the 
| light of his countenance to ſhine again upon me; 
whereby I came to ſee the doleful place I was led 
into, by a: ſpirit that tended to nothing elſe but /elf- 
exaltation, and (under a pretence of humility and ſelf- 
_ denial) breach of that unity, love, and fellowſhip, 
that formerly we had together, and the good eſteem 
we had one of another in the Lord. Children we 
were of one Father, eſteeming one another above 
ourſelves in the Lord. There was no jar or conten- 
tion among us then, but all dwelt together in love 
and ynity, and in the fellowſhip. of that bleſſed goſpel 
of peace, life and falvation.. 
At my return home from London, Lwas ſoon when | 


to the fame . with my friends in. Welch-Pool „ 
Aud. 
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and a little before I came among them to pride the 
under-jailer dreamed, that he had in his fold -a flock 8 


of ſheep, and that he was wreſtling to get in one ram 
among the ſheep, but could not get him in; but 
when I came to priſon, he ſaid to my friend Charles 


Lloyd, Not I have got the old ram in among the 


' ſheep. But the jailer turned me out that night to my 
wife and family; and though I had the name of a 
priſoner, and was premunired, as the reſt of my 


friends and brethren were for feveral Fu N I was 


not kept cloſe priſoner. e 

This was a time when moſt travelling friends were 
taken up priſoners, and though I was a priſoner, yet 
it lay upon me to get liberty to go and viſit friends, 
in ſeveral counties of England and Wales. So l fol- 
towed my good giide, that ſhewed me what to do. 
I went to the jailer, and told him, I had an occaſion. 
to go out a little while, and I could not go without 


acquainting him of it, becauſe I was his priſoner. 


He ſaid, I warrant you will go to preach ſome. where 


or other, and then you will be taken to priſon; and 


what ſhall I do then, ſaid he: I told him, that if I 
was taken priſoner, I would ſend to him where T was 
and he might fend for me if he pleaſed ſo he bid me 
have a care of myſelf... - 

In a little time, in the love of God, I took my 


leave here of my friends and family, and committed 
myſelf to the protection of the Almighty. I went 
to o dhrewlburys and ſo to Waun where I had 


£906 
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good forvice for the Lord; ſo to Tels "IVE 1 


was never before. An ancient woman friend followed 


my horſe, and before I had put up at the inn, ſhe 
was with me, and very cordially ſaid, She had a ſenſe 
upon her, that I was one of her heavenly Father's 
children. I went in and refreſhed me a little, and 
aſked her, whether ſhe thought I might have a meet- 
ing with friends that evening. She readily ſaid, 85 
would acquaint friends of it. And after ſhe had gone 
a little way out of the inn, ſhe returned again, and 
defired to know my name, that ſhe might acquaint friends - 
Fit. I was ſtraightened in myſelf to give her my 
name, though I knew not the cauſe then; but I de- 
fired her to go in the name of the Lord, and if I came 
in the name of the Lord, they would receive me. 
$0 ſhe went, and came again, and told me, I might 
have a meeting ; which was appointed to be at Suſan 
Smithin's ; and a blefled heavenly meeting we had, 
and the Lord gave to us our expected end. There 
were ſeveral profeſſors at the meeting. Some came 
to me next morning, and diſcourſed indy. with me 
about the things of God. | 
From thence I went through Glouceſterſhire, where 
I had good meetings, and ſo to Briſtol, When I was 
clear of Briſtol, the Lord having bleſſed me, and pre- 
ſerved me ſo far in my journey, I ſet forward towards 
Pembrokeſhire. I travelled without any companion 
but the Lord alone, who was with me all along in 
my journey; he was my helper and preſerver. 80 J 
| | „) "2 Gn 
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came to the houſe 4 our friend Lewis Davies, Who 


gladly received me in the Lord. Staying there ſome 
time, they lent me a horſe to go to a meeting at 
Redſtone, and I left my own horſe behind me, think- 


ing he might reſt for ſome days after my hard riding. 


When came to the place, the meeting was out of 


doors, there being no houſe, that I knew of, that 
could contain the multitude of people. When we 
came to the meeting, Meredith Edwards, whom 


friends judged unfit to preach the goſpel, had the 


confidence to ſpeak to the people till they were wearyx 
of him, and thoſe that were ſenſible were burthened 


by him; after ſome time there ſtood up a friend and 
filenced him. I fat as a ſtranger among them. The 
Lord was with us, his good preſence was our com- 
fort and ſatisfaction; and after ſome time I had an 


opportunity to open to the people thoſe things that 
belong to their. eternal ſalvation ; and having con- 


cluded the meeting in prayer, this man, M. Ed- 


wards, aforeſaid, ſtood up again and preached to the 
people, and I turned my back and came away, and 


the friends, with moſt part of the people, followed 


me. As I was coming out, a friend came and told 
me, there were two ſoldiers, (I underſtood afterwards . 


they were the two ſons of a prieſt) that had brought 


my horſe there ſome miles. When I ſaw my horſe, 


I drew nigh to them, and aſked them, who brought 
my horſe there; they aſked me, whether I was the 


man that came 3 Bri Nel: I faid I was; then, ſaid 


they, 
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chey, you. are the man we look for. 1 aſked them, by | 
what authority they came; or what warrant they had; 
and they ſhewed me their ſwords and Piſtols, I told 
them, ſuch warrants highwaymen had. Then I aſked 
them, how they durſt venture ſo, among ſuch a com- 
pany ; they ſaid, they knew we were peaceable men, and 
would not reſiſi : otherwiſe they would have brought 
greater force. I told friends, we were not bound to 
obey them, and defired friends to part, and leave only 
two or three with me ;- but friends love was ſo great 
to me, that they kept moſtly in a body about me, 
80 I deſired the friend to take my ſaddle and bridle, 
that was upon the friend's horſe that I rid to the 
meeting on, and put them upon my own horſe ; ſo] 
got upon my horſe, and bid them lay their hands off 
my horſe, for I feared not their ſwords nor piſtols; 
but if they had a warrant from any juſtice of peace, 
or lawful magiſtrate within the county, I would obey 
it. Then they let my horſe go, and I turned a little 
aſide, and ſaw them hy hold of the other man, M. 
Edwards; I could not call him a friend, becauſe he 
was not guided by a right ſpirit; and I turned myſelf 
to them again, and told them, that if any juſtice of 
peace, or lawful magiſtrate within the county, had 
any thing to ſay to me that came from Briſtol, they 
ſhould hear of me at the houſe of William Bateman, 
in Haverford- weſt. I told them, my buſineſs would 


require ſome ſtay in the country; ſo they let us go 


5 7 * friendly; z and I had ſeveral brave meetings in 
Hayer- 
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| niet el and other places in the n The 


luaſt I had was at Pontchiſon among the Welch; they 
having notice of a Welchman coming to keep a 
meeting in thoſe parts, many came to that meeting, 


and good ſervice I had for the Lord, his truth being 


declared in .their own language to them. We had 
the meeting out of doors, and I ſtood with my back 
towards Thomas Simmon's wall of his houſe. I was 
young and ſtrong, and my voice was heard to the 
ſteeple-houſe, and moſt of them came out to hear 
me; and very few came out with the prieſt when he 
had done. When the prieſt ſaw ſuch a multitude, 
he was moved to. paſſion, and. would have had the 


conſtable take me down. It was reported ſome 


faid to the prieſt, they would not take me down, for 


I preached Chriſt and the goſpel. to them, and they 


would have him come and learn of me himſelf I 
was informed, that the prieſt's wife and two of his 


daughters were at the meeting, and were very loving +; 
and tender, and came to be convinced of the truth. 


The Lord was not wanting to us; his life, power, 
and good preſence was with us, and that meeting was 
the laſt I had in Pembrokeſhire at that time. The 


friends of that county were very loving and careful 


of friends, that came from far to viſit them. They 

dwelt in love and unity among chemſelves. My 
| ſervice. was weighty upon me, being myſelf only 
without a companion ; the Lord alone, that. knew the 


e of my heard was my comfort, ſupport, and 
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exceeding great reward. As for M. Edwards, the 
two men before - mentioned, took him before a juſtice; 
the juſtice would have been moderate to him, and 
would have ſhewed him kindneſs, but he, by his 
ungoverned temper, provoked the juſtice to paſſion, 
ſo that he committed him to the houſe of correction 
as a vagrant for three months, to the great trouble 
of friends. | 
I was informed that the jutices and ien of 
that county, were generally very moderate in the 
hardeſt times of perſecution. From Pontchiſon I took 
my leave of friends in Pembrokeſhire, and came 
pretty directly home, bleſſed be the name of the Lord, 
to the comfort of my wife and family, and thoſe 
friends that were priſoners; and the jailer was well 
ſatisfied that I came to my priſon, without farther 
trouble to him; there were ſeveral taken priſoners, 
at thoſe meetings I was at, but the Lprd preſerved 
and delivered me, bleſſed be his holy name for ever. 
I was but a little time at home, ere John White- 
| houſe, a follower of John Perrot, came and had a 
meeting at my houſe at Welch-Pool. I happened 
not to be at the beginning of the meeting, but came 
before it was concluded, and found he had ſown an 
evil ſeed, and that ſome of our friends had received 
it; who ſoon after joined with that corrupt ſpirit, 
-which led them to have a light eſteem of their bre- 
' "thren, which was a great exerciſe to many honeſt 
friends, and eſpecially to my wife and me; and we 
| as | were 
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were ready to fay, Hath the Lord ſent us hk fo be 
inſtrumental for the gathering of. a people in this coun- 
try, and hath he. fuffered. the enemy to ſcatter them in 
their imaginations, But ſome time after, the Lord 
ſatisfied me, that thoſe *who were ſimple-hearted 
among them, ſhould be reſtored again into a more 
ſettled condition than they had formerly known ; and 
believed in the word of the Lord. And in time 
the Lord broke in among them, and opened the un- | 
derſtandings of ſome of them, and they began to reaſon 
among themſelves, and ſaw that they were in dark- 
neſs; ſo that moſt of them were reſtored again into 
their firſt love, and lived and died faithful to truth, 
except Cadwalader Edwards, who continued in ſtub- 
bornneſs and hardneſs of heart, and endeavoured tor 
hurt ſuch who were ſimple-hearted. I was moved to 
give forth a paper againſt him-and all his vain imagi- 
nations. The following paper was „ ſent to 
him from friends: . 


8 Ws whole names are here under- written, 
© are thoſe that thou hiſt been ſeeking to inſinuate 
* thy corrupt principles into; and alſo are thoſe that 
< teſtify againſt that ſeducing ſpirit that thou art gone 
into; and moſt of us do know: the. terror and 
© judgment of the Lord, for receiving that ſpirit ; 


© and we do exhort all, that they touch not, nor taſte 


* of it, leſt they be ſeparated from the Lord and his 
6 eue and ſo come under the judgment of the 
K2 _ Lord, 


= c *. * zi, 
=_ . -* Lord, as we have A; and we have all deen te | 
_ > hurtful effects of that ſpirit, and in the fear of the 

« Lord, we do deny the OY and won that be : 
« joined to it.“ ; 


Charles Liogd, Evan Thomas, 
_ Richard Evan, Evan Davies, 
Owen Jones, John Reeſe, 
Watkin David, Richard Davies, 
William Lewis, Thomas Hammons, 


Elizabeth Lloyd, Sibil A 
Tace Davies, Katherine Evans, 
Ann Lawrence, Ann Hall, : | 
Katherine Jones, Sarah Wilſon. 


1688. This being read in our monthly-meeting 
for worſhip, the Lord was pleaſed to afford us his 
ſweet. preſence, and his power melted, tendered and 
mollified our hearts, and cauſed us to praiſe the Lord, 
for his great goodneſs and mercy to us, in bringing us 
out of that darkneſs that came over us, by giving 
heed unto the ſeducing ſpirit of John Perrot, John 
Whitehouſe, and Cadwalader Edwards. And now 
the Lord having reſtored us again, we did praiſe his 
holy name for the ſame; and friends were careful 
afterwards of receiving any ſpirit that might tend to 
the breach of love and unity among us. Many other 


friends n in their teſtimonies againſt that ſpirit 
amongſt 
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amongſt oe reſt; one came from our friend Thomas | 
Ellis, who had been particularly warned by me, in 
tte fear of the Lord; not to touch nor meddle with. 
the ſpirit, though it came with much ſeeming hu- 
mility, left he ſhould ſuffer thereby; which he did, 
to his great ſorrow, and he ſet out in his paper, and 
faid, This have I ſuffered for my mungrel moderation 
but bleſſed be the Lord, he was ſweetly reſtored 
again to his former love and integrity, to the gum 
comfort of himfelf and brethren. 

As to John Perrot, John Whitehouſe, and * Cad 
walader Edwards, they turned their backs upon God 
and his truth,. and followed the devices of their own 
hearts and imaginations. „ 

About this time, there being a meeting of friends 


* gathered at Aberyſtwith in Cardiganſhire, moſt of 


them were ſent to priſon to Cardigan, and our friend 
Thomas Ellis was taken priſoner with them. Having 
the ſufferings of theſe young convinced friends under 
conſideration, I found much love in my heart to- 
wards them, even ſo as to go to the magiſtrates 
of the county, to offer myſelf a priſoner inſtead of 

my friend and brother Thomas Ellis, and ſome others, 


He became afterwards very bad, and ungodly in kis life and 
converſation, and died in the Fleet - p riſon at London, being there 
for debt; yet near his end, he ſeemed to repent of his wicked 
life, and told ſome, That they who were preſerved faithful. 
© among the people called- . would de happy, and that they 
were the * of God.“ . | 
A that 


( gy )- 
that 4 might go home to viſit their fanilies. Lacs 
quainted my wife of my exerciſe, which came pretty 
cloſe to her; but ſhe likewiſe, in love, after a little 
conſideration, gave me up for that ſervice. So in a 
few days I took my journey, and went firſt to Thomas 
Ellis's houſe, to viſit his wife and family, before I 
went farther ; his houſe being about 24 miles from 
Welch- Pool, and not far out of my way towards Car- 
diganſhire. There I very unexpectedly met T. Ellis 
himſelf at home; he told me, they were all diſcharged 
out of priſon, Thus I ſaw it was the good will and 
pleaſure of my heavenly Father to accept of my free- 
will offering inſtead of the deed ; and my friend . 
Ellis and his wife were ſenſible of 00 love and kind- 
neſs to them therein. 
And now my ſervice being farther for e 2 
| ſhire, T. Ellis was willing to accompany me in my 
journey; and we went to Aberyſtwith, to viſit thoſe 
friends there, where we had a pretty large meeting the 
firſt-day in the morning, and there came one Thomas 
Price, brother to Sir Richard Price, of Gogorddan, 
who took us all priſoners, and committed us to the 
town-priſon. That evening we-had a meeting in the 
houſe where we were priſoners. Many of the town's 
people, ſome of them perſons of account, were at the 
meeting that evening. I declared the word of the 
Lord to them in Welch, and ſhewed them the way 
| to the kingdom of heaven, A ſweet comfortable | 
meeting 


„„ 
weetiog we had, and great fatisfaQtion it was 5 to chem 
that were there. Yes 

- That night a weighty confidomaion came upon 
me, about thoſe young convinced friends that were ſo 
lately diſcharged of their impriſonment, becauſe they 
were like to go ſo quickly to priſon again. So I 
aſked counſel of the Lord, what we might do for, 


and in behalf of, theſe young and tender friends; and 


being under great exerciſe in my ſpirit; earneſtly 
praying to God, that he might make ſome way for 
their enlargement that time, it came in my mind to 
write to the chief magiſtrate Sir Richard: Price, and 
to give him an account of my journey fo far, and 
that my friend T. Ellis and myſelf intending for em- 
brokeſhire, and reſting with our friends, and having 
a meeting with them that day, were taken priſoners 
by his brother Thomas Price ; and if it was his plea- 
ſure to ſend us to priſon to Cardigan, that he would 
be ſo kind as to leave his neighbours at home, and 
accept of my friend Thomas Ellis and me, as pri- 
ſoners inſtead of them all. To this effect I wrote to 
him, and ſent it next morning; but he ſent me no 
anſwer. But the high-conftable came to us, and 
told us, we muſt all prepare to go to Cardigan town, 
where the county jail was kept. So friends freely 
and heartily prepared themſelves to go. When the 
time of our going was come, they tenderly taking 
their leaves of their wives, children, and neighbours, 
(for ſome of their neighbours came a little way to. ſee 
them 


1 ( roo ) 
. them out of town) che conſtable ſtopped, and bid all : 
go home, except Thomas Ellis and me; for it ſeems - 
the high-conſtable had private orders not to go with | 
them, but to do as I deſired in my letter. Thus the 1 
Lord did try thoſe tender friends, and alſo delivered 
The conſtable had inſtructions to bring us to the 
quarter- ſeſſions, then held at Llanbedar, and not to 0 
Cardigan. When we came there, the juſtices being : 
upon the bench, we were had before them; ſome of 
them were formerly acquainted with Thomas Ellis, t 
he having been in authority, and according to his. 
place, ſomewhat ſharp againſt offenders. The juſtices Eq 
were very moderate to him; but the clerk of the } 
peace was very peeviſh and froward. I aſked the | 
- Juſtices, whether that man, that queſtioned my friend, | 
was a juſtice of the peace; they told me, he was not. 80 
Then I told them, we were not bound to anſwer b 
him; but if they would give me leave, I would give | 
them a juſt account of my buſineſs in that county, F 
and upon what account we were ſent there before 1 
them; and they deſired me to ſpeak on. I told thm MF 
I was at my own houſe, with my wife and family, in | 
Welch-Pool, in Montgomeryſhire, and hearing that 
my friend Thomas Ellis, and other of my friends, | 
were in priſon in this county of Cardigan, for a 
conſiderable time, it was with me to come to the TE 
magiſtrates of this county, to offer myſelf a priſoner, ” 
that my friend Thomas Ellis, and the reſt of them, 
| os 
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might g0 for a little while to viſit their ies i. 1 
order thereunto, I came as far as my friend Themas 5 
Ellis's houſe, where J found him at home with his 
wife and family; and they being diſcharged of their 
impriſonment, I had a farther concern upon me to go 
to Pembrokeſhire; my friend Thomas Ellis, being 
not willing J ſhould go alone, accompanied me. We 
came to Aberyſtwith, to reſt there the firſt- day of the 
week, and had a meeting with our friends, ſo were 
| taken priſoners, and ſent here to you, and now deſire 
to know your pleaſure, The juſtices anſwered, It 


was great love indeed, that cauſed me to come to fer 


| myſelf a priſoner upon uch an account ; and they were - 
ferry that Sir Richard Price gave us that trouble to ſend 
us there : and ſo they diſcharged us. And the court 
being ſilent, I had an opportunity to declare the word 
of the Lord among them. Very till and attentive. 
they were, as if I had been in a meeting. I com- 
mended their great moderation, and in the love of 
God we parted with them. The deputy-ſheriff, and 
the high- conſtable that brought us there, came out 
of the court and treated us very civilly, and would 
have beſtowed on us the beſt that the town could 
afford, but we were ſparing of taking any thing of 
them. I was informed, that the deputy-ſheriff and 


the high · conſtable were convinced, and very loving ta 


friends all along, I know not of any that were im- 
priſoned in that. county afterwards, The Lord was 
with. us, and he had a regard to the integrity, of our - 

| hearts, - 
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hearts, and bo alone pleaded/our _— and \ was with 


us in our ſervices. 


Then we took inal and left the town, and went 


towards Pembrokeſhire, till we came to.Cardigan, 


about 24 miles. We met with ſome hardſhip on 


the way, having little or no refreſhment till we came 


here, where we had very good entertainment for our- 


ſelves and horſes; and from thence we had a friend 
for our guide towards Pontchiſon in Pembrokeſhire, 


but we were benighted, and it rained ; our guide loſt 


his way, and we wandered up and down among the 
peat or turf-pits, and other dangerous places, but the 


Lord preſerved us, out of them all. At length we 


came to Pontchiſon, but it being dark, we did not 


know the houſe where our friend, that we intended to 


go to, lived ; but I ſpoke to our guide to ſee where 


the ſteeple-houſe door was, and he brought us to it; 


then I told them, the friends houſe was oppoſite to it; 
for I remembered when I had a meeting there, my 
back was againſt the wall of the houſe, and my face 
towards the ſteeple-houſe door. So we went forwards 
and found the hauſe. I deſired T. Ellis to call and 
tell them, that there were ſome friends that had loſt 


their way, and defired to have lodging there that 


night. They being in bed, anſwered, they thought 


that no good friends were out at that time of the night. 


| T. Ellis reaſoned a little with them, but ſtill they 
' were not willing to riſe and let us in. At laſt I called 
to the friend, whoſe name was Thomas Simmons, 
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and to his wife, and deſired them to riſe and let 4 
come in. He aſked me, who was there; I told him 
in Welch, Richard Davies was there. hat, ſaid 
he, Richard Davies of Welch-Pool? 1 told them, I 
was the man. Tihftreupon the tender loving friends 
haſtily came down and let us into their houſe, and we 
were ſatisfied in the love of God. This being the 
firſt journey that Thomas Ellis made to Pembroke- 
ſhire ſince he was convinced. 

Hence we went to Haverfordweſt, oy lo through 
all the meetings in that county, till we came to 
Pontchiſon again, and had a meeting there, where 
there came many friends, both Welch and Engliſh, 
ſo that the houſe could not contain us, and we had 
the meeting out of doors in the ſtreet, and I declared 
© the word of the Lord to them, both i in Welch and 
Engliſh. | 

As we came to Pembrokeſhire, we went to a Bap- 
tit's houſe, and the woman of the houſe being loving x 
and tender, promiſed we ſhould have a meeting among 
the Baptiſts: there, We alſo appointed a meeting at 
Newcaſtle in Carmarthenſhire ; Peregrine Muſgrave, 
James Lewis, and ſeveral other friends accompanied 
us to the meeting at Newcaſtle. "The. magiſtrates of 
the town were very civil, and ſeveral of them came to. 
the meeting, The weight and ſervice of the meeting 
hy chiefly upon me; for though our friend T. Ellis 
was reckoned a deacon, and an eminent preacher "2 
— the Independents, yet his mouth was but very 
little 
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” Hittle as yet opened by way of teſtimony among fink, 
He was an underſtanding man in the things'of God, 
and was not haſty to offer his offering; till he found a 
very weighty concern on him. As I was declaring to 
the people in the Welch language, I ſtood· oppoſite to 
a gfeat window that opened to the ſtreet, and there was 
an evil-minded man in the ſtreet chat had a long 
fowling⸗- piece, who put the mouth of it through the 
window and ſwore, that if I. would ſpeak another word 
IJ ua à dead man. But bleſſed be God, I was kept 
in that which was above the fear of man, and the 
Lord kept me in dominion over all. There were two 
women ſitting in the window, and the mouth of the 
gun came between them both; one of them ſeeing 
he gun, turned her back upon it, and ſaid in Welch, 
when the man threatened as before, 7 will die myſelf 
. And there was one in the meeting went to 
1 this man, and took the gun away from him, and that 
wicked man came into the meeting, and was pretty 
quiet there; the Lord's good preſence was with us, 
a good meeting we had, and I may ſay, They that 
tri in the Lord, are as Mount Sion, that cannot be 
moved. And as it was ſaid of old, At the hills were 
round about Feruſalem, ſo is the Lord round about bi 
_ People, tobe a preſent help to them in every needful time. 
Here Pembrokeſhire friends and we parted, and it 
being ſomewhat late, the meeting having held long, we 
gh, _ travelled all night over ſome doleful hills, intending to 
be at the * meien next day, which we had 
. | appointed 
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| ä 00 mentioned. It was by e 5 
about 24 miles. In this time we had little refreſh- 
ment for ourſelves or horſes; but when we came 


there we had no meeting. The woman of the houſe 


ſaid, that. the magiſtrates had heard of it, and charged 
them, we ſhould-have no meeting there. So the {laviſh 
fear of man came over them. The woman ſeemed to 
be ſorrowful, and would have given us ſome victuals, 
but 1 told her, we did not travel ſo hard, to come 
there for her meat and drink, but in * love of Ge, 
for the good of their ſouls. | 

So here my friend and companion Ta Ellis 
2nd I parted ; he went homewards, and 1 went that 
night to William ap Pugh's houſe, a poor friend, who 
had a conſiderable company of ſmall. children. I lay 
on a little ſtraw upon a hurdle of rods. When the 
morning appeared, I took a bit of a cake and a cup 
of clean water, and William ap Pugh and I took our 
Journey towards Radnorſhire, which was about 20 
miles, moſtly over great hills; and when came 
there, I ſtaid a little while among friends. Afﬀer- © 
wards 1 haſtened home to my family, and when I was 
come there Margaret Bowen brought my girl to me, 
and ſaid, Here is.a child the Lord bath given thee; 
ſhe had been ſick near unto deaths When I was 
under my exerciſe in Pembrekeſhire, one told me, my 
child was dead, and my wife not like to recover ; which 
was matter of ſorrow to me; and I turned a little 
aſide from friends, and the A" ſatisfied me, that 

2 Bees ; neither : 
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Neither my wife nor child were dead. When vie 
nome they told me, my child had been as it were raifed 
' denth to life. Bleſſed be the Lord that reſtored 
her, and 8 Ws family, and we were er On 
in the Lord. | 
After this journey 1 Kad a conidlntile time at 
home with my family and friends, our meetings were 
pretty much ſupplied with travelling friends, eſpecially 
| from the north of England ; and though we were 
priſonefs, yet we had our liberty to go to meetings 
abroad. We had: a conſiderable large meeting at 
- Cloddiecochion, {the place of my abode) near Welch- 
Pool; there were at our meeting John ap John, and 
James Adamſon a north country friend; but the 
| magiſtrates of Pool, it being in the limits of their 
Degen 'came and broke up our meeting, and 
took"us priſoners. We old priſoners went to the 
county priſon, and the reſt to the corporation priſon. 
I took my friend John ap John by the hand, and told 
him he muſt come to prifon with me; ſo ſeveral 
pf us went together, and when the hurry was over 
with them, they let us, who were old priſoners, go 
to priſon alone. Then I diſcharged our friend John 
ap John, and told him, he fhould be my priſoner no 
Jonger. "He mg 2 little while with us, and then 
went hon The jailer was friendly to us, 


0 3 «pile 1 went to the magiſtrates, and got 


them all releaſed that night, except James Adamſon, 
1 eee aer eser gave TH TY 
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1 any nnd Quakers came that way, hey 
| ſhould be ſecured; and I had a great care upon me, 
to get them diſcharged as ſoon as might be; for F 
knew there was a great concern upon them to viſit 
the churches of Chriſt whereſeever God ſent them. 
80 when I ſaw a convenient time, I went to the ſer- 
jeant of the ton, and aſked him, by what authority. 
he kept my friend there a priſoner; and whether he 


7 


had a commitment upon him; and he told me No, 


Then I deſired him to let him come with me, and * I 
would anſwer for him; ſo the friend came to- my 
houſe, and friends and I concluded together, to let 
him go to Shrewſbury, which was about 12 miles 
ſrom Welch- Pool; and I deſired him to N _ - 
till he ſhould hear fromme. 

Tbe affizes being there a few FI aſter, the chief - 
magiſtrate of Pool went, and I went alio.. And ag 


wy friend James Adamſon and I were walking under Ts 


Welch-Pool, to whom James was a-prifoner.. He 


_ ſeemed alittle angry becauſe I ſent the priſoner away, 
and aſked me, How I could anſiber it; for, ſuid he, 
we ſent to the Lord Herbert of Cberbury, for a commit= - 


ment upon him. I told him, they had kept him too 
long without a commitment, which. they could not 
legally anſwer. Now. he knew not that the priſoner 
was with me, ſo. 1 aſked. him after ſome. diſcourſe, 
what he would give.me for a fight of the priſoner ; he 
conſidered, and. aſked me, . whether. the man. that was 
and . ; _ with, 


i 
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wild; me. was not his N 1 told him he "as, fie 


1 knew that he was then out of his liberty. So he 


faid to the friend, Your friend hath done. jou and mea 


kindneſs; and I ſee, if there had been occaſion, .you | 
would haue come n; z ſo he ps very e 


with us. N 


In theſe times the BE of allegiance al 8 


: was tendered to moſt friends that came into the {| 
county, if they were taken, and ſuch were commit- 
ted to priſon, for not taking it, till the next aflizes, . 


and then premuni red ; and then little hopes of their 


| being releaſed from their impriſonment ; and it came 


tao be a faying,, and when any Quakers were taken | 
| priſoners in c There would be no end | 


h of their impriſonment. _ 


About the year 1669, my 8 well-belored, N 


and dear companion, John ap John, and I, took our 
Journey for South- Wales, to viſit our friends and 


brethren in thoſe. parts. We went firſt into Radnor- 
ſhire, where. we had ſeveral good meetings. We 


gave timely notice before-hand, where we appointed : 
the meetings, and ſeveral friends and other people 


came from Herefordſhire to meet us at the lower end LE 
of the county of Radnor, where we had a ſweet 


living meeting, and the power of the Lord tendered | 


the hearts of many. We declared the word of the 


Lord both in Welch and Engliſh. My friend John 


ap John was very ſound and intelligible in the Welch 
language. He.deſerved the right hand of fellowſhip, - 


— 


( 100 1 3 
for he was my elder, and the firſt friend that 1 heard | 
declare in a meeting in the Engliſh: tongue; and 
though he was not perfect in that language, yet he 
had the tongue of the learned, to ſuch whb were 
ſpiritual, When that meeting was ended in Radgor- 
ſhire, we both withdrew A little alide from friends, 
being bowed before the Lord,. in a ſenſe of his Sood- 
neſs amongſt us. After a little while I turned my face 
towards the friends, and faw a man coming, towards 
me with much brokennels and tears; ; and when: de 
came to me, he took me in his arms and held me 
there. 8 Was very tender of him, though, I knew. 
him not, He aſked me, "whether I did not know him; FE 
I told him, I did not; though ] I ſaid, L could remems | 
ber ſomething of him. He laid, he had cauſe to re- 
member mne. When I looked upon him again, I aſked: | 
kim, whether he was not. Roger. Prichard ; he laid, 
be Was the man that had gone aftray, And I was glad, | 
yea, very glad, that the loſt ſheep was. found, and 
tat he came to know the true ſhepherd ; and his voice 
in himſelf, and he followed him, and went not aſtray: 
again, as he did before. He accompanied us to ſe- 
veral meetings in that county, and in Monmouth-- 
ſhire, As we were parting with him, John ap John 
told him, he had come far out of his way. with us,. . 
He anſwered, . we. had put him i in bis right way, again, 
and he hoped | he ſhould deep in it. ; 
We went through. Monmouthſhire, 3nd Glamors 
| ganſhire, viſiting. friends. We had a ; good meeting 17 
X30 at 
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at Scilly, and at Swanzey i in Glands 'F 3 
ve met with ſome French Britons. We could under- _ 
\ ſtand ſomething of their language. * ſound Hep 
paſſionate among themſel yes. 5 
From thence we paſſed to eee We 15 
tat] a meeting at Cardiff, and lodged at John Mayo's, 
his wife Elizabeth was a nurſing mother to friends in 
the beginning. At Cardiff John ap John ſuffered | 


great perſecution, and in other parts of that country, 


before I was convinced; 1 ſuppoſe he kg be pi. 


ſoner there i in 1653, or 1654. 


F We went thence towards Pembrokeſhire, 5 


e had ſeveral g meetings, and the Lord was 


with us. ben we came home wards; ; and before 


| we! parted with Roger Prichard, we appointed a meet- 
ing at his houſe, which was in Almeley-Wooton, 
The Lord helped us on in our journey, and we came 


there according to the time appointed, and a large, 


| ſweet, comfortable meeting we had; I know not that 
any meeting had been there before. I appointed 


another meeting to be there; and in a few weeks 


after my return home, I went accordingly. The 
concern of that part of the county of Hereſordſhire 


was much upon me, and I was often. there; and 

when the people of that village ſaw me come, they 
would ſay one to another, Come, let us go 10 Mr. 
Prithard's, for we ſhall have prayers there to night ; j 
and the houſe hath been ſoon near full of people. A 


comfortable time We 2 to have ghar and many 
8 Pc. Were 
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ads Lord: in thoſe . As for 
| Roger Prichard, the Lord bleſſed him in his baſket 


and in his ſtore, and his heart and houſe were open to i 
| friends, and he built a fine meeting -houſe at his on 
charge, and alſo gave a burying- place, and ſettled | 


both upon friends for. that ſervice, and lived and died 
in love and favour with God, and in unity with his 
brethren. he es 10 ibe mee 1t Pts go well with 
them. x 

About: : Sis time I was goathy> 0 at e and 
the enemy and adverſary of the growth and proſperity 
of truth in theſe parts, ſtirred up an informer againſt 
us, one John David, alias Pugh, a weaver, a tenant 
to the Jaller. We had our meeting in an upper 
room in the priſon, and the faid informer dwelt 
below. Once as he was coming by my barns where 


my cattle were, he ſaid to ſome of my neighbours, 
Theſe cattle are all mine. They aſked him, how they © 


were his; he ſaid, Richard Davies had preached three 


. times this day, and that by the laws there is Gol. on bs 
preacher for the ſame. By this it was noiſed abroad 


in the town, that I was like to be undone. My neigh- 
bours ſeemed to be concerned, and one of the alder - 


men, a relation of mine, came chidingly to me, and 


2 1 * 
« 3 


m— 


; aſked me, whether 1 had a mind to ruin my wife and 


family ; could I not leave my preaching, when I knew 
the laws were ſo ſevere againſt us. I told him, I 
could not, when the Lord required it of me. I de- 


fired him to let the informer alone, and let him take 
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bis courſe. He id, he would 103 n a0 * 1 
wil tell ther what I will d; ¶I will take him along 
| with me to Severn-ſide, and wbt ny hnift very Purp, 
and I wilt cut off one of the rogue's vars'; and. Tf ever 
be informs againſt thee again, I will tht of the other, 
I earneſtly deſired him to let him alone; but he and 
/ his neighbours were ſo enraged againſt him, that 1 
was afraid they would have done him forme miſchief, 
This informer was a weaver by trade, and the 
neighbours took their work away from him, fo that 
his children went foon after: a begging, many of the 
town telling them, their father had got à new fick 
trade in hand, and that they need net give them any 
ching. So the poor children ſuffered very much; but 
my wife did not withhold. her hand of charity from 
One time I had my boots on, ready to go out, che 
Jailer, this informer's landlord, ſeeing him come up. 
the ſtreet towards my houſe, I being in the ſtreet, he 
faid to the informer, Mr. Informer, you ſee Richard: 
Davies is going out to preach ſome where to-day, I. 
_ adviſe you to look diligently after your buſineſs, and 
find him out. If you will not inform againft him I. 
will inform againſt you. You have got a good trade 
in hand, and if you do this great ſervice for the king, 
you muſt needs have either Dolebran, or Coedcowrid, - 
for your pains. The one was the manſien-ouſe, and 
the other the jointure-houſe that belonged to my friend. 
: 2 Thus the jaler 
" of | | 5 Mm | 
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8 jeerd wn a the poor informer travelled great part E 


of that day, from one friend's houſe to another, to 
ſee for me, till he came to Dolobran, where we wi 


met upon church affairs. As we were coming from 
the meeting, I met him at the door, and diſcourſed a 5 
little with him. He told us, that he was going for 


a warrant againſt us to Edward Lord Herbert. I 


felt the power of God was over him, and truth reign- 
ed among us. He went to the ſaid Lord, and deſired 


a warrant againſt the Quakers. Lord Herbert aſked 


him, M pat did the Quakers do; he aid, They preach- 


ed. He: queried of him, I here did they preach? 


| He told bim, they preached at his houſe, which was 
their priſon. Lord Herbert anſwered, Let them preach © 
there as long as they will, what have I to ſay-to them? | 


But the informer told him, They met at. Cloddieco- 
ckion. He aſked him, 10 bether thoſe there were not 


priſoners; he anſwered, They were. Then faid 
Lord: Herbert, What do they do at Cloddiecochion ? 


Do they preach there? He ſaid, No; their way was 


to ſit down,” and. to look one upon another. He 


nanſwered, Thou art but a fool; the Quakers are a 


loving people ; they went to viſit their a N o 


eat bread and cheeſe with tbe. 
80 Lord Herbert. took his cane, and martin him 


with his gentleman to walk in his park. The in- 


former followed them, and ſpoke again- to him, and 


ſaid, Will you be pleaſed to grant me a warrant 
e He eee, | 
£4 | | there 
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1 were PRES a warrant? He aid, D. 8 (This 
was the prieſt of Welch-Pool, a quiet man, and no 


perſecutor.) Lord Herbert aſked him again, whether 


he had a letter from him; the informer ſaid, No, 


he thought his word might be ſufficient to get a war. 


rant againſt the Quakers, Upon this Lord Herbert, 


with indignation, it is thought, would have fpoiled 
him, had not his gentleman interpoſed. He faid to 
him, Is it not ſufficient to put my peaceable neighbours 


in priſon? Mut I give a warrant to make ſuch a 


rogue as this is rich, by ruining them and their fami- 
| lies? So the informer returned home; and as I was 
going by his houſe, he deſired me to walk in, for he 
had ſomething to ſay to me. I went in with him, and 
he ſaid to me, I am ſorry I did you ſo much wrong, 
for 1 intended much evil againſt you. I was put on 
to be an informer, which proved. to be mine and my 
children's ruin; for my neighbours took. their wo 
from me, and when my children went to their doors, 
they would ſcarce give them any thing * 
them. And now I deſire you to pray to God to for- 
give me; and I pray you to foigive me alſo; for 
think moſt of our biſhops are Papiſts, and there is no 
truſt to be put in them. I deſired him to have à care 
what he ſaid, and not lay the fault there; for it was 
the enemy, the adverſary, the devil, that: begot that 
ge mind in him, againſt his peaceable neigh- 
. T deſired the Lord to forgive him; and as for 
me. . my friends, we e * him; and. I 
1 defro 


— 


„%% EE, 


defend ki tage Vis: way, and to do ſo no more. So 


he never informed againſt us afterwards. 7 
Thus the Lord helped and preſerved u us e 


| great hardſhips and difficulties. There was nothing 


taken W us at this own upon'this informer's ac- 
gount. © 7 


About the” year 2675 we dine * was red | 


perſecution by informers in Merionethfhire, eſpe- 
cially in Penllyn, near Bala; in which time our 
meetings did increaſe there, and many people came to 
them. A concern lay upon my friend Charles Lloyd 
and me to viſit thoſe meetings, where we had a meet- 
ing on the firſt day of the week at Cadwalader Tho- 


mas's, called Wern-fawr. There was abundance of 


people, more than the houſe could hold. Two in- 
formers came in, and ſtaid all the meeting time; and 
after Charles Lloyd and I had cleared ourſelves by way 
of teſtimony, the people's underftandings were very 
much opened in the things of God, and the way to his 
kingdom, in the Welch language, in which I con- 


cluded the meeting, the Lord owning of us with his 


great power and preſence, to our great comfort, and 


the ſatisfaction of the auditory. The two informers 
kneeled upon their knees with us, while I was at 


prayer, and one ef them, called Robert Evans, did 
exceedingly tremble; and when I had concluded the 


meeting, the faid Robert Evans took a paper out of 


dis pocket, and ſtood before us with much trembling 
__ . and could ſay * to us, but @ 
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8 daran, a warrant, a an. F riends Rood a 
in the poſſeſſion of that life and power that God had 
bleſſed them withal that day, and we ſaid nothing to 
him, nor he to us, which was almoſt an amazement 
to the ſpectators ; for he was I ſpiteful envious man, 
that had done much ſpoil upon friends in thoſe parts, - 
At laſt I aſked him, what he had there; he told me, 
bie had a warrant. 1 deſired him to let us ſee it. He 
was not willing we ſhould ſee it; but ſaid, If we 
would come a little farther on our way, we ſhould ſee it, 
We told friends, we were not bound to follow him, 
and deſired friends to depart to their own habitations, 
But our loving tender-hearted friends would not part 
with us. Charles Lloyd and I bad a great mind to 
- ſee what the tenor of his warrant was, and who the 
juſtices were that did ſign it. So we went along with 
him to the houfe, where he ſaid we ſhould ſee it; but 
e man of the houſe not being within, he was ſtill 
lot we ſhould ſee it. We told him, he ſhould have 
it ſafN& uin, and at laſt he let us ſee it: and we ſaw 
that eee Price of Rhiwlas, and colonel Saliſbury 
of Rig, had granted it. We went that night to 
| John Thomas's of Llaethgwn, and were concerned 
to go and viſit theſe juſtices. In the firſt place we 
went to ſee whether we could ſpeak with Price of 
| Rhiwlas, to lay the ſufferings of friends, that were 
his neighbours and tenants, before him, for many of 
them were his tenants; but we could not ſee him, 


though we heard he was at home. Thence we went 
| TT Se tb 0 


”s 


1a) 


to Rig, where this colonel Saliſbury lids and we 


enquired, before we came to the houſe, whether he 
was at home; 'E ſome told us, He was: but When we 
came there, they perceived we were thoſe people 
called Quakers, by. our habit and language, and he 
being conſcious to himſelf what he had done, and 


what ſpoil was made upon friends goods, would not 
admit us to ſpeak with him. We defired one of his 


ſervants to acquaint him, that we had come a great 
way to viſit our ſuffering friends in that county ; and 


oy friend Charles Lloyd bid him tell him who he 


; for it ſeems he was his relation, and an old 
Set From thence we went to John ap 


John's, at Wrexham in Denbighſhire, and viſited 
friends there ; and then came home to our families, 


where we found all things well y and the Lord WAS 
with us in our. journey. 12 
Some time after this it lay upon me to go "nag 


viſit friends i in London. I went to ſee the lord Powis 


and his lady who dwelt then at London, they were 
my particular friends ; and acquainted them with the 


ſufferings of our friends in Merionethſhire, by in- 


formers upon the late act. They aſked me, Which way 
they might be helpful to Friends ; ; I told them, If they _ 


would be pleaſed to get a few lines from their brother 
the duke of Beauford, then lord- preſident of Wales, 


to colonel Price of Rhiwlas, I did not queſtion but 
' that would moderate them very much: for the ſaid 


| colonel was not in the main a perſecutor, but was 
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put on by ſome peetich 3 ſo ned. In 2 
little time they got his letter for me, with his own 
ſeal thereon, but not ſealed up; the tenor of it was 
chus : Sir, I have Stopped the complaint of his Majeſty's 
| ſubjects, called Quakers, from coming before the council. 
board, conceruing the ſevere proſecution of the penal 
laws againſt them. So when I had this letter, I made 
What haſte I could down into the country, and gave 
it to a friend and relation of colonel Price's, who de- 

livered it into his own hand. It had good effect; 
the Lord was pleaſed thereby to ſtop the rage and ruin 
chat was intended againſt friends in that county. The 
| juſtices of the peace called the informer to an ac- 
count for what he had done to, and taken from 
friends, but he could not make-up his account. The 
moderate juſtices followed him ſo cloſe, in behalf of 
the king, that he was near ruined and undone there- 
by. So it pleaſed God that himſelf fell into the ſnare 

we evil that he intended againſt his neighbours. 

Some time afterwards, one Price, prieſt of Llan- 
vawr, in Merionethſhire, was ſevere againſt friends 
for tithes, and ſome friends came down to me to 
Welch - Pool with an account thereof. I conſidered 
His proceeding upon A quo minus from the exchequer, 
and cauſed an attorney to appear for the friends, and 
he in a few terms, brought me a writ of charges 
againſt the prieſt, When I had it, I was in a great 
ſtrait what to do with it; for I knew if the prieſt 
nad taken upon it, it would exaſperate him againſt 
friends. 


SI 


( 119 1, 

friends. 1 ſent for 3 of theſe friends to be at our. 
quarterly-meeting at Dolobran, which they belonged 
to. I told them what my judgment was in the mate. 
ter; and that though there was a writ of coſts ob 

tained againſt the pied. yet it was not expedient o 
have it executed. I told them, I thought it would- 
be more convenient for them to take writ, ſhew it to 
the deputy-ſheriff, and tell him the whole caſe 3 but 
to take care that the writ ſhould not be left with him; 
which was well approved of, and the friends did ac- 
cordingly, and kept the writ. The deputy-ſheriff x 
knew that would be for the advant tage of friends, and 
was ready to do what he could for them. So he 
blazed it abroad that. the Quakers had got a writ: _ 
againſt the prieſt, and the poor prieſt was afraid of: 
coming to the ſteeple-houſe for ſeveral days to per- 
form his ſervice, till he employed ſomebody. to come 
to friends to make an end of the matter; and I never 
heard that he troubled friends —_ for tithes while 

he was there. 

About that time that I was at Cond to wit 
friends, there ſprung up a new informer, whoſe name 
was David Maurice, he lived at a place called Pen-y- 
bout, in Denbighſhire, and was newly made a juſtice 
of the peace of the county of Montgomery. He that 
recommended him was informed that he was a ſober 
man, and not given to perſecution ; but ſoon after he had 
bis commiſſion, he appeared to be a great perſecutor, 

not only of e our friends, but of other Diſſenters alſo. 
„„ The 
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WH "cz. 
he Gaid David Maurice; upon the oh day ort the 1 
firſt month, called March, 1674 5, came into a meet- 
ing at Cloddiecochion, with about 14 or 15 perſons, 
- moſt of them armed, where a ſmall number of our 


friends were waiting in ſence upen the Lord. He 
requeſting us to depart, our friend Thomas Lloyd 


requeſted of him a quarter of an hour's time before 


our being diſperſed, which he readily granted, and he 
with his followers ſat amongſt us. Thomas Lloyd 
uttered a few words, by way of defining the true reli- 


gion, and what the true worſhip was; all which 
= David Maurice approved of as ſound, and according | 
to the doctrine of the church of England; yet not- 
withſtanding, he fined T. Lloyd 20l. for preaching, 
| though he was no magiſtrate of the corporation, and 


he fined the houſe 20l. and 58. a- piece for the hearers. 
And on the 16th of the fourth month, 1675, he 

cauſed to be driven from Thomas Lloyd four cows 
and a mare, all worth about 161, by two of his ſer- 


vants, one of them being his clerk, and the other his 


tenant, and no officer of the corporation, nor of the 
pariſh, nor of that allotment of the hundred, in place 
with them. - Theſe were lurking near the ground 


about two hours before day, and drove away the 


cattle before ſun-riſe, and they were brought out of 
the county into his own domains. 

The ſame day about the dawning 4 856 the faid 
drivers, by a warrant from the faid David Maurice, 


EE broke through a. neighbour” s fields, to che 
at} | rags 5 


EE or 
| grounds of Thomas Lewis, of Cloddiecochion, and 


drove from him ſix cows, two oxen, and two heifers; 


alledging for his offence that the ſaid T. Lewis 


ſuffered a meeting to be at his houſe, though the 4 


faid David Maurice was at that meeting himſelf, and 
not only allowed of the _—" but append wiht was: 
ſpoken there. 


About the ſame time | Charles + Lloyd, of Dolobran; 


had ten young beaſts taken from him by. John Jones: 
of Golynog, an attorney at law, who was that year 


overſeer of the poor of the pariſh of Myvod, toge- 
ther with the petty conſtable, &c. upon a warrant: 


from the faid. David Maurice, the only informer and: 
buſy juſtice upon this mercenary. act in our borders, 
| for preaching at Cloddiecochion, within the liberties. 


of Welch-Pool, the 14th of the firſt month, 11674 - 5 


though the ſaid Charles Lloyd was not at that place: 
that day, nor many days before or aſter, at any meet 


ing. David Jones of Branyarth, for being a hearer- 
at the ſaid meeting at Cloddiecochion, had a braſs: 
pan, for his own proper fines, taken from him, and. 


one cow for the pretended. inability of others con- 


victed, upon a warrant from the faid David: Maurice, 


of Pen-y-bont. But nothing was taken from me,, 


though my family was at the meeting, and I. lived: | 


within. the limits of the corporation. 4 
I being at this time in London, and my e 


there pretty much in the time of. the ſaid hard perſe- 


8 7 N dear friend Charles Lloyd ſent me 7 a. 
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full and . aceount of the ſufferings of . 
tere, by this wicked informer David Maurice; and 
when I had read and conſidered them, I was under a 
great conſideration, what: way to take tor prevent the 
farther- intended: miſchief of this man; and I laid 
their innocent and faithful ſufferings in ſecret before 
the great God of heaven, who hath the hearts of all 
men in his hand, and e order n as nnn 
good ta him. 8 
Alter this, when es 8 

was come, the clerk of the peace: told the court, he 
had received the new commiſſions; which being read, 
and. this D. Maurice being then preſent, and finding 
himſelf left-out, he fell into a great rage and paſſion. 

In a little time the ſaid D. Maurice went to Lon- 

PAR and was put into commiffion again; but being 
made high-ſheriff- of the county this year, he could 
nat act as a juſtice: of the peace; ſo he fell; into a 

great rage, for that the ſaid office was like to be 
cChargeable to him. 80 that year we had peace and 

quietneſs; and when his ſheriff-ſhip, was over, he 
was coming through a brook: called Lynlleth, near 
his own houſe at Pen- y- bont, and it was ſuppoſed his 
horſe threw him, and he was carried down into the 
river Tannat a conſiderable way, andi there miſerably 

periſhed. Thus the Lord helped us through all our 
aftitions and troubles; and we ſee, that they that 
traſt. in the Lord ſball not be confounded; but are as 

Mount Hion, that cannot be remeved.; and as the hills- 


e, 


E is the Lord romd about | 


2 bleſſed and praiſed be his bay mn 
over and evermore, faith my foul. - Z 


In the latter end of the year 1674, Tuned | 
ny ancient dear friend George Fox, who was a pri- 


ſoner in Worceſter; I paſſed through Herefordſhire, 
and had ſome meetings there. I ſtaid with my friend 
George Fox for ſome time. He told me how he 


was taken priſoner, and that he was indicted ſor 


refuſing the oath of allegiance; that he had been 
twice removed by habeas corpus to London; that he 


had his trial there, and no error being found in his | 


indictment, he was returned back again to his pri- 
ſon at Worceſter. As he was opening his caſe to 
me, I thought there might be ſufficient errors found 
in his indictment to get him diſcharged... I told him 
of a counſellor; Thomas Corbet, a friend of mine, 
then in London, who was very excellent in finding 
out errors; ſo after ſome conſideration, he ſent next 
poſt for an habeas corpus, which came down in a little 
time, and the ſheriff was ſerved with it; ſo-we ſet 
forward, G. Fox went in the coach with the ſheriff 


and clerk of the peace of Worceſter, and I rid on 


my horſe along with the, ee e and no cane Wee 
with us. . 


we came to Landon the $f the twelfth 2 


and when we came there, ſeveral friends much ad- 
mired that he ſhould be removed up again; for be 
was . private in the matter. He deſired the 
friends, 
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| bk: | | 
friends; who had the management of the buſineſs be- 
fore, to let me have a copy of the record, which was 
pretty difficult to be had; for ſeveral thought it was 
to little or no purpoſe; but G. Fox was not ſatisfied 


till 1 had it. I had acquainted counſellor Corbet of 


i 


the whole caſe, as far as I could underſtand it, before: 
I could ſee a copy of the record; and about the tenth. 
hour in the night, William Mead came with me to 
counſellor Corbet with it. When he had read it, he 


ſaid, There were ſeveral material errors in it; which 
put W. Mead to a conſideration. how that could be; 


and he deſired the counſellor to ſhew him one error. 
The counſellor ſhewed. him ſeveral errors. W. Mead 
ſeemed to wonder that ſuch great errors could not. 
have been found out by other counſel; i | 

The next morning being the 11th of- the twelfthi 


month, we went to court, where ſome other counſel- 


lors moved firſt on G. Fox's behalf, and they were: 
pretty cloſe upon ſome things, but they knew not of 
any errors in the indictment. All this while coun- 
ſellor Corbet was ſilent. Counſellor. Walcott was 
againſt G. Fox, and fearing left they ſhould find. 
ſome errors in the indictment, he moved, that the 
oath ſhould. be tendered again: to. G. Fox. Upon, 
which counſellor Corbet ſtood up and moved, that. 

there was: no. impriſonment” in caſe of premunire. 
Whereupon'the chief juſtice Hales ſaid, Mr. Corbet, 


you ſhould have come ſooner at the beginning of the 
term with that plea, He anſwered, We could not get a. 


1 11 
copy of the return, and of the indidtment. The judge 
' replied, You ſhould have told us, and we would have 
forced them to have made a return ſooner. Then 
faid judge Wild, Mr. Corbet, you go upon general 
terms; and if it be fo as you ſay, we have com- 
mitted many errors at the Old- Bailey, and in other 
courts. Corbet was poſitive, that by law they could 
not impriſon upon a premunire. The judge ſaid, 
There is ſummons in the ſtatute. Yes, ſaid Corbet, 
but ſummons i is rot impriſonment ; for ſummons is in 
order to à trial. Well, ſaid the judge, we muſt have 
time to look in our books, and conſult the ſtatutes : 
ſo the hearing was put off till the next day. As we 
were going out of Weſtminſter-hall, ſome friends 
were much troubled, that the Welch counſellor ſhould 
ſtart ſucha plea, contrary to the opinion of the judges, 
and all the , counſellors; and ſome of them faid, they 
thought G. Fox would have been difcharged, if the 
counſellor had not put in that plea. But honeſt plain 
G. Fox ſaid, he had a fine trial, and was cheerful in 
his ſpirit. I deſired friends to have a little patience, 
for I thought the Welch counſellor would ſtand upon 
his own legs. So J went to the hall again, and ſtaid 
for counſellor Corbet till the court was up ; and when 
I found him, I told him, he had ſtarted that which 
many thought he could not make good; and if ſo, it 
vuould be a reflection upon me and the Welch coun- 
ſellor, as they called him, He deſired me to bring 
him that n another copy of the record, beſides 
; what - 


( 126 } 


J ts” had. 86 1 got one, a went with it 
to him; and he writ in the margin ſomething in 
Freneh, and gave it me again, and deſired me to go 
with it to Thomas Rudyard, whe was an attorney in 
London, for G. Fox, and deſire him to deliver it 
that night to judge Hales, and he would take the 
other himſelf to judge Wild; and then he thougbt 
there would de little diſeourſe of that matter more: : 
and ſo it happened. For, | 
The next day they choſe rather to let that plea fall, 
and begin with the errors of the inditment ; 3 and 
when they came to be opened, they were ſo many. 
and ſo groſs, that the judges were all of opinion the 
indictment was quaſhed and void, and that G. Fox 
ougght to have his liberty. Upon which proclamation 
was made, that if any had any thing to ſay againſt 
George Fox, let them come forth and they ſhall be 
heard, otherwiſe he 1 is . And ſo he was ſet 
at liberty. | : | 
_ Counſellor Cates, hs Nadel this uk; got 
great fame by it; for many of the lawyers told him, 
he had brought that to light, which had not been 
| known before, as to the not impriſoning upon a pre- 
* munire. And after the trial, a judge ſaid to him, You 
| have attained a great deal of | honour by . George 
Fox's cauſe fo in court. 
As we were coming out of the cot, I had an op- 
portunity to ſpeak to ſome of London, and to blame 
| them for their unbelief ; becauſe they could not believe 
EE: | VVV 


on 4 
+32 
i 
1 
s 
1 > 
| y 
_. 
_ 
14 
rt | 
f 
"uy 1 
1 1 
on 
4.) 
” . 
1 
| at 
4 


—— 


1 


— 
— 


—— ——ä 


- SERIE 
3 


Ae. — 
— 
= — * 
. 


— 
FIRST 
—— 


— 


= 


— IO 
"_ 
— rr tt re 1 — IR I I 
j 8 1 


1 r „ ee A Rd * ul * a 
45 Ky 8 S rr 3 2 
1 = 1 SE Sed —— 


2 TITS 6” 


( 127 5 


that any 3 could come from tha plea. be oi 
then of a mind, and ſtil] am, that the hand of the 
Lord was in it, more than the wit and cunning of 
man; for that trial put an end to all the premunires in 
the nation. Our friends, in this county of Mont - 
gomery, were moſt of us under a ſentence of Premu- 
nire for many years. Our friend Charles Lloyd was 
not ſuffered to ſee his own houſe for ſeveral years, 
although it was but five miles from Welch-Pool, 
where he was kept a priſoner. And as for myſelf, I 
had the name of being a priſoner on the ſame account 
for about ſeven years, but was not kept cloſe priſoner 
in all that time, but had my freedom and liberty to 
be at- London, and in other places of the nation, as 
my ſervice was, and as the Lord made way for me. 
In this time I viſited Friends, . much in . 
ſufferings, 1 [ : 
80, good is the Lord, and oy is his ae oy + 
worthy is he to be praiſed by all that Fnow e _ 
benceforth and for ever. 8 | 
1677. Some years after this trial of 8. Tamas 
London, counſellor Walcott, . who was a counſellor 
againſt him was made judge of three counties in 
North-Wales, viz. Merionethſhire, Carnarvonſhire, 
and Angleſey. He began his circuit in Bala in Me- 
rionethſhire. Hg cauſed ſeveral friends to be brought 
before him, and tendered them the oath of allegiance 
and ſupremacy. He did not intend to proceed againſt 
them * premunire, but — The refuſal of thoſe 
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Tacks: was high. treaſon, and he would dee 2oxinſ 
them upon that ſtatute for their lives the next aſſtzes; 
threatening that the men ſhould be hanged, and the 
women burned. He was a wicked hard-hearted man, 
and intended much miſchief to friends, if the Lord | 


had not prevented him. So friends of that county 


| acquainted us here -of the whole proceedings in that 
affair. Tt being the time that the parliament was 


ſitting, friends concluded, that our friend Thomas 


Lloyd ſhould go up to London immediately, and we 
deſired him to adviſe with counſellor Corbet, what to 


do in the matter, who was then in London. When 
counſellor Corbet heard of the buſineſs, he was much 
concerned, for he was very well acquainted with this 


Walcott, and ſaid, By that way they might try us 
all; if Popery came up again; for they have, ſaid he, 
the writ De Heretico Comburend in force, which was 


executed in queen Mary's days, for the burning of 


Hereticks, which was not repealed to this day, So 
counſellor Corbet and Thomas Lloyd went to the 


| parliament-houſe, and acquainted ſeveral parliament- 
men of it, and that ſeſſions it was repealed; and 
judge Walcott was ſpoken to in London, and our 


friends were no farther proſecuted, but had their 
Hberty and bleſſed be the Lord, friends had great 
peace and quietneſs in that county for a conſiderable 
time afterwards. In a few years judge Walcott 9, 
hou was n nee 72 
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In the year 1677, our friend John Burnyeat came 
to give us a viſit in Wales, and had a meeting at 
Machynlleth, in Montgomeryſhire, where appeared 
an informer, Oliver Maurice, of Drain Llwydion, 
in Merionethſhire, and cauſed a diſturbance, and 
went after wards to William Pugh; of Mathafern, near 
Machynlleth, a juſtice of the peace for this county, 
(he was one of them that had his commiſſion when 
D. Maurice was turned out, as before related, page 
122.) who granted him x warrant; and himſelf, 
together with his bailiff and a conſtable, meeting 
8 John Burnyeat and Thomas Ellis upon the road, 
ſtopped them, and ſeized their horſes with their ſad- 
des and bridles, ſo that they were conſtrained to 
travel on foot. J. Burnyeat's mare died within an 
hour and an half after ſeizure, and Thomas Ellis's 
horſe died in the informer's hands in half a year's 
time; in which time alſo a diſtemper infected moſt 
of his cattle, whereby he ſuffered very great loſs: the 
ſaid juſtice likewiſe fined ſeveral other friends at the 
ſame time, though they lived in another county. 
Thomas Ellis diſpatched a meſſenger to me at Weleh- 
Pool, being about 22 miles. The next day the Lord 
Powis being at home at his caſtle of Powis, I went to 
bim, and acquainted him, thereof, and he was very 
ſorry, I deſired of him, that he would grant me that 
favour to make uſe of his name, that he had heard 
ſuch and ſuch things concerning the beforeſaid juſtice. 
Met only fo, ſaid he, but let Mr. Edmund Lloyd (this 
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„ 
vas a neighbouring juſtice, and no perſecutor) write 
to him, and tell him, that I am angry with him for ſuch 
proceedings. So I went to my friend, that other 
Juſtice, and got him-to write 2 few lines to the ſaid 
W. Pugh. So he wrote effectually to him, and I 
ſent it away by night; by which means the reſt of 
the fines were ſtopped: But John nn. s mare 
Was dead, as before releated. | 
Some time after, there was in this county of Mont- | 
gomery, one Hughes, a prieſt, in the pariſh of Hir- 
nant, where lived a friend, an honeſt man, whoſe 
name was John Rhydderch, who could not pay tithe 


bor conſcience-ſake. This prieſt brought ſeveral ac- 


tions againſt him out of the county-court for tithe ; 
the ſheriff's bailiffs drove away ſeveral of his cattle, 
for judgment had out of the county-court. Our 
friend being well acquainted with the deputy- ſheriff, 

acquainted him of the errors of the proceedings in the 
cCounty- court; and the ſheriff ordered the bailiffs to 
return the friend his cattle again: ſo the prieſt was in 
a great fret that he loſt all that charge. After that, 
he ordered the friend to be ſued at Ludlow court, 
which was for the marches of Wales. This court 
was 2 great yoke and bondage to friends in this do- 
minion; for all anſwers were to be given upon oath 
in that court, which friends could not do for con- 
ſcience-ſake. This prieſt followed the. friend with 
one contempt after another, till it came to a writ of 
rebellion, We let him 80 on a8 far as he could go, 
in 


* 
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till the friend was ready to be taken! our attorney 
gave us an account of it, and I deſired the friend to- 

go to a friend's houſe in Shropſhire, which: was out 
of the juriſdition of that court, and ſtay there till 
| he ſhould hear from me. I ſent to London to John 
Lloyd, brother to Charles Lloyd of Dolobran, who 
belonged to the chancery- office, and he ſent me down 
a prohibition, and I ſent to ferve the prieſt and his 
attorney with it. The prieſt fell into a very great 
rage, and his attorney came to him for ſeven pounds 
charge that he laid out for him, but the prieſt would 
not pay him; ſo the attorney ſued him, and got 
judgment againſt him, ſo that the poor prieſt could not 
go to perform his wonted ſervioe for ſome time. Soon 
after which the prieſt died, and I know not whether 
the attorney had one penny of his money; and that 
friend was never troubled after on account of that ſuit. 
Our friend Charles Lloyd, of Dolobran, was ſued 
for tithe at the great aſſizes held for this county of 
Montgomery, by the earl of Caſtlemain impropriator, 
and Randal Davies, Vicar of Myvod, the pariſh that 
our friend Charles Lloyd lived in; we were ſatisfied 
it was a court of record, and they might ſue for treble 
damage for not paying tithe ; ſo we concluded to go 
with a copy of their declaration to counſellor Corbet, 
who lived then at Welch-Pool, and when he tead it 
he ſaid He would demur to it. I aſked him, whether 
he could demur in the caſe of tithes ? He faid, he would 
maintain a demurrer to that declaration. So when the 
> od court. 
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court 1 he 1 the judge, that he 9 1 | 
demur to that declaration. The judge ſaid, demur in 


the caſe of tithe z Yes, in this caſe, . ſaid he, The 


judge aſked him, whether he would demur ſpecial or 
general? Corbet ſaid, When we join in demurrer you 


may know. So they joined in demurrer; and when 


t came to be urged, he ſhewed his cauſe of demurrer. 


So the judge and the court were convinced of the 
error, and they paid coſt, and mended the declara- 
tion, and next aflizes, they. obtained judgment upon 
Nihil dicit. So Charles Lloyd's cattle were driven 


for treble damage; but the prieſt was ſo perplexed, 
and put to charge and trouble, that I do not know 
he ever ſued any friend for tithe again. 


After this I went to London to the yearly-meeting, 
and continued there ſome time, in and about the city, 
and ſo came leiſurely down through ſeveral meetings, 
viſiting friends. A while after I came home, Thomas 


Ellis, and James Halliday, came to our town ; I told 


James, it was well done of him to give us a viſit in 


theſe parts of Wales. They ſaid, they came to viſit 


us againſt their wills. I aſked them, whether they 

were priſoners z they ſaid, they were: and ſoon after 
came other friends with them. I took them along 
with me to my houſe to refreſh themſelves. They 
told me, James Halliday came from London to South- 
Wales, intending to take ſhipping there for Ireland, 
to be at the half-year s meeting; but the wind prov- 


ing contrary, he was neceſſitated to come for North- 
| Wales 


enn) | 
Wales to Holyhead, and. having a meeting in this 
county near Llanydlos, they were taken priſoners and 
fined by Evan Glyn, a juſtice of the peace, and ſent 
here. I was very much concerned for James Halliday, 
that he ſhould be ſtopped in theſe parts, and hindered 
of his ſervice. So next morning about two of the 790 
clock, I took horſe and went to this juſtice's father= | |} "ly 
in-law, juſtice Devereux, and found him at a village 1 
three miles from Welch- Pool. He aſked me, - what 
was the matter; I told him, that his ſon-in-law _ 
Glyn had committed ſome of our friends to priſon to * 
Welch-Pool, and fined them alſo; and I: told him, 
. thought by the law, that no man was to ſuffer twice 
for the ſame ſuppoſed tranſgreſſion. He gave his ſon- 
in-law hard language, and deſired me to ſee ſome 
way to get them off. I went to a neighbouring 
juſtice, and got James Halliday a diſcharge, . and 
brought it with me that morning; ; ſo we haſtened 
him away with a guide towards "Holyhead, and I was: 
informed he had a good and quick paſſage, and got 
in time to the pond s meeting in AN as he 
intended. 
For Thomas Ellis * the reſt of the friends, the 
jailer took our words, that they ſhould be forthcoming 
at the next quarter- ſeſſions, at which time Charles 
Lloyd and myſelf attended the court, and went to the 
clerk of the peace, and deſired him to call our friends 
firſt, which he did. The friends being all at the bar, 
no proſecutor appearing againſt them, (juſtice Glyn, 
N3. being 
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being not then come to town) they were ſoon dic: 
charged, without demanding any fees; and after 
fr end had refreſhed themſelves in town, they went 
home wards, ſome of them towards Radnorkhire, and 
thoſe that went towards Llanydlos, met juſtice Glyn, 
who had committed them, going towards the quarter- 
ſeſſions. He ſpoke to them, and they told him they 
were diſcharged. He ſeemed not to be ſorry for it, 
for he was not à perſecutor in the bottom, but was 
put on by a peeviſh proud informing prieſt, and I 
know not that ever he did the like again. 
I went to London to the yearly-meeting i in 1691. 
Perſecution was very fevere upon friends in the city, 
and elſewhere in thoſe parts; at which meeting it 
lay upon my mind to move for a yearly- meeting in 
Wales, and after ſome conſideration about it, it was 
left to friends in Wales to appoint their firſt yearly- 
meeting, as in the wiſdom of God they ſhould ſee 
meet, at their half. year's meeting, held at Swanzey 
the 28th of the ſeventh month. * account of which 
my friend Thomas Ellis N me to London, as 
followeth : Een. 


Bear Friend, R. Dorus, 


I the love of God is my remembrance of Yu at 
15¹⁸ time, with many others of. the like-minded, in and | 
about the city, and eſpecially thoſe who from the begin- | 
ning have been and till are moſt exerciſed under the £1 
gloricus weight of the care and concerns of the church 


: * ” * *. - 
Ko ; * a : og ; 
. - * * I # - * 
- « © 28 
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. 4 
if Chri ; the remembrance of whom hath divers timerg | 
and eſpecially of late, as at this preſent, wrought both 
eyes to tears, and hearts to tenderneſs. . Although I was 
diſappointed in my expettations of ſeei ng - thee here, at 
this half- year's meetings yet thy letter to Fohn ap John, 
coming ſo ſeaſonably, did ſo. anſwer for: thee, that it 
was both joy and refreſhment to many of us. Me bad 
a full meeting of friends from maſt parts of Wales ;, 
many having come upon the account of the yearly- meet 
ing, which was concluded to be at Haverford-weſt, the 
ſecond day of the week, called Fa after-week,. for the fol 
Inving year. Here were E. Edwards, John ap Jobn, 
IW. Players, Francis Lea, Philip Leonard, and Richard. 
Malter, who had tęſtimonies, and many other friends. 
beſides from other remote. parts, all zealous: for the. 

yearly- meeting. We had meetings. here. the three loft | 
Way So, | ; 


I F, ont and Brothers... 1 
Swanzey the 28th. 3 8 . 
of the ſeventh | oy | 
Month, 1681. 4 5 1 24-6. $6 Troxas a Elis. 


About the year 1680, or 1681, came Dr. William, 
Lloyd, late of Martin's, in London, to be biſhop of 
this dioceſs, called St. Aſaph. Perſecution was very 
ſharp and ſevere in ſeveral places about this time, 
upon account of excommunication, and' the ſtatute of | 

20l. a month. But this new biſhop thought to take 
x more mild way to work, by ſummoning all forts of 
| Diflenters to difcourſe with _ and ſeek to perſuade 
them 


e 9 5 | 


them to turn to the church of England. | Ainag: 
the reſt, when he came to Welch-Poot in his viſita- 
tion, he ſent for us. Charles Lloyd, Thomas Lloyd, 
and myſelf, ſought to ſpeak with him, but I was that 
day bound for London, ſo could not, but my friends 
ſtaid till they had an opportunity with him; and my 
friend Charles Lloyd gave me an account afterwards 
of what paſſed em them, which was to this 
effect: 
1 That the biſhop was much difpleaſed that I was 
abſent; and when he was told of my. urgent occaſion: 
to go, and my ſtay on purpoſe ſome time to ſee | 
him, he faid, his buſineſs was greater, whatever my. 
buſineſs was. That day they diſcourſed with him, his 
chaplains, and other clergy, ſo called, from about two 
"i le afternoon,” till two in the morning. After- 
wards they diſcourſed with him two days at Llanvil- 
30 ling. The firſt day from about two in the afternoon 
i till night; and the next day, from about ten in the 
morning, till an hour in the night, publickly in the 
town-hall. The firſt day at Pool, our friends Charles 
Lloyd and Thomas Lloyd gave their reaſons of ſepa-- 
ration. In none of the three days would the biſhop. 
and his clergy | defend their own principles, or re- 
fute ours; but only held the three days on the 
general princi iples of Chri riftendom, and the apoſtles: 
examples of water-baptiſm, and once a ſmall touch 
at the bread and wine, Thomas Lioyd held the laſt 
day, 
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4 * our reaſons mhy are. eparated 
of England; hic 3705 a7 a tr TR 
1. Becauſe their worſhip war ard, abel ee 1 
2+ Becauſe: their miniftry. Was no geſpel miniſtry. 
3. Becauſe their ordinances were no "goſpel ordinances. 
But they would not join with him to prove any 
f of them, though often ſolicited. thereunto ; friends 
being ſufferers muſt ſubmit to all diſadvantages for 
they had not any notice befare-hand of what matters 
they ſhould argue till they came to the place of diſ- 
pute, and. the laſt day they forced Thomas Lloyd to 
about twenty-eight ſyllogiſms, all written down as 
they diſputed, to be anſwered eætempore; and the 
biſnop ſaid, he did not expect ſo much could be ſaid 
by any on that ſubject, on ſo little warning. And he 
ſaic, that he expected not to find ſo much civility 
from the Quakers; he highly commended Thomas 
Lloyd, and our friends came off with them very well. 
They had alſo much diſcourſe with the chancellor, and 
one Henry Dodwell, and with the dean of Bangor, 
aſterwards biſhop: of Hereford, very learned men, who 
were alſo at the ſaid diſpute, with many of the clergy 
of the dioceſs, with ſome juſtices of the peace, 
deputy-lieutenants of the county, and a great con- 
courſe of people in the town-hall aforeſaid, in Llan- 
villing. Several of the clergy, with whom I after= 

wards diſcourſed, ſeemed not well ſatisfied with that 
diſpute ; for they ſaid, they thought the validity of 
water. i n was much weakened thereby; and 
- h ſeveral 
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ſeveral noted men that were preſent ſaid, they thought 
there could not have been fo:much {aid againſt warer- 


baptiſm as had been ſaid there. Tt was agreed, by 


conſent of all parties 4 that the 5 
ſhould not be printed. 


I ſtaid a pretty while in „ nag when the 


Lord made way for me, I took my leave of the city 
friends, letting them underſtand that I was preparing 
homewards, intending for my priſon, upon the writ 
De Excommunicato Capiendo, that was out againſt me 


and our friends, and other diſſenters. in this dioceſs 
Called St. Aſaph. A little time before I came out of 


the city, there came two or three grave citizens, I 
ſuppoſe of the Independent congregation, and told 
me, they were come to let me know that there was 
a writ De Excommunicato Capiends, out againſt. me, 
and there was one of their friends already in priſon. 
on the ſame writ in our county, and if I would con- 
tribute with them, they ſaid, they knew how to make 
it void. I told them, I knew that there was a writ out 
againſt me; and I did alſo know there was a friend 
of theirs, one Rithard Trollus, in priſon in Welch- 
Pool on that writ. I told them, I thought they might 
make the writ void, but I would contribute nothing 


towards it; for I told them, I would haſten home as 


ſoon as I could, and go to priſon if required. They 
faid, they were ſatisfied I had other reaſons why 1 
would not make the writ void, and deſired me to be 


free . them, and tell them my reaſons. I told 


them, 
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them, 1 thought they might make that writ yoid with * 
a great deal of charges; but, faid I, how will you 
prevent the biſhop from coming on again with ano- 
ther writ which you cannot make void ? If there be 
any error in their proceedings in this, no doubt but 
the biſhop and chancellor will mend it in the next. 


And whether do you think it is better for me to go to 
priſon on a falſe writ, or on a writ that you can find 


no error in? I ſaid, if J go to priſon on this erro- 


neous writ, and the ſheriff or jailer gives me my 
liberty, the biſhop or the chancellor cannot juſtly ſue 


them. Fheſe men went away well ſatisfied with the 


reaſons. I gave them, and J know of no 1 __y 


ſpent to make the writ void. 


I acquainted my friend William N and ſome 
friends, that I intended to give biſhop Lloyd a viſit 


before I went to priſon, if the Lord pleaſed to make 


way for me. 80 my friend W. Penn, the morning 
before I came out of the city, ſent me a letter from 
the lord Hide to the biſhop, with his coat of arms 
on it, unſealed. I took my journey, and the Lord 
brought me ſafe home, to the comfort of my family 


and friends, ms were afraid 1 ao vous detained from 


coming home. 


The next re lor out to foe the biſhop with- 


out interruption 3 though the ſheriff, George Mercer, 


was very envious to friends, yet I eſcaped his hands 
at this time. I went to my friend Tho. Wynne's, 
who lived nnn in Flintſhire, not far from the 
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& 140 ) | 
diſhop's . and he went with me. | ion « we 
came there, the biſhop's ſecretary came to the gate, 
I aſked him whether the biſhop was within; he aid, 
he was ; and aſked me, Who would ſpeak with him? | 
I told him, that Richard Davies would ſpeak with 

him. I bat, ſaid he, of Welch-Pool? Yes, ſaid I, 
hat, (aid the ſecretary, my lord biſhop ! Biſhop, as 
it ſignifies an overſeer, ſaid I, I on; but lord biſhop. 
I deny. So the biſhop ſent for us in, and there were 
ſeveral clergymen with him, among the reſt the dean 

of Bangor, before-mentioned. The hiſhop ſeemed to 
be diſſatisfied that I was not with them at the diſpute 
at Llanvilling ; we went ſoon to diſpute about water- 
baptiſm ; I told them, There was one Lord, one faith, 
and one baptiſm; and that baptiſm was neceſlary to 
ſalvation; and that water-baptiſm, which was John's 
baptiſm, was to continue and remain but for a ſeaſon. 
So this, and ſuch like diſcourſe, held us till it was 
late that night: and then I went to my friend's houſe, 
with an order to he there again in the morning. I 
came in the morning, and we diſputed upon the fame 
ſubject. I faid, if one ſhould grant what they de- 
ſired, viz. that water-baptiſm was neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion, which I would not, where ſhould they have an 
adminiſtrator, ſeeing St. Paul ſays expreſsly, He was not 
ſent to baptixe, but to preach the goſpel 3 and thanked 
God, that he baptized none, except ſuch and ſuch? 
x Cor. i. 14,—17. And Peter, who baptized many, 
came ſo to ſee the invalidity: of Water-baptiſm that he 


ald 
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faid, By baptiſm. we are ſaved, not the putting away of 1 
the filth of tt the fleſh, (outward water could do no far- . wn 
ther) but the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God,. = 
by the reſurreftion of Fe efus Chrift, 1 Pet. iii. 21. 
They went from this to their Ordination. 1 put them 
to prove who ſent them to baptize. The dean told 

me, ſuch. an one ordained bim; and ſo named from 
one to another. I told him, I thought I ſhould ſend 
him to Rome for their ſucceſſion and ordination. 
They ſaid, Yes, the ordination might be good, though 
it came from Rome. He brought a compariſon ; 5. AS 
ſuppoſe a malefattor was condemned to die, and a reprieve 
was obtained, and it came down by the hangman's hand ; 
and though it came fo, yet, ſaid he, the pardon Was 
good. , Then, ſaid I, your ordination comes not by 
the ſpirit and power of God. This return made 
them ſomewhat uneaſy; and the time being far ſpent, 
I was willing to be — l. having been there part 
of three days. 

I told the biſhop of god old David, who ſaid, 
Pſal. xxvi. 6. 1 will waſh my hands in innocency, Ja - 
will I compaſs thy altar, O God; that I may publi 2 
with the voice of thankſgiving and tell of all thy won- 
derous works, Then I ſaid to the biſhop, Thou canſt 
not fay thou wilt waſh thy hands i in innoceny, nor 

| compaſs the altar of God, while thy writs remain 
againſt ſo many innocent people, willing to ſuffer till 
death, for the teſtimony of their conſciences towards ; 
God. And I faid, Biſhop Lloyd, if T go to priſon 
wou this account, I ſhall have more Peace there thag 
0 thou 
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t have i in | thy palace. T7 allo \aid, Süppole 
another prince ſhould ariſe that would impoſe ſome- 


thing upon thee that thou couldſt not do for con- 
ſcience-ſake, what wouldſt thou do? He faid, Then I 


will ge to Pennſylvania alſo : for at that time many 


friends were about going there. Then it came Clearly 

, to me, and I ſaid to the biſhop, Though thy head be 
grey, yet thou mayſt live to ſee liberty of conſcience 

in England; though, as to outward appearance, it 


ſeemed to be very far from it at that time. 
The biſhop called for pen and- ink, and ſaid, [ 
would write to the chancellor for my liberty"; but J 
told him, I was not ſatisfied for myſelf to be at liber- 
ty, and my friends in priſon, So. he wrote to the 
chancellor, zo /u uſpend the execution of the writ, When 
he had done, he read the letter to me, and I owned 
his kindneſs to us all therein. Then I took Lord 
Hide's letter out of my pocket, and gave it him. 
When he ſaw the ſuperſcription, and knew from 
whence it was, he aſked me, Haw I came by it; 1 
told him, As. I was coming out of London, intend- 
ing for priſon, a friend of mine brought me that let- 


ter the ſame morning that I leſt the city. When he 


had read it, he aid, be hoped I was ſatisfied that he 


Bad granted me the contents of that letter. I told him 


it was fo, and 1 hoped he would have his reward for 


his well-doing. 


Then I was diſmiſſed, had Ee to come e home, 


8 and begughtt « a letter to TJ: ohn Edwards, chancellor, A 


"ne 


7) 


—_ man againſt friends, who lived at Llanym': | 


nech, about ejght miles from Welch-Pool. When 
he received the letteg,. he did according to the biſhop's 5 


order, and thoſe friends in the dioceſs, that were 


concerned therein, were not moleſted nor troubled on 


that account any more; and the friends that were in 


priſon before, were diſcharged. We have great cauſe 
to bleſs and praiſe the Lord for all his mercies, kind- 


neſſes, and deliverances to us; for hitherto he bath 


been our Eben-ezer ; 5 ogy. is, the Lord hath "we #5, 

1 Sam. vii. 12. 

In the beginning of the year 1682, my oth vlend 
Charles Lloyd and I, went to viſit friends in Here- 
fordſhire, Worceſterſhire, &c. and came through their 
meetings to London, before the yearly-meeting. I 
acquainted my friends. George Whitehead and W. 
Penn, that I intended to go to Lord Hide, to acknow- 
ledge his kindneſs for his letter, on my behalf, to 
biſhop Lloyd. George Whitehead ſaid, there was 


ſome ſeryice to be done for our ſuffering friends in 


Briſtol, and it was thought convenient that three of 


the city, and three of the country, ſhould go with"the | 


ſaid ſufferings and deſire the kindneſs of Lord Hide 
to preſent them to the king. The three friends for the 
country were Charles Lloyd, Thomas Wynne, and 


_ myſelf ; for the city, George Whitehead, Alexander 


Parker, and one more. Our friend George White 
head told me, that our countryman Sir Lionel Jenkin, 
ſecretarꝝ of ſtate, was ſo croſs and il-humoured, that 

| o 2 -. when | 
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when the king was inclined" to moderation Shit ten- 
derneſs to ſuffering friends, he often ſtopped and 
hindered the relief intended them” When we went 
to Whitehall, we waited a long time before we could 
| ſpeak with them, they being upon a committee a 
conſiderable time; but we had ſent in by the door- 
keeper, to acquaint Lord Hide that we were there; 
and in time they” ſent for us in. The ſecretary 
looked grim upon us. I went to Lord Hide, and 
acknowledged his kindneſs for his letter on my behalf 
to the biſhop. He told me that I ſhould tell the 
biſhop, there would be liberty of conſcience i in Eng- 
land. I told him, I did fay ſo; and did believe it 
would be ſo in God's time. Secretary Jenkin ſpoke 
in a ſcornful ria hier, and acked mt; That was Welch 
for a Draker ; I anſwered him, Crymor, Cryntoyr; 

it being the ſingular and plural number. But the 

ſecretary faid, We had no Welch for it, for there were 
n Quakers in the Romans days. My friend Charles 
Lloyd anſwered, If thou didſt aſk my friend the 
queſtion aright, he hath! anfweted 'thee fight; for 
there is Engliſh, Welch, Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, 
for a Quaker So the ſecretary faid, Sir, I underſtand 
Meleb pretty well, and E ngliſh, and Latin, and Greet; 
but if you go to your Hebrew, I know' not what'to ſay 
to you.” I left my friend C. Lloyd to engage with 
this peeviſn countryman, and preſented Lord Hide 
with a long liſt of the names of men, women, and 


children, in their ſeveral priſons at Briſtol.” I deſired 
<4) 1 2 him 


CEE 
him 480 0 kind * to; preſent their ſufferings to the 
king, which he ſaid he would; and our friend George 
Whitehead ſpoke farther to him. Then I turned to 
the ſecretary, who directed his worn to Ty and 
ſpoke to him thus in Welch: bK ety 

Mae yn ddriug gennifz fav vn 0 + Ak yr . 
Frittaniaid; yr thai ydderbyniodd y. Grefjdd Grifti- 
anogol yn gyntaf yn Loeger ; yn" erbyn yr rhai Hdd 
gwedi derbyn y wir Griftianogol Sr Jr awr hon 

The Engliſh is thus: 975 

1 am ſorry that one of the ſtock of hn 
«© Britons, who firft received the Chriſtian faith in 
© England, ſhould. be againſt thoſe Who have received 
© the true Chriſtian faith in this day?“ 

He replied, He was not againſt our friends but; he 
ſaid, our friends gave their votes for the wleftion of 
parliament men that were againſt the king's'intereſt.. I 
told him, It was our birth-right, as we were free- 
holders and burgeſſes, to elect men qualified to ſerve 
both the king and country; but how they were cor 
rupted, when they came within theſe walls, I knew 
not. The ſecretary would have engaged farther 
with me in a diſpute about religion. I told him, he 
was an ancient man, and that they had been a long 
time there upon their buſineſs, and if he would be 
pleaſed to diſmiſs us then, and appoint what time 
we ſhould ſome morning wait upon him, we would, 
if he pleaſed, ſpend an hour or two with him in diſ- 
courſe aut alen Upon which * took off his 


| "Þ 146 1 
hat, ad thanked me kindly for my <ivility ; but we 
Heard no more of him about the diſpute· Upon the 
whole, our friend G. Mhitebead told me, he was more 
moderate to friends afterwards than he had been be- 
fore. The number of priſoners in the liſt delivered 
to Lord Hide, to be preſented to the king, amounted 
to, in both priſons, one hundred and thirty-nine; of 
of which there were eighteen aged women, from ſixty 
and upwards, and eight children. In the latter end of 
the liſt it was faid, Bleſjed are the merciful for they 
Wall obtain mercy.. dein d dne it e e 124 * 
I had my ſeveral exerciſes this year, 1682, in Lon- 
don, both from falſe brethren and otherwiſe: Once 
I was at the Bull and Mouth meeting, and there were 
in the gallery ſeveral troubleſome people, and none of 
our miniſtering brethren in true unity with us, but 
George Whitehead and William Gibſon. The gal- 
lery being pretty full, one of them ſeemed to ſtrive to 
keep me out, and our friends G. Whitehead and W. 
Gibſon petceiving it, made way for me to come up 
to them; another of them had been ſpeaking long 1 in 
the meeting, and had made many weary of him. I 
was under great concern in my ſpirit for the honour 
and exaltation of the name of the Lord and his 
truth, aud the eaſe of many that were under weights 
andiburthens; yet for quietneſs- ſake, I ſilently bore 
the weight and exerciſe that was upon me till he had 
done Then my mouth was opened in the name and 


power of God, who had: compattion” on his aflited | 
FS FS. ; ſeed, | 


© it ) 8 
feed; and cauſed the light and life of his — 
to overſhadow' the cad th nen and I great i 
ſatisfaction of the faĩthfu. N 
I was made to detect the falle dodtrine, which one : 
of them had delivered to the people, viz. That the | 
children of God are defliroyed for want ef knowledge, 
I told the people, that the children of God in theſe 
days, were the children of the new covenant; and the 
covenant that he makes with them is, that They /hall 
all know him, from the leaſt to the greate /t 3 and the 
true knowledge-'of God to his people in theſe days; 
is life eternal, John xvii. 3. Though Iſrael of old 
were deſtroyed for want of knowledge, becauſe they 
forgot the God of their fatherg, that brought them 
out of the land of Egypt, and out of the houſe of 
bondage, inſomuch that the Lord complained of them, 
and ſaid, The on knoweth' his owner, and the aſs his 
maſter's crib, but my people know not me, Iſa. i. 3. 
And elſe where it is ſaid, They have forgotten me days 
without number. Theſe were thoſe apoſtates that the 
Lord complained, Jer. ii. 13, had committed two 
evils ; they had forſaken him, the fountain of living 
waters, and hewed' them out "tiflerns,* broten ciſterutz 
that could hold no water. Theſe were ſuch as the 
apoſtle ſaid, hen they knew Gad they - glorified bim 
not as God, neither. were thankful; but became wain in 
their imaginations,' and. their | fooliſh heart was'dark- 
ened. For this cauſe God gave tbem up unto vile af- 
flue and a — nh Rom. i. 26. And the 
ON | 
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apoſtates i in our days, ſaid I, have forgot the. God 


. *that firſt made them acquainted i in meaſure with him; 
ſo having loſt the ſenſe of his goodneſs, have ſeparated 


themſelves from the love and unity of the brethren ; 


but the children of God, who are faithful to the 
meaſure of the grace of God in themſelves, know 
it to be their teacher and leader into all truth. Theſe 
are not deſtroyed for want of knowledge, though the 


world know him not. There are apoſtates in our 


age, who have loſt the true knowledge of him; but 
the ſaints in light have, and remain in, the true know- 
ledge of him, being guided by the ſpirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, becauſe it ſeeth him 
not, neither knoweth him; but ye know him, for be 
diuelleth with you, and. ſhall be in you, John xiv. 17. 


When l had thus eaſed my ſpirit, a concern came 
upon our friend and brother, George Whitehead, and 


he ſweetly coneluded the meeting in prayer. 

- Afﬀer this I was pretty well cleared of the city, and 
was willing to draw homewards. - Next firſt-day I 
came to Jordan's in Buckinghamſhire, where we had 
a bleſſed. meeting; then I had one at Cheſham; from 
thence I went to Robert Jones's near Tring, Thence 


|  ] went to the quarterly- meeting at Weſton-Turfield, 
not far from Ayleſbury, where it opened in me, to au- 


viſe friends to keep to thoſe rules and methods agreed 
on among us in our men's and women's meetings. 


As I was: declaring, came in an oppoſite party; 


: however I went on, and ſhewed them, how it was 
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agreed among the apoſtles to ſend choſen men, endued : 
with the Holy "Ghoſt, to ſet up good order and me- 
thod among them. 1 delivered unto them, that it 
ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to us alſo, to Tet 
up our men's and women's meetings, that the care 
and concern of 'the church of Chriſt might be upon 
holy, ſelf-denying men and women, who might take 
care of the fatherleſs and widows in their afflictions, 
and keep themſelves unſpotted from the world; which 
the apoſtle James ſays, is pure religion,” and undefiled = 
before God, Jam. i 27. And that the care of all, both 
poor, ſtrangers; and priſoners in affliction, might be 
carefully and tenderly looked aſter, and ſupplied ac- 
cording to their neceſſities; and that the miniſters 
of Chriſt in his day, might take the EonſeP'of the 
apoſtle, who faid, Acts xx. 28. ' Take heed therefore 
unto yourſebues,” and to all the flock, over which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made you over ſeers, to feel the church = 
of God, which he hath purchaſed with his own blood. 
When I had ended what] had to ſay from the Lord 
among friends, one of the party ftood up, and ſpoke 
| ſomething by way of reflection, upon what I then de- 
livered. When he had done, our friend Fhomas 
Ellwood- propoſed to the meeting, that all ſhould fit 
down, and wait to feel the power of God among us, 
. and let that decide whether I did ſpeak in the name 
and power of God among them this day; to which 
the meeting agreed, and all were ſilent. After which 
ſeveral friends, as they were moved by the Lords 
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gave tenderly their teſtimony, that what was delivered | 

"that day, was in the name and power of God, and 

that his preſence was with us; as honeſt, Robert f 
Jones, and Richard Baker, who! loved the Lord and 
dis bleſſed truth with all their hearts, and ſeveral others ' 

preſent in that meeting, There ſtood up a young « 
man that I knew not, whoſe heart was affected, and 

much broken in ſpirit, and ſaid on this wiſe : There 
bs a man come this day amongſt, us, I know not from 


whence he came, nor where be goes; but this ¶ am ſa- 
 Cigfied, the Lord ſent him here, and his power and 
| Preſence is with him, and his teflimony for the God 
of truth. I enquired afterwards who that young man 
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was; they ſaid he was one John Thornton. Upon 
this one of the party broke in violently and diforderly 
againſt what had been agreed upon among us before | 
the meeting had fully cleared themſelves, and finiſhed 
their teſtimonies: but it proved greatly to his diſho- | 
nour and diſgrace, ſo that he was made manifeſt to =] 
thoſe that adhered to him. The meeting held from T 


about ten in the morning, till (as they thought) ten 

or eleven at night. But blefled be the Lord, that 
| doth not leave his people without a witneſs to himſelf; 
and he is the preſerver and defender of all his people 
that wait upon him. They that truſt in him are as 
Mount Sion, that cannot be move. 
After this I made what haſte I could home, taking 
mee in my way: at Banbury, and the coun- 


try about, and part of Worceſterſhire, So, bleſſed. 
RTE | bs 
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of the country friends were gone out of the city. I 
was engaged one firſt-day for Weſtminſter meeting, 
and there was no miniſtering friends prefent but my- 


ſelf. Several weighty matters opened in me at that 

meeting, as, concerning the church of Chriſt, what _ 
it was, and on what it was built: I ſaid, fome be of 
the judgment that the church of Chrift is built upon 


Peter; and T opened to the underftanding of the 
people ſomething of what.is written in the r6th chap- 
ter of Matthew. I ſhewed them; that which revealed 
unto Peter, that Chrift was the Son of God, was 2 
manifeſtation of the Spirit of God in Peter, for it is 
ſaid, Mat. xi. 27. No man knoweth the Son but the 


Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, fave the 
Sen, and he to whomſorver the Son will reveal him. : 
God revealed unto Peter, that Chrift was the Son of 


Ged; and he is the only rock that his church is built 


upon, the rock of ages, the foundation of many gene- 


rations, that the gates of hell never prevailed againſt, 
But the gates of hel} prevailed againft Peter, when 
he denied his Lord and Maſter in the time of his ſuf- 


ferings ; and therefore he was not like to be the rock 


which Chriſt built his church on. It is ſaid, 1 Cor. 


*. 4. Fer they drank of. that ſpiritual Rock that t followed | 
them, 


e the Lord, I came fafe home to tity wife and friends, 

where I found all things well; Viet be bis name 
for ever. 

In the year 1683, 1 went again to Dona to the 
yearly- meeting, and ſtaid there ſome time, after moſt 
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2 
| 
) 
4 


( 152 ) he 


them, and. hk Gbrift.. 10 80 Chriſp i is the 
"ſure foundation that his Church is built upon; Peter 


laith, 1 Pet. ii. 8 &c. Ye a Iſo, as lively flones, are 


built up a pi. ritual houſe, an holy prieſthood,” to offer up 


pi ritual ſacrifices, acceptable to God, by Fe ſus Chriſt, 
And in verſe 8, he acknowledged Chriſt, to be the 


Rock. Paul ſaith, 1 Tim. iii. 15. that The houſe of 


God, the church of the living God, is the pillar and 
ground of. the truth. This, ſaid I, may inform the 


blind and ignorant af. this age, that lime and ſtone, 
and temples that are made with hands, are not, as 
they ſay, the church of Chriſt, and the houſe of God; 
for God dwelleth not in temples made with bands, as 
faith the prophet, Ifai. Ixyi. 1. and the martyr Stephen, 
Acts vii. 48. Thus I was concerned to declare 
the truth in that meeting, with much more to the 
ſame effect. After meeting I went with ſome. friends 
towards the city; and as we were coming along the 
Strand, the queen was going from her chapel, and 
ſome of her life- guard were very rude, and with the 
ſtaves they had in their hands, they did knock and 
beat friends that had their hats on, all along as they 


came. I received a blow upon my head, ſo that it 


fleck 2nd. as ſore for a conſiderable, time,, But 


bleſſed be the Lord, i in all our exerciſes and afflictions, 


his life, power, and preſence bore us up in the midſt 
of them all; praiſes be to bj pure and 12 name 
for ever. VVV 
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Before I came out of London, we met with more 
exerciſes and troubles, One firſt-day in the morning, 
I was. not well, and could not go to the meeting, nor 
ſcarcely get out of my bed; but when the time of our 
afternoon meeting came, it lay upon me to go to tlie 
Bull and Mouth; and I told Job Bolton, with whom 
I lodged, that I muſt go to the ſaid meeting. He 

reaſoned with me; but T told him I would go fo far 
as I could; and he faid, he would go with me. As 


we went through the paſſage to go in, 1 heard a voice 


that I was ſatisfied was not the voice of a true ſhep- : 
herd; the meeting being already gathered, and many 
people there, When I went up to the gallery, one 
was preaching of perfection, who ſaid, Be ye! Perfacs, 
as your heavenly Father is perfect, &c. T ſtaid to hear 
him but a very little while, till T ſtood up and judged 
him, and told the people, that th? kingdom of God 
| flord not in words, but in power, righteouſneſs and holi- 
neſs. Then this man'went in a raze out of the meet- 
ing, and a conſiderable company followed him;'and a 
friend or two went after them as faras F leet-ſtreet, 
to ſee where they were going 3 and one of the com- 
pany ſaw the friend, aud deſired him not to follow 
them too cloſe, left they ſhould do him a diſkindneſs. 


- We heard afterwards, there was a wager laid that this 
man, who ſome ſaid was a Jeſuit, would preack in 


the Quakers meeting, and that he ſhould not be dif- 


covered; and had he gone without reproof, they 


would * that a Jeſuit preached in the Quakers 
P meeting, 


0 5 
meeting, 0 they could not diſcern him. *Diix N 
was reported in many places in the city, that he was 
detected in the Quakers meeting, and he could not 


ahbide there. We have cauſe to bleſs the Lord for his 


| $vodneſs to his people, that gives them a diſcerning 
| ſpirit to judge between good and evil, and between 


thoſe that ſerve God in truth and righteouſneſs, and 


at deceitful hypocrites, who are to be judged 11 


condemned by the word of his power.. 


In the beginning of the year 1685, king Charles 
died, and king James came to the throne, and the 


ſtatute of 20l. per month for abſenting from the 


publick worſhip, which I ſuppoſe was made againſt 
the Papiſts in queen Elizabeth's days, had been and 


was very r much put in force againſt our friends, where- 


by many of them were almoſt ruined ; the ſheriffs and 


their bailiffs perſecuted them. ſo ſeverely, and did 
make ſuch a prey of them, that ſome worth many 

hundreds, were made fo deſtitute, they had ſcarcely a 
bed to lie upon, but were robbed of all. When king 
James came to be ſettled upon the throne, our dear 


friend G. Whitehad, who always was much concerned 
for the ſufferings of friends up and down in the nation, 


and who did not ſpare himſelf to viſit kings and par- 
liaments, and all others, where he thought he could 


get relief for his ſaffering brethren, went to king 


James, and laid the preſent condition of ſuffering 
friends before him. After ſome conſideration, the king 


cold bim, that what concerned * or came to him 
3 


= — 


. 
of thoſe fines, he very freely and readffy would remit. 


Upon which an order was granted, to ſuſpend the. 


rigour of their perſecutions. But it ſeems, when it 
came. out, the Roman Catholicks took the advantage 


of it to themſelves; which was ſome ſurprize to 
friends who had laboured in that ſervice. ' George 


Whitehead hearing I was in the city, came to me, 
and told me the whole buſineſs; and underſtanding 


that I had intereſt with the earl of Powis, who was 


great with the king, he thought it might ban: mt 

if I would go along with him to the earl. | 
Next morning my friend G. Whitehead yy went 

to the earl of Powis' in Lincol's-inn-fields, * When 


be underſtood I was come in, he very ſoon came to 
me; and when I had ended my country bulineſs* 


with kim, I told him I wanted a little of his advice, 


in a caſe wherein our friends were great ſufferers by a 


law that was made againſt them, and that we were” 
ſeverely whipped upon our backs by the ſtatute” of 
201, per month, for not coming to hear that which i is 


called uin ſervice. I told him that a friend of ours 


had waited upon the king, and had told him the wHedle 
ſtate of things, and that the king was very ready to 
relieve - us in what he could, and that an order was 
granted to that purpoſe ; but it ſeemed his friends had 
taken the benefit of it, and excluded us, &. I de- 


ſired his advice, whether we ſhould proceed farther i _— - 
it or no: he anſwered, By all means; for, faid he, E- 
| * tell you, that there was taken from our friends in 


-Q2 ; Lancaſhire, 


4E 


3 — 
py — — — 8 — — 6 A 
r ˙¹ ee —— ———̃ H — 
12 —— * * 


E 
4 


| 0 156 5 
Laucaſbire,, 8000]. upon this FIND and the king 
and myſelf went to ſee how much of this money came 
into the exchequer. When we ſaw. it, it appeared 
that the king was in debt to that account about 28], 
and all the reſt gone. I deſired him, ſeeing it was his 


advice that we ſhould go on, and not be diſcouraged, 


that he would be pleaſed to grant that a friend of mine 
might come in and ſpeak with him, who was more 
able to give him an account of this buſineſs than 


wyſelf, and who had been with the king to get relief 


in this matter; for G. Whitehead ſtaid all this while 


in an adjacent room; ſo he bid me bring him up to 


him. When George came he opened the matter 
fully to him. When he thoroughly underſtood the 
matter, he ſoon got himſelf ready, called far his coach, 
and bid me come to him at an appointed time; and 
he brought an abſolute order from the king, to ſtop 
all proceedings by ſheriffs and bailiffs upon that ac- 
eount in the nation. In a ſhort time the rage, envy, 
and cruelty. of ſuch devouring men were ſtopt, and I. 
know not that any have been troubled or ſuffered 
ſince upon that ſtatute, Bleſſed be God, that hears 
the cries of the poor, fathe rleſe, and widows, and ſends 
relief to the afflicted in his own due time. I muſt 
fay, that the earl of Powis and his counteſs were 
very ready and willing at all times to do our friends 
any kindneſs that lay in their way, and to help them 
out of their troubles and afflictions; ; and I am apt to 


believe. * did it couſcicngiouſly, for there were. 


” many 
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many of our friends in ſeveral of their lordſhips here- 
aways, and the earl never ſuffered any of us to be 
fined for not appearing in any of his CO TOE 
juries, or any other way or manner, 15 

In the year 1688, it ſeemed good to king James to 
publiſh a declaration for liberty of conſtience, and or- 
dered the biſhops to ſend it to their feveral dioceſſes, | 
that it might be read. Seven of them would not read 
it, Biſhop Lloyd aforeſaid was one of them, therefore 
they were committed to the tower. Then I re- 
membered that which I ſpoke to the biſhop at his 
palace in the year 1681, when 1 queriec of m, 
What if another prince ſhould ariſe, that would impaſe 


ſomething upon him that he could not” db for conſctence- | 


ſate? And that year when at London, I went to viftt 
him in his troubles ; and he ſaid to me, I often thought 
of your words, and I could wiſh were in Pennſytoanie 
now myſelf. He told me the reaſon why they could not 
read the declaration, ſaying was arbitrary,” and not 
according to law, and that it was a matter of eon- | 
ſcience to them; and others were to have "their 
| liberty by it, beſides Proteſtant Diſſenters. He told 
me alſo, that they were put on to do thoſe things 
which they had done againſt Diſſenters; but when 
I told him of it before, be could not believe 
it, tl it came thus upon them. I that equaint 
him formerly, that I had read a ſermon chat as 
preached to prove the church of Rome to be a falſe 
9 becauſe the vas a perſecuting church z and 
2 5 - OW. 
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now, 4 h the members of the church of Rome puts 
xou on, not only to perſecute upon the penal laws 

tat were made againſt Diſſenters, but by thoſe laws 
alſo that were made againſt Popiſh. recuſants ; and by 
the ſame argument may we and they ſay, the church 
of England is a falſe church, becauſe it is a perſecuting 
church. The biſhop ſaid, they did not conſider nor 
know it then as they did now. I took my leave of 
him, and he kindly acknowledged my viſit ; and after 
ſome: time they were releaſed, — 

. Aﬀterwards the biſhop came to  Welch-Pool, i in the 
aſſze week, and in the evening ſent for me to the 
| high ſheriff's houſe 3 there being with them moſt of 
the juſtices and deputy lieutenants of the county, 

with many of the clergy, who were very civil to me. 

The biſhop told them that he had ſent for me, and 

that he was more beholden to me than all the men 

in the dioceſs, for I came to viſit him in his troubles ; "= 
and he deſired of them to do me all the kindneſs they 
could, and he would. take i it as done to himſelf, When 

_ fupper Was over, the biſhop and the high ſheriff, 

Edward Vaughan, of Llangedwin, took me into a pri- 

vate room with them, and we diſcourſed a little about 

the times. There-was ſome report of the coming in 
of the Prince of Orange, and in a little time I had an 
account that the prince was landed, which was great 
ſatisfaction to the biſnop; for he ſaid ſome proſecuted 

him very cloſe for his life. And when the prince of 

Orange was made king of England, &c. and liberty 
105 e a 7 
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of conſeience. Was eſlabliſhed by law, he and others) 
were well ſatisfied with it. 


And now I think it worthy to take notice of that; 
' ſeveral kindneſſes, upon account of our ſuffering 
friends, I received from this biſhop. Lloyd, in his ſe- 
veral dioceſſes; for as we record the hard-hearted- 
neſs and cruelty we have found from unmerciful per- 
| ſecuting biſhops and clergy, and how many they have 


made poor widows and fatherlefs, I think it is 


juſtice and equity in us to record all the mercy, ten- 


derneſs, and compaſſion, . we find from thoſe that are 


conſcientious and charitable among them, For in- 


ſtance: 


Biſhop Lloyd mh at a a viſitacion.i in a Llanvilling, in 


this county of Montgomery, four peeviſh men, church- 
wardens of Welch-Pool, did intend to proſecute my 
ſon-in-law, Jacob Endon, for not paying towards the 


repairs of their worſhip-houſe : I went with my ſon 


in-law, and waited on the biſhop, and told him the 


caſe ; he very quickly called the church-wardens, and 


told them there was an act of parliament ordering 
a more eaſy way, and with leſs charge, to recover by 


* 


diſtreſs, than to drive to e communications. He in- 


quired for the act, which I gave him; and he turned 
to that clauſe, read it to the wardens, ſaying that he 


| himſelf drew that clauſe in the act, and told them 
how they ought to go to the juſtices for a warrant z 
but, ſaid he, Why will you go to the charge of a 
warrant ? Cannot you go and take a | pewter diſh, or 
| ſoms 


( or Y 
ſome other thing near the value? I warrant they will 
never ſue you for it; for, ſaid he, we muſt do unto 
them, as we would be done anto, if we were in their 


Condition: ſo he quickly diſpatched them. Then I told | 


him, I was come moreover in the behalf of a pri- 


ſoner on the ſame account, whoſe name was Richard 


i Davies, near Ruabon, in Denbighſhire ; and he ad- 
viſed me to go to the chancellor, Dr. Wynne, whom 
I ſhould find, he faid, a very fair man; ſo he called 
dim to us, and left us together; and I took my leave 
of the biſhop, acknowledging his kindneſs. When 

I had fully diſcourſed the chancellor about the pri- 
ſoner, I found him very fair; and in a little time 
aſter, I heard my friend R. Davies was diſcharged ; 
and ſeveral kindneſſes I have had of the chancellor 
ſince. When the ſaid wardens came home, they re- 
ported what favour. I had with the biſhop, and were 
_ troubled thereat; but neither myſelf nor ſon-in-Jaw 
were ever after troubled about thoſe een of their 
worſhip-houſe. | 
Another time when I was: going e an 
viſiting friends in my way, 1 called at Timothy Bur- 
| berough's, at Aino on the Hill, in Northamptonſhire, 
where I underſtood he was gone to priſon. I in- 
quired the cauſe of his impriſonment; and his wife 
told me the prieſt of the parifh had left their ſmall 
tithes, and other tithes, till he thought they amounted 
to a conſiderable value; and then he came and took 
away near all that they had, and ſent him to Northamp- 
7 | ton 
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ton jail, ah he had been for ſome time. 1 a 
memorandum of it, and when I went to London, 25 
thought of the afflictions and exerciſe of my poor 
brother. My old friend biſhop. Lloyd being then at- 
London, I went to his lodgings at Whitehall, and I 
muſt ſay, he was very ready to come to me. After 
| ſome diſcourſe, I laid the diſtreſſed caſe. of my friend 
T. Burberough before him. He anſwered, he did 
not know what to do in it, the prieſt of Aino was a 
ſtranger. to him, and out of his dioceſs. I told cg 
if he would be pleaſed to write a few lines to the 
| biſhop of Peterborough, for it was in that dioceſs, I 
ſaid, he might peradventure write a few lines to the 
prieſt of Aino, to be more moderate and conſeien- 
tious, in not taking more than the value of that which 
he called his due, and caſting the poor man from his 
family into priſon alſo. The caſe I left with the 
biſhop, and he took care to ſend it to the biſhop of 
peterborougb, who ſent it to the prieſt of Aino; and 
biſhop Lloyd ſent the prieſt's anſwer, with a letter 
from the biſhop of Peterborough to himſelf, in a 
letter. of his to me near Welch-Pool; which I ne 
as à great kindneſs and favour from him. 


Not long after this I went to London again, 25 
called at my friend T. Burberough's, where I found 
him at home, being releaſed; he told me the prieſt” 
had ſent an ider for him to come home; and that 
he came to reaſon and diſcourſe with him. It ſeems” 
he / as not ſo unkiud as he had been formerly. 


( 162 ) f 
In the year 1700 there was a conſiderable uffering 
on friends in Worceſterſhire, an account of which 
was given me by my friend Edward Bourne, of Wor- 
ceſter, who deſired me to uſe my intereſt with brſhop 
Lloyd for the relief of John Fowler, and his mother- 
in-law, the widow- Banbury, who was a priſoner for 
tithe in the out county priſon in Worceſter, and he 
ſeat me their whole caſe. When I underſtood it, I 
found a concern upon me to make what haſte I eould 
to the bithop, who was then at his palace at Hartle- 
bury, a few miles from Bewdley. I conſidered alſo 
what a great ſufferer our friend William Sankey. had 
been by one Vernon, a cruel ungodly prieft of the 
pariſh he lived in, who had caſt him into priſon, when 
he had five or fix-ſmalt children, and his wife lately 
dead. He ſeveral times took from him more than 
treble the value of his pretended: due for tithe.. From 
| Rewdley I went to William Sankey's, and told him 
I, 0 ee to the biſhop, and deſired him to go with 
In the morning we went together. I inquired 
8 the biſhop's ſecretary, Francis Evans, who very 
| lovingly: came to us, brought us in, and faid he. 
would acquaint his lord that I was there; and in a 
little time the biſhop came to us. And after ſome 
diſcourſe I told the biſhop, I was not only come to give 
him a viſit, but I was come purpoſely from home, in 
behalf of ſome friends of mine, who ſuffered for 
tithes in that country; and that I was informed there 


had been three committed to Worceſter jail by one 
Kerry 


© ws +- | 
Kerry, the prieſt; of Trediogton, and that mo ef 1 


them were releaſed, and the third remains a priſoner. 
Releaſed, ſaid he, how are they releaſed? I told him, 
by the hand of their great Creator. It ſeems then, 
ſaid he, they are dead ; and the ſame man, ſaid 1, 
doth proſecute the widow. of one of them, viz, Wil- 
liam Banbury's, and bath already put her into your 
court, for that which her huſband ſuffered and died 
for; and we reckon, that in common law, when the 
| priſoner dies in priſon, the proſecution ceaſes. I do 
not know, ſaid he, but the debt may be paid, but the 
charges are not; and I know not what to do with 
that man, for I hear he is a very covetous man, and I 
have no power over him. but once in three years. I 
was lately in my viſitation there, and had I known 
this then, I might have done your friends ſome kind- 
"neſs. I ſaid, if thou wilt be fo kind as to write a few | 
lines to him and iet him know what complaint is made 
to thee of him, and how thou art informed that two of 
the three which he ſent to priſon are dead; I do not 
queſtion but it might ſtop his rage and ſevere proſe- 
cution againſt the poor widow, if not be a means to 
releaſe the other priſoner. So he bid his ſecretary | 
take notice of it, and put him in mind to write to 
him. Then I told him of the ſufferings of William 
; Sankey, who was there preſent, and deſired him to 
give my friend leave to open the caſe himſelf to him, 
which he did; and when he told how cruel the faid 
Vernon had been to him in caſting him into jail, his 
| wife 
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aviſe being dead, and left five or ſix ſmall: children; 
and he told him, thät he had taken from him goods 
worth about 12l. for about 3¹ or 41 demand for tithe; 
and about 121 or 141 worth of ſheep, for the like 


demand at another time; and ſeveral other cruelties 
he had done him by this unconſcionable Vernon. 


The biſhop taking it into conſideration, cauſed his 
ſecretary to draw an order for him to come there with 

his accounts, that was due to him from W. Sankey, 
and what he had taken from W. Sankey towards that 

account; and he gave the order to William Sankey, 


to deliver to the prieſt, and deſired William to be 


there the day appointed, with the prieſt. I was in- 


formed the prieſt went the day before to the biſhop, 
and W. Sankey went the day appointed; and I was 


informed that the biſhop ſhould ſay, there was no 
help for what was paſt, but he would take care he 
ſhould do ſo no more to William Sankey. I heard 
ſince that time he hath taken it in kind from him, 
with more moderation than before, and that the _ 


was kind to W. Sankey ever ſince. | 
John Fowler, one of the three before mentioned, 


| (Robert Grimes and W. Banbury being dead) was 
diſcharged; and as for the widow Banbury's caſe, 

who was ſeverely proſecuted by the prieſt, intending 
to get it to an ex communication, that v was Ropped, 


and ſhe was troubled no more. : 
Before I parted with the biſhop, I told him; there 


was a. friend of ours, William Cattrill, that kept 


ſchool 


(s) 


«bbs? at Worceſter, who was proſecuted very cloſe 


by ſome, for keeping ſchoel without a licenſe, and 


they did intend to bring him under an Zxcommunitato 
rapiendo, and if he was not pleaſed to be kind to him, 


they would put him to all the charge and trouble they 
_ The biſhop bid his fecretary take care about 
So all that [ requeſted of the biſhop at that time 
—— and kindly granted me, and care wass 
taken that they were not troubled nor moleſted on 
theſe accounts. Then the biſhop ordered us to dine 
chere that day, and we parted friendly and lovingly 
with bim; and he defired me when T came that way, 


not to be ſtrange to him. From thence I went to 


Worceſter, and gabe friends an account of my ſuc- 


cels with the biſhop. I Raid with them a little while, | 


and then went to Bromyard, and had a meeting there. 


So I went through part of Herefordſhire to Leominſter, 


and I can bleſs and praiſe the name of the Lord, who. 
was with me all along on my journey, and brought 
me ſafe home to my wife and family; and when I 
gave them an account of my journey, they praiſed 
the Lord with me, "who 1 had been 5 PENAL and 


defender. EN 


In a little time after, 1 went to London ak being 


at the meeting about friends ſufferings, there was 
mentioned the ſufferings of friends in Lancaſter caſtle 


by the dean and chapter of Worceſter, and they had 


| been FRY for ſeveral years, 2 friends had made 


Q Intereſt 
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intereſt to get them off, and friends at Worceſter uſed : 
_ their intereſt with the chancellor, who ſeemed to be e 
very kind to them; yet for all that they could not 
have them diſcharged. When I came from London 1 
went to the biſhop at Worceſter. He was very free 
with me, and in a little time the chancellor came to 
us, and the biſhop gave me to underſtand who he 
Was. 1 told them I was glad to ſee them both to- 
gether, and faid, when I was lately in London we had 
the ſufferings of our friends in Lancaſhire before us, 
for a ſmall matter of tithe, alledged to belong to the 
dean and chapter of Worceſter ; and I told the bi- 
ſhop that I thought the chancellor was not a- ranger | 
to it, for I had heard he had been often ſolicited on 
their behalf. The chancellor told him, he did un- 
derſtand it, and that theſe men were there for a ſmall 
inconſiderable matter; and ſaid, he was ſorry that 
thoſe men died in Worceſter, becauſe in conſcience 
they could not pay that little tithe to the prieſt of 
Tredington, and he was afraid theſe men would die 
there alſo, except ſome way was found out for their 
releaſe. The biſhop aſked how long they had been 
there; I think the chancellor ſaid four or five years. 
The biſhop faid, diſcharge: them, diſcharge them; 
and ordered them to be diſcharged without paying 
any. fees. After a little time I parted with the biſhop 


and chancellor, and acknowledged their Kindneſs. ! 


went to friends in the city of Wor ceſter, and told 
William 
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Williith'Pardoe What fuccefs Thad wich the bio, 
deſired them to wait on the chancellor to get the 1 
order, that it might be ſent: vets and ins Ju pets 
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* 8 ſeme of the Labours and Services of our ancient and ; 
Þ \ honourable friend RICHARD Daviss, from his own _ 

£ 2 which he finiſhed. a little before his deceaſe z 

. it remains, therefore, to give ſome account of his laſt 

5 — s travels, Je, together with the time and manner 

n 1 ne ene A ; 

i = — IN. the year 1702. he went to London, his daughter 

t Tace, Endon accompanying him, and ſtaid in and 

* | about the city | ſeveral weeks, viſiting friends i in their 

f meetings, and bad many good and comfortable op- 

e - Portunities among them. ' He, together with eleven 

ir friends more, were appointed by the yearly- meeting 1 
n 1 to g to the queen at Windſor, with an acknowledg- 

15 ment from friends for the continuation of their liberty 


; nd protection under her government; at which time 
5 he in particular ſpoke to the queen. When he Was 
p clear of. thoſe parts, he returned homewards, and came 
I through Worceſter, where he went to viſit his old 
Id friend biſhop Lloyd, who was glad to ſee him. That | 
m Fas t the lit time they law each viher EE 
| 8 7s After 


* 
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Abet his return home he often viſited. * n 
„ meetings, and was at on ae * | 


© Wales the ſpring following. 


About the latter end of the mird KO 1100 the. 
went up to London again to the yearly-meeting, his 
'  grandfon David Endon attending him. He viſited 
friends as he paſſed through Stourbridge, Banbury, 
Ayleſbury, &c. and ſtaid in and about the city for 
near two months, being fomewhat weak and fickly. 
When he was clear of the city, he en 1 
| direciy home, and came well to his family. 
In the beginning of the year 1705, he met with 

| ſome exerciſe ; for on the rſt of the third month, his 
dear and honeſt wife died, who had been very tender 
and. careful over him, and a woman very ſerviceable 
to friends and truth in many reſpects. She was a 
plain, upright, and honeſt-hearted woman; one that 4 
loved truth in ſimplicity. She left a good report behind 


her, after they had lived together about forty-fix years. 


In the firſt month, 1706, he was at the yearly- 


5 meeting of Wales, at Llanidlos, in Montgomeryſhire, 


being the laſt yearly-meeting he was at in Wales. 

On the 15th of the ſecond month following he took 
his journey with his grandſon D. E. towards Briſtol. 
He had a meeting at Leominſter, and at Roſs in Here- 
fordſhire, and thence went to Briſtol, and lodged at 
Charles Harford's, jun. where he viſited friends at 
their yearly-meeting, and ſtaid about a week; and on 
| | | FE C28 


Fe ( ub Mi: 
wech of the ſecond month, 4 towards 


London, and came to French-hay, and had a meet - 


ing there. The iſt of the third month he had 2 
meeting at Sodbury in Glouceſterſhire ; the 5th at 
Cirenceſter; the Sth at Oxford, being the firſt day 
of the week, where many of the ſcholars came in, 
and were rude for ſome time; but after our. friend 
Richard Davies had ſpoke a while in the meetings 
they became more ſober; ſome of them ſate down, 
and ſtaid till the conctuſion of the meeting 3 and 
friends took notice that the meeting was much more 
quiet than uſual. From thence he went to Henley, 
and had a meeting there; and fo ta Windſor, where 
he had a meeting; thence he went to London, and 
lodged at his friend and kinſman's Thomas Lloyd's. 
He attended the yearly- meeting, and ſtaid in and about 
the city, viſiting friends at their meetings, until the 
roth of the fourth month; at which time he returnæd 
homewards, and had a meeting the 211 at Chefhani, 
where William Bingley was; the zd they had 2 
meeting at Ayleſbury; and went thence to theit 
yearly- meeting at Banbury, where were many friends 
from divers parts. The 28th he came to Worceſter, 
William Bingley ſtill aceompanying bim, where they 
had a meeting. Fhe 3oth he went to Droit wich, and 
had a meeting there. The xt of the fifth month he 
brad a meeting at Bromſgrove; the--2d at Birming- 
* and n ar 3 the 4th he 


Went 
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Fent to the quarterly- meeting at Wolverhampton, 1 
paſſed thence to Stourbridge, and lodged st Ambroſe | 
Crowley s: and ſo upon the ꝙth of the fifth month, 
1706, he returned ſafe home to his family at Clod- 
diecochion, near Welch- pool having _ ed near 
three months. 5 To vn 
Aſter this journey he to 5 at en in 
his uſual health, and viſited ſeveral neighbouring meet- 
ings. In the latter end of the eighth month, he was 
at the burial of an ancient woman friend, Anne Tho- 
mas, in Salop, and at ſeveral other burials near home; 


at which times he often had very good ſervice, and 


people would hear him gladly, for he had a ſolid and 
grave delivery; and was wiſe and ſound in his matter, 
Which was very taking with moſt people. / +; | 
©. His laſt ſickneſs was very ſhort; for on the Gixth 

diy of the week he was at Welch-pool, and finding 
himſelf not well, went home, and the next day kept 
the houſe. On firſt- day following ſeveral friends 
went to ſee him from Dolobran meeting, and had a 
little opportunity to wait together upon the Lord With 
him. He ſpoke very little to any; and his pain con- 
— upon him, the next day, being the 22d of the 
firſt month, 1707-8, about the ninth. hour in the 
morning, he quietly. departed this life,. bined in the 
Cans hw year of his age. 

The 25th being the day e 405 575 burial, 


| many ic 1 n n ia and other e met 
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. 1 his hails at Cloddiecochion, and his deny w was „ 
| by them to the grave-yard, near his own 1 
there decently interred near his wife's grave. In the 
grave yard there was held a ſolemn meeting, and ſe- 
p | veral teſtimonies were borne, in the power and life of _ 
truth, to we general fatisfaction of the 5 e 
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